252 Kids


April 2022 • Week 1
Puzzled: Believe there’s a bigger picture


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: You Raise Me Up (Lazarus Raised) • John 11:1-45 

Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“You Are Faithful” from This Love and “Hope Is Alive” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Who Said That?
Application Activity: Powerful Tag
Memory Verse Activity: Powerful Pieces
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: You Raise Me Up (Lazarus Raised) • John 11:1-45 

Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that the abstract concept of God’s power would start to make sense in kids’ hearts. Pray that kids understand that they can take comfort in God’s ultimate power and in the knowledge that no matter what happens, God is always there for them. Pray that God would continue to put people in your kids’ lives who can guide them with the presence of the Spirit.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Offering container, a variety of puzzles, brain teasers and “thinking” toys
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group and ask the kids how they’re doing.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Set out the puzzles, brain teasers, etc.
· Invite the kids to play with the toys before your Small Group time begins. 
· As the kids play, ask them about their lives at home and school or other important things in their world like video games, music, sports, etc.
· Ask: 
· Have you ever played with toys like these before?
· How do you feel when you solve one?
· How does it feel to get stuck?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Story Cubes” Activity Pages, coloring materials, scissors, tape
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Story Cubes” Activity Page and set out the coloring materials. 

· Encourage the kids to color in the symbols on the dice faces.
· Invite the kids to come up with their own symbols for the two blank sides of the dice. (like emoji face emotions, arrows, letters, hashtags, punctuation, or simple line drawings) 
· Set out the scissors and tape.

· Demonstrate how to cut out and assemble a cube, folding on the fold lines and taping the tabs together. 
· Invite the kids to cut out and assemble their cubes. 
· After the cubes are prepared, invite the group to sit in a circle. 
· Instruct the kids to roll their cubes into the center of the circle.

· Line up the cubes. 
· Challenge the group to come up with a story that involves the symbols shown on the cubes. 
· As time allows, roll again and let kids make up new stories.
· If you have mostly older kids, invite a kid to roll their own cube and start a story then tag a friend to continue the story by rolling their cube and using that symbol to add to it. 
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“Some stories we know by heart and can tell beginning, middle, and end. Some stories don’t end the way we think they should and some stories are so confusing that we can’t tell what’s going on! Sometimes life feels like we’re in a giant game of story cubes, and we’re not sure how everything will end up. [Transition] Let’s go hear about a family who thought their story was over, only to discover they were in the middle of it!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Who Said That? 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Who Said That? Characters” Activity Page cards, “Who Said That? Quotes” Activity Page strips, (optional) prizes
What You Do:
· Give each kid a set of “Who Said That? Characters” cards.

· Instruct the kids to hold the character cards in their hands like playing cards. 
· Place the “Who Said That? Quotes” in the middle of the circle.

· One by one, invite a kid to select a quote and read it to the group. (If you have early readers in your group, read the quote to them.)
· Invite the rest of the kids to look at their cards, choose which character they think said that quote, and toss the card in the circle. 
· The answers are below. The Mary and Martha quotes will be tricky, but encourage kids to make their best guess.
· I am the resurrection and the life. (Jesus)
· Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. (Mary)
· But Lord, Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days. (Martha)
· Lord, if he is sleeping, he will get better. (disciples)

· See how much Jesus loved Lazarus! (Jews/family friends)
· Play the game, going through all the quotes, then give a small prize to each kid you have them. 
What You Say:
“A lot of people in our Bible story had questions, like Martha and Mary. They both wondered why Jesus hadn’t come sooner to heal Lazarus. Even the people at their house questioned why Jesus hadn’t saved Lazarus. Jesus’ own disciples and friends had questions, too, like, ‘Why didn’t Jesus act sooner to help His friend?’ Did Jesus answer all their questions? (Pause for responses—no, not really.) 
“When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that God is more powerful than any question, any trouble, and even death. There is no question you can ask, no problem or hard situation you can have, that is bigger or stronger than God. [Bottom Line] Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is. God can show you how to have hope even in difficult times when you feel sad, scared, or angry.”
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate time you had questions or experienced difficulty but found comfort in God’s power. Maybe you read something in the Bible that God did and felt more peaceful or you remembered how God has worked in your life and the lives of those you love. If you’ve experienced grief over a loved one, or a child in your small group has, this might be a good time to sensitively discuss God’s power over death and how that can bring us hope even when we are sad.)
2. Powerful Tag
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Gather the group and invite the kids to call out things or people that are powerful.
· If they’re stumped, here are some ideas: electricity, storms, superheroes, gravity, leaders, words, fires, medicines, waves, animals (lions, bears, etc.), emotions
· After brainstorming some ideas, play a game of Tag.
· Ask for a volunteer to be “It.”
· Instruct the kid who is It to try to tag the other kids.

