252 Kids


April 2022 • Week 2
Puzzled: Believe there’s a bigger picture


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Fronds Are For (Palm Sunday) • John 12:9-16 (supporting: Matthew 21:1-11)
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is still working.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Your Way” from Make a Move and “Hope Is Alive” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Grid Puzzler
Application Activity: Palm Branches and Roadblocks
Memory Verse Activity: Puzzled Palms
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Fronds Are For (Palm Sunday) • John 12:9-16 (supporting: Matthew 21:1-11)
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is still working.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help you and your few be reminded that whatever happens, God never stops working. Pray that kids who struggle would be comforted knowing that even though they can’t see the end of the story, God is always working on their behalf and knows the big picture. Thank God for being a God we love and can trust to work things out for our good.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Offering container, puzzles and brain teasers, (optional) puzzle pieces, green paint, paintbrushes, and drop cloth
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Set out the puzzles and brain teasers and invite the kids to play. 
· (Optional) Prepare the puzzle pieces for “Puzzled Palms” Activity.
· Prepare a table or space on the floor with a drop cloth or tarp.
· Set the puzzle pieces, green paint, and brushes on the cloth.
· Invite kids to completely cover the colored side of the pieces with green paint. 
· Ideally, each kid will paint ten to fifteen pieces. 
· Set the pieces aside to dry. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Readily available materials—markers, blocks, paper, etc.
What You Do:
· Divide kids into teams of two or three. 
· Challenge each team to make the longest road in your area using materials that they find (like markers, paper, jackets, etc.).
· Allow five to ten minutes to build the road.

· Judge to find the longest road. 
· Ask everyone to help clean up the roads and put everything back where it belongs at the end of the activity. 
What You Say:
“When we start off on a new road, we’re never sure exactly what will happen by the time we get to the end of it. Will we have a good trip? Will we fight with the people traveling with us? Will there be snacks? [Transition] Let’s go hear about a very special ‘road trip’ that Jesus took with His friends.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Grid Puzzler 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Grid Puzzler” Activity Pages, “Grid Puzzler Key” Activity Page, colored pencils
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Grid Puzzler” Activity Page.

· Set out the colored pencils.
· Ask if any kids have ever done a Sudoku or nonogram puzzle. Tell them that this puzzle is called a nonogram, and it’s similar to Sudoku.

· Explain that the numbers on each side of the lines show how many squares will be colored on that line.
· Point out that there are numbers on the vertical and horizontal lines, and the number of squares they color in each line and column must fit with the numbers at the side or top of any given line. 
· Once the squares are colored in correctly, the puzzle reveals a cool picture/shape. 
· Search “nonogram explained” on YouTube™ for a more in-depth description of the rules.

· Use the following to guide the group through the first few steps together. Use the “Grid Puzzler Key” page to provide hints, but be careful not to let kids see it!

· Start with the middle vertical line (up and down); the one that says 15. That means in that up and down line, you should fill in 15 squares. (Let kids fill them in.)

· Move on to one of the horizontal lines: the one near the bottom that says 9. It’s a line that already has one block filled in from the 15 vertical line, so you need to fill in the four squares on each side of that filled-in block, for a total of 9 squares on that line.

· Because there’s a zero on the left most vertical line and the rightmost vertical line, we know that the 2 vertical lines on each end of the puzzle have no blocks to fill in. 

· Look at the second vertical line from the left; it says 5 blocks. 

· To figure out where to put those blocks, use clues from the other across lines.

· The very top line only needs one and one block is already filled in from the vertical line of 15. 

· The next horizontal row is 3, and because there’s only one number, we know those 3 will have to go all in a row together horizontally. You already have one block filled in from the row of 15, so you’ll fill in one block on either side of the existing block. 

· The next two horizontal lines need 3 blocks filled in, one at a time, with a one more spaces in between. You already have one of those filled in from the row of 15. So we’ll leave those alone for now. 

· Look at the second horizontal row that has 2,1,2. That’s the start of the 5 down/vertical line.
· Continue using the clues like that, matching up what the horizontal row calls for with what the vertical row calls for.

· This is quite challenging! So if kids are getting frustrated or stuck on a particular clue, use the key to tell them which blocks to fill in.
· Older kids can help the younger kids, as needed.

What You Say:
“This is a tricky type of puzzle! You have to follow the rules exactly. Sometimes, there’s a lot to figure out before you can even guess what the picture will be. It reminds me of our Bible story. At the beginning of the journey into Jerusalem, Jesus’ friends weren’t sure what would happen. Things seemed scary. There were leaders waiting to arrest Jesus. Then, things seemed great. Crowds welcomed Jesus with palm branches and singing. But when Jesus was arrested a few days later, things were scary again. 
“That happens in our lives, doesn’t it? Have you ever had a situation turn out differently than you expected? (Invite discussions of both good and bad surprise endings.) When things turn out differently than what was planned, or you’re disappointed about something, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember God is still working. 
“God’s rescue plan was in all parts of the Palm Sunday story, from the donkey Jesus rode into town to the people cheering, even to the other leaders being angry. God is always working to show love for all people, even when life is uncertain or confusing. Just like this puzzle, we won’t know how everything will work out until the end, but we do know that God is always working and always with us.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What’s a good way to react when your plans don’t work out the way you’d hoped? 

· What does it feel like when you’re facing a tough situation and you can’t see or understand what God is doing in it? 

