252 Kids


March 2022 • Week 4
Jam Session: Everyone has a part to play


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: One (Early Church Works Together / Believers Share Their Lives Together) • Acts 2:42-47
Today’s Bottom Line: Make a habit of working together.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Music Cues
Application Activity: The Little Things
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Verses
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: One (Early Church Works Together / Believers Share Their Lives Together) • Acts 2:42-47
Today’s Bottom Line: Make a habit of working together.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to show kids what part they can play in helping to point others to God. Pray that kids would begin a habit of looking for ways to work together with others, share what they have and their gifts, and do it with a spirit of love and helpfulness. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container, prepared CDs from previous weeks, yarn, scissors, (optional) plastic sewing needles
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 

· Set out the woven CDs that the group worked on in previous weeks.

· Invite the kids to arrange the finished CDs in a few different ways to create an overall pattern that they like. 
· Decide on the final shape—do the kids want to string them all in one line, make a square or rectangle? 
· Once a decision on a shape and pattern has been made, cut a few long lengths of yarn, set out the plastic sewing needles (if using), and let the kids work on connecting the CDs together. 
· To “sew” the CDs together, loop the end of the string along one of the loops on the CD, choose a loop in a similar location on another CD, and tie those two CDs together. 
· Continue until you have the arrangement your group wants.

· Decide where to hang your CD quilt. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Pairs of Pairs” Activity Page cards
What You Do:
· Give each kid a card from the “Pairs of Pairs Cards” Activity Page.
· Direct the kids to be silent once they get their card. 
· Instruct the kids to silently find someone who has a card that goes well with, or pairs with, their card. 
· For example: It could be an obvious pairing like milk and cookies. Or it could be a less obvious pairing like coffee and socks (a kid’s parent could always drink coffee while wearing socks). 
· Once the kids get into pairs, instruct each pair to silently find another pair that they could “go with” or “match” for any reason.
· For example: milk and cookies might pair with dinner and dessert or with slippers and pajamas. 
· Ask the group of four kids to again find out if there are any other groups they might “pair” with.
· Allow the kids to talk quietly this time.
· Ask the groups to share how they paired up and why they would be a good match with another group. 
· Collect the cards and give out different cards as time allows. 
What You Say:
“It was interesting to see how you all decided to group yourselves. It’s easier to cooperate and find a pair if you’re looking for what you share in common with someone, rather than what is different. [Transition] Let’s go hear how a group of people focused on the most important thing they had in common so they could cooperate on something very significant!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Music Cues 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Music player or phone, five different songs
What You Do:
· Have the songs you chose for the five different categories easily accessible on your player or phone.