· Direct the rest of the kids to run away from the kid who is It.
· Tell the group that if they lift their arms in a superhero pose and say one of the “powerful” things before they are tagged, “It” has to run away from them and can’t tag them. 
· Once It tags another kid, the new kid becomes It.
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“There are many things that have power—natural forces like storms, electricity, and gravity; people like leaders and heroes; fierce animals; and even strong words or big ideas. But the most powerful of anyone, anything, anywhere, is God. In our Bible story, through Jesus, God raised someone from the dead. We know from other stories in the Bible that God did many miracles and amazing things. Can anyone name other powerful things God has done? (Invite responses.) 
“You might not see God do a huge miracle, like in our story today, but God’s power is working in you, in me, and in the world around us. Even though bad things still happen, God is with us. God’s power and presence help us have hope, even when things are hard. 
“Have you ever been in a tough situation and felt God was with you even when you were upset or afraid? (Invite responses. Be sensitive to kids who might face very difficult situations and be kind to those whose fears seem “silly” or “small.” Those emotions are just as big to the kids as adults’ emotions are.) 
“So, when you feel like something is too big or strong for you to handle, pray! Talk to God and talk to a trusted grown up, but [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Has there ever been a situation in which you felt powerless? 
· How could remembering God’s power bring you hope or comfort in that time? 
· How would you explain hope to someone else? 

3. Powerful Pieces 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Powerful Pieces Cards” Activity Page cards (inside Bibles if you chose), Bibles, coloring materials 
What You Do:
· Using the Bible navigation tips below, look up John 16:33b together and read it out loud. 

· Direct the kids to get into pairs.

· Make sure each pair has a Bible with a puzzle piece.
· Set out the coloring materials.
· Invite pairs to look up the verse printed on their puzzle piece.

· Direct the kids to draw or write something about that verse on their puzzle piece.
· When all kids are finished, put the puzzle together as a group.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open the Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd-3rd grade) to find John in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find John. Ask older elementary kids (4th-5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find John, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 16, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 33 in chapter 16. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“We know from our Bible story that God is powerful, but there are so many other stories in the Bible about God’s power. What did you notice when you read the verse on your puzzle piece? What stood out about God or His power? (Invite responses.) 
“God displays His power in a lot of different ways—through creation, actions towards people in history, the story of God’s people in the Bible, and most of all, through rescuing us from sin and death.
“When you are worried about storms or other disasters, how could God’s power bring you hope? (Invite responses.) What about when you’re upset with something happening in your family? (Invite responses.) If you felt sorry or ashamed about how you treated someone, how could God’s power help you then? (Invite responses.) When you don’t know the right thing to do, how does God’s power help? (Invite responses.)
“In all of these times, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Story Cubes from “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· Give each kid the Story Cube they created. 
· Instruct the kids to stand in a circle.

· Invite the kids to roll their cubes then set them in the center of the circle.
· Ask each kid to look at the symbol on their cube and tell the group what that symbol reminds them to pray for.
· Invite each kid to say, “Even when [what the cube reminds them of], I will remember how powerful God is.”
· End with [Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.”
· Invite the kids to pray out loud around the circle.
· Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that You care about us and our lives. You are with us even when we are sad, upset, or confused. Your power can bring us hope, no matter what the situation is. Please show us how to hope in You. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the Story Cubes and the “Who Said That? Characters” cards. Tell adults that their kids have an incredible story about God’s power to tell them with the cards they’re bringing home.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Variety of puzzles, brain teasers, and “thinking” toys (Rubik’s® Cubes, maze games, etc.)
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Story Cubes” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid
· Coloring materials 
· Scissors
· Tape 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Who Said That? 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Who Said That? Characters” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each kid
· Print the “Who Said That? Quotes” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
· (Optional) Small prizes; one for each kid
2. Powerful Tag 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
3. Powerful Pieces 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print the “Powerful Pieces Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Bibles; one for each pair of kids 
· Coloring materials 
· (Optional) You can prepare ahead of time by placing one puzzle piece from the “Powerful Pieces” Activity Page in each Bible at the referenced verse. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Story Cubes from “Opening Activity”
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
1
©2022 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