· Why does it give us hope to know that God is ALWAYS working out God’s plans and will NEVER stop?

2. Palm Branches and Roadblocks 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Palm Branches” and Roadblock Cards” Activity Pages, prepared construction paper path, a die
What You Do:
· Line up the group at one end of the path and give each kid two palm branch cards.
· Set out the pile of “Roadblock Cards.” 
· Give the first kid in line the die and let them roll to see how many spaces they should move. 
· If the kid rolls an even number, they must “face a roadblock” before they can continue. 
· Draw a Roadblock Card.

· Read the Roadblock Card and invite the kid to talk briefly about how they would feel in that situation.

· Then have the kid say the Bottom Line on their Palm Branch card and give that card to you. 
· If a kid rolls an odd number, direct them to move that number of spaces.
· After each kid’s turn, they pass the die to the next kid in line. 
· As you collect Palm Branch cards, place them at the start of the road. 

· If a kid runs out of Palm Branches then faces a Roadblock, a friend can give them a Palm Branch or they can run to the start of the road for you to give both cards back. 
· Play until all kids have reached the end of the road. 
What You Say:
“Life can feel like a series of roadblocks—unexpected things that keep us from what we want to do. What are some ‘roadblocks’ you’ve had in the past? (Let kids share—be sensitive to kids who might currently be in difficult situations and kind to kids whose “difficulties” might seem small or silly.) 
“We all have times when we are disappointed or frustrated. The crowds cheering Jesus must have been disappointed when He didn’t take over as their king. Jesus’ friends must have been frustrated at times when Jesus’ plan was different than their plan. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you felt disappointed or frustrated—especially with something you expected to happen that did not turn out well or when you counted on someone and they let you down. How did you feel? What gave you hope in that situation?) 
“When things seem hopeless—like you’re stuck at a roadblock—no matter what that situation, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember God is still working to show love and faithfulness to the whole world.”

3. Puzzled Palms 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Painted puzzle pieces, black permanent markers, small canvases, tacky glue, Bible
What You Do:
· Give each kid seven puzzle pieces and a black permanent marker.
· Open the Bible to John 16:33b. Read the verse to the group.

· Invite the kids to write one word of the following phrase on the green part of each puzzle piece: Be encouraged! I have won the battle.
· Instruct the kids to carefully draw a palm branch outline on their canvases, sketching lightly (a football shape, tilted slightly sideways, is fine). 
· Direct the kids to glue their verse pieces onto the canvas, following the shape of the palm branch. (They don’t have to assemble or match the puzzle pieces, as long as the pieces are adhered in a general palm branch shape.)
· Set the canvases aside to dry. 
What You Say:
“Hang these palms somewhere special so that [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember God is still working. In our verse, Jesus reminds His friends that God’s power and Spirit are still at work in the world, even when things seem difficult or sad.
“Someday, when we are all together with Jesus, everything we have been through—all the difficult things, frustrations, and disappointments—will seem very small in the light of God’s big goodness to us. Right now, that’s hard to understand. 
“If you’re going through a time and you need help and hope, remember that God has put people in your life who can help you. People like . . . (Let kids offer answers and affirm them—“That’s right, your parents or other trusted grown-ups, teachers, Small Group Leaders, and friends can help you.”) 
“We can remind you that hard times don’t last forever and that God is still working for good, even if you can’t see it right now.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Path from “Palm Branches and Roadblocks” Activity
What You Do: 
· Gather the group at the starting square of the path.
· Ask the group to walk the path.
· When they put their left foot down, prompt the kids to say, “Whatever happens.” 
· When they put their right foot down, prompt the kids to say, “Remember God is still working.” 
· Encourage each of the kids to walk down the path that way.

· Gather together to close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for never giving up on us. You never stop working to show love to all You have made. Please help us have hope in You when times are dark and the road is long. Please help us trust that You are always working for good, even when we can’t see it. Teach us to hope in You. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their palm canvases and nonograms and talk to their families about Palm Sunday. If your church has any Holy Week services or special Easter events, make sure families know about them before they leave. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Variety of puzzles, brain teasers, Rubik’s® Cubes, etc.
· (Optional) Puzzle pieces, green paint, paintbrushes, and drop cloth or tarp (to paint puzzle pieces for “Puzzled Palms” Activity) 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
·  Materials readily available in your Small Group area—markers, blocks, paper, etc.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Grid Puzzler 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Grid Puzzler” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Print the “Grid Puzzler Key” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Colored pencils 
*2. Palm Branches and Roadblocks 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Palm Branches” Activity Page on green paper and cut out; two for each kid

· Print the “Roadblock Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Masking tape 
· 15-20 sheets of construction paper 
· One die 
· Use the masking tape and the construction paper to make a long, game board path around your small group’s area.
· If you have a big group, consider making two game boards in order to keep kids moving through the game. 
3. Puzzled Palms 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Puzzle pieces (from a dollar store or thrift store puzzle); seven for each kid
· Green paint

· Paintbrushes

· Drop cloth or tarp

· Pre-paint the puzzle pieces green if you don’t plan to have kids paint them in “Early Arriver.” Set them aside to dry.
· Black permanent markers
· Small canvases (from a dollar store or similar) 
· Tacky glue 
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Path from “Palm Branches and Roadblocks” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
1
©2022 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

