252 Kids


April 2022 • Week 4

Puzzled: Believe there’s a bigger picture


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: All I Ask (Jesus Appears to Thomas) • John 20:19-29
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Your Way” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Weight of Hope
Application Activity: Doubt Versus Hope
Memory Verse Activity: Unseen Hope
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: All I Ask (Jesus Appears to Thomas) • John 20:19-29
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hi, friends! It’s awesome to be back at [your environment’s name] with you today. The week after Easter can bring up a lot of questions like . . . “What’s next? And who ate all the Peeps®?” Answer: [Me or Not me]. But even if we don’t have all the answers, I’m really glad you’re here, because we’re not done talking about hope!

SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Hope is believing that something good can come out of something bad.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“Sometimes it can be tough to see the bigger picture because we can only see part of the puzzle. When we’re going through something tough, we might feel like we have more questions than answers. But even when we have questions, we can still have hope!
Walk behind the table with the two piles of cards.
“To start our time off today, I’ve got a fun game for us to play called ‘Riddle Me This!’ We have some questions in this pile. (Reference the questions pile.) They’re riddles, like word puzzles. And in this pile (reference the answers pile), there are pictures that are the answers to the questions. If you’re in 3rd, 4th or 5th grade, come grab a card from the question pile. If you’re in kindergarten, 1st or 2nd grade, grab a picture answer. Take a look at your card, but keep it close to you and don’t let anyone else see it yet!
NOTE: Make sure that you start with the exact number of cards as you have people playing the game. We’ve provided 36 cards (18 questions, 18 answers). Do a quick count before Large Group starts and adjust your card numbers accordingly—just make sure that if you leave any cards out, you’re leaving out both the question and its matching answer.
If you have more than 36 kids in the room, you can double up some questions and answers or create some additional cards of your own.
You can adjust the grade breakdowns based on your numbers. For example, if you run out of question cards first, you can ask a 3rd-5th grader to take an answer card instead.

Leader: If you have an odd number of kids, you can step in and play in order to even things up. The important thing is that you have an even number of question cards and answer cards to play the game—with one card for each person in the room.
“When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll walk around and try to find your match. You’ll want to hold your card out so everyone can read it, of course. Those of you with the question card, you may want to try to solve your riddle first, then find your answer. Or you may find it helpful to walk around and look at all the pictures and see if that helps you solve your question.

“Those of you who have pictures, if you want to try to read the questions and find your partner, go for it! Or you can simply walk around and wait for your partner to find you! As soon as you and your partner find each other, sit down where you are. Our goal is to have everyone sitting before the music stops. That means we only have two minutes to get everyone matched.

“Do you think we can do it? Let’s find out! On your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Fun instrumental music
Set a timer on your phone for two minutes.

Comment on the action and encourage the kids as they try to find their matches. If it’s taking some kids too long, you can always nudge the kids with the questions and kids with the answers together. If everyone doesn’t find their partner before the music ends, you can read out the remaining questions and have everyone guess the answers together.

“Some of those were tricky questions! But you all worked together to solve the puzzle. Nice job! Now everyone get back on your feet so we can sing and worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Life is full of questions, but there’s great news: our God can see the bigger picture. God knows EVERYTHING! We can turn to God whenever we have questions. Let’s thank God for that as we sing.
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 6 from Make a Move
“It’s so great to know that we aren’t facing life’s questions alone. Whenever we’re in need and looking for help, God is always there for us! As we read in Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV), ‘The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth.’ God’s Spirit can give us hope, even when there are things we don’t understand. Let’s lift our voices now and declare that we want to live God’s way.
AUDIO: “Your Way” / track 3 from Make a Move
“That’s right! God’s way is always the best way. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Place the Easter baskets labeled A, B, and C at the front of the stage.

Setting up the story
LEADER: “We obviously just celebrated Easter last week. Today I’ve got a story for you about the very FIRST Easter Sunday—before anyone knew to call it Easter. Since I have these leftover Easter eggs, I thought this would be a fun way to share today’s story with you.

Hand out the plastic eggs—three for each kid.

“Each of you are getting three eggs. You’ve got to keep them in your lap until I ask you a question. Then you’ll guess what happened next in the story. When you think you know the answer, you’ll toss your egg into one of the Easter baskets up here to place your vote. Sound good? All right, let’s get to the story.
“We’re picking up the story after Jesus died on the cross. Jesus’ disciples were really sad about everything that happened. And they were worried, too. They wondered if the religious leaders might be out to get them next. So they gathered together behind locked doors. 
“Jesus had been buried; but earlier that day, Mary told them some shocking news. Mary said that Jesus’ tomb was empty . . . and that she had seen Jesus ALIVE!” 

Jesus appears
LEADER: “Suddenly, a man stood among them, inside that locked room. It was Jesus! He was alive, just as Mary had said! What do you think Jesus said to His friends?

“Was it . . .

Read the answers from the printed script.

A) ‘Remember who you are,’ (say this in a deep Mufasa voice)
B) ‘May peace be with you,’ or

C) ‘I’ll be back’?
“Toss ONE of your eggs into the basket that matches your answer!