· Practice a few simple motions with the group while playing that motion’s corresponding music: 
· Eating—direct the kids to bring their hands toward their mouths as if holding spoons.
· Prayer—instruct the kids to clasp their hands in front of them and kneel.
· Working—direct the kids to make the sign for “work” by lightly tapping their fists together, right fist on top of left fist, while they march in place. 
· Worship—instruct the kids to raise their hands in praise and sway to the music. 
· Sharing—direct the kids to hold out their left hand, palm up, their right hand closed with the fingertips touching the thumb, tapping their right hand on their left hand, then moving across to their neighbor’s waiting left palm. 
· Cue the music and explain to the kids that when they hear that music, they should make the appropriate motion. 
· Play segments of the music, switching abruptly between them as kids try to keep up with the motions. 
· Direct the kids who get mixed up to sit out for a few rounds but always bring anyone who is sitting out in as soon as the “sharing” song plays. 
What You Say:
“These songs showed some of the things that the early church did together. We heard in our Bible story that they ate together, prayed together, worshipped together, worked together, and shared whatever they had. This wasn’t just a once-a-week thing. The early church met together often. They showed us how to [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together. 
“We don’t meet together as a church quite that often, but who do you see almost every day that you can cooperate with? (Invite responses—family, classmates, teammates, etc.)
“How can you make a habit of cooperation?” (Invite responses—always look for ways to help others, take a deep breath before complaining or competing, ask family or friends for ideas on how to cooperate, etc.) 
2. The Little Things 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: No supplies needed, (optional) necklaces, neckties, sunglasses, hats, and other accessories
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Direct the teams to line up facing each other.
· On your signal, invite the kids to turn around and change one thing about themselves, as a group. 
· Rolling up or pushing down sleeves or pant legs
· Taking off or putting on glasses
· Taking off shoes or switching them on their feet
· Changing hairstyles
· (Optional) Set out a small pile of accessories for each group to use.
· After a few seconds, instruct the teams to turn around. 
· Invite each team to guess what the other group changed. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows. 
What You Say:
“In this game, you had to cooperate as a group to change your appearance then to remember what the other team looked like and how they’d changed. You needed more than one person to keep track of the other team. The more you worked together, the more likely you were to notice all the changes. 
“We usually compete with others, trying to be the best, or we complain about having to work with them, trying to do stuff on our own. But neither of those are what God wants for us. God wants us to [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together. 
“That means that when a parent needs help, you and your siblings pitch in together to help make dinner or keep the house tidy. When your coach asks for a certain play, you just get to it instead of complaining that you don’t get the ball in that play. 
“The more you focus on working together, the more it will become a habit. Pretty soon, you won’t be complaining or competing all the time. You’ll be cooperating!” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Do you and your family [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together? Why or why not? 
· What was your reaction the last time you were asked to cooperate with someone else at home or school? 
· If you’re not in the habit of cooperation, how can you start? 
3. Verse Verses
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles, instruments to provide a beat
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Read Ecclesiastes 4:9 out loud together.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Ecclesiastes in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Ecclesiastes, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Ecclesiastes. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Ecclesiastes, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4 and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 4. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Ask kids to form small groups of two to four, depending on the size of your group. 
· Invite each group to make a beat and a rap or chant for the verse.
· Encourage the kids to incorporate hand motions, clapping, etc. 
· Invite each group to perform the verse for the others. 
What You Say:
“You all did so well! This challenge really highlights the truth from our verse—that two people are better than one! I’m glad you had each other to give you those sick beats! 
“While this was just a simple song, it’s important to [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together. You want to be on the lookout for every way you can cooperate with others to make a difference. This whole month, we focused on working together, so I hope it’s becoming a habit. 
“How have you discovered ways to [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together this month? (Invite answers.) Have you been somewhere or seen something that made you think about cooperation? (Invite responses—sports on TV, a dancing competition, a fundraiser in the community, a reading circle at school.) There are ways all around us to cooperate, we just need to make a habit of looking for them!”
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you worked with others this month. Did the Large Group or Small Group discussions help you actively look for ways to work together? How have you been affected by this month’s Life App of Cooperation?)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Music player or phone, “prayer” music from “Music Cues” Activity
What You Do: 
· Gather the group in a circle for prayer.
· Play the “prayer” cue music from the “Music Cues” Activity. 
· Ask kids to share prayer requests and to pray for each other, just like the early church did. 
· Invite the kids to pray out loud together. 
· When the kids are finished praying, close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that we can pray any time. Thank You for hearing these prayers, just like You heard the prayers of the early church. Please help us [Bottom Line] make a habit of working together to help others, even by praying with them like this. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, offer to share the playlist from the “Music Cues” Activity so families have another cue to cooperate together in prayer, eating, worship, work, and sharing.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Prepared CDs from previous weeks 
· Yarn in various colors
· Scissors
· (Optional) Plastic sewing needles
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Pairs of Pairs” Activity Page cut apart; one set for each small group
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Music Cues 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Music player or phone
· Five distinct types of music—one for:

· Prayer (like “Manifesto” chorus by The City Harmonic)
· Eating (like “His Cheeseburger” by VeggieTales)
· Working (like “Happy Working Song” by Amy Adams from Enchanted)
· Worship (like “What A Beautiful Name” by Hillsong Worship)
· Sharing (like “The Thankfulness Song” by VeggieTales)
2. The Little Things
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
· (Optional) Small pile of accessories like necklaces, neckties, sunglasses, hats, etc.
3. Verse Verses
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Instruments to provide a beat—drumsticks, markers, unsharpened pencils, drums, shakers, etc. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Music player or phone

· Prayer music from “Music Cues” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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