Give the kids a few seconds to toss their eggs into the baskets. Repeat the answers if needed.
“If you voted answer B, you’re right! Jesus looked at His friends and said, ‘May peace be with you!’ (John 20:19, NIrV)
“Jesus showed the disciples where He had been hurt, on His hands and His side, so they could be sure it was Him.
“The disciples were overjoyed to see Jesus! But just as quickly as He had come, Jesus was gone. His friends stared at each other in joy.”
THOMAS DOUBTS
LEADER: “But there was one person who wasn’t in the room when it happened. Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, wasn’t with the others when Jesus appeared. Where WAS Thomas?

A) Antarctica,
B) New York City, or
C) We don’t know

Give the kids a few seconds to toss their eggs into the baskets. Repeat the answers if needed.

“If you voted answer C, you’re right! We don’t actually know where Thomas was. We just know he wasn’t there when Jesus showed up in the room. When Thomas returned to his friends, they immediately told him what he had missed. They told him that they had seen Jesus—right there, in that very room. Jesus didn’t even have to open the door! 

“But Thomas . . . well, he wasn’t so sure. I mean, what the disciples were talking about didn’t seem possible. It seemed too good to be true. Thomas said . . .
Open the Bible to John 20:25 (NIrV) and read.

“First I must see the nail marks in his hands. I must put my finger where the nails were. I must put my hand into his side. Only then will I believe.”
THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENED
LEADER: “The following Sunday, the disciples were gathered again behind locked doors. This time, Thomas was there. Suddenly, just as before, someone was standing in the room with them!
“Was it . . .
A) Jesus,

B) Queen Elsa, or

C) Emperor Zurg?
Give the kids a few seconds to toss their eggs into basket A. Repeat the answers if needed.

“I had a feeling you’d guess that one. Jesus appeared among His friends, and once again, He said, ‘May peace be with you!’ (John 20:26, NIrV). Then Jesus spoke to Thomas and said . . . 
Open the Bible to John 20:27 (NIrV) and read.

“Put your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.

“Thomas could see that it was true. Jesus really WAS alive! He cried out, ‘My Lord and my God!’ (John 20:28, NIrV)

“Jesus wasn’t mad at Thomas for not believing. Not at all! Jesus said to Thomas . . . 
Open the Bible to John 20:29 (NIrV) and read.

“Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “At first, it was hard for Thomas to believe that Jesus had come back to life. But Jesus didn’t make Thomas feel badly about having doubts and questions. Instead, Jesus lovingly answered Thomas. He showed Thomas that He was bigger than any question Thomas might have.
“You and I will have lots of questions, too. There are times in life when things don’t go the way we expect, or we have a hard time finding hope. That’s when we need to remember how much God loves us and that God is always with us. We can choose to trust God and find HOPE in God, even when we have questions.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.
“Let’s pray and thank God for being so good to us.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, we are so thankful to know that You are bigger than our questions; because sometimes we DO have questions. Sometimes we doubt. Sometimes we don’t understand. Sometimes we can’t make sense of what You’re doing or why things are happening. Help us remember in those times that we can turn to You and ask ANYTHING, because nothing is too big or too small for You! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “It must have been hard for Thomas when he heard how Jesus had appeared to his friends but he had completely missed it! I can understand why it would have been hard for him to believe Jesus had come back to life, since he hadn’t seen Jesus with his own eyes.
“But instead of keeping that to himself, Thomas said it out loud. He shared his doubts and questions with his friends. Then Jesus showed up and patiently gave Thomas the proof he was looking for.

“It’s okay to have questions. I’m sure you have lots of questions, just like I do. And while we may not have the answers to all our questions, we know that GOD does. God knows how many stars are in the sky. God knows how many hairs are on your head. And God is bigger than even our toughest questions!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.”
LEADER: “When you have a question or even a doubt, it doesn’t mean you’re doing something wrong. It just means you’re human, and you can’t see everything God does. So in those times we don’t understand, we can still choose to TRUST God; and that will give us hope. [Basic Truth] We can trust God no matter what. We can believe that God is bigger than our questions.
“We’ll get to talk about that some more in Small Group. Let’s head that way right now!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Table

· “Riddle Me This” Cards, printed from the LG Assets PDF, cut out and sorted into two piles: question cards and answer cards
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun instrumental music
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “Riddle Me This” Cards (printable)
Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Download and print the “Riddle Me This” cards. Cut them out, sorting them into two piles—one pile of question cards and one pile of answer cards. Note: If you anticipate having more kids than the number of card sets, you can either make additional sets, or you can print multiple sets. It will still be a fun challenge for the kids even if there are repeats.
· We’ve provided 36 cards (18 questions, 18 answers). Do a quick count before Large Group starts and adjust your card numbers accordingly so that you have the exact number of cards as kids in the room. Make sure that if you leave any cards out, you’re leaving out both the question and its matching answer.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Run to You” from Make a Move
· “Your Way” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. 

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Plastic Easter eggs—three for each kid
· Three Easter baskets labeled A, B, and C
· Tarp or drop cloth (optional)
· Printed script
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Label the baskets with the letters A, B and C, and place them near the stage, along with a bag/container with the plastic eggs.
· You may want to put a tarp or drop cloth under the baskets, so that it’s easier to gather and clean up the plastic eggs later.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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