252 Kids


March 2022 • Week 3
Jam Session: Everyone has a part to play


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Do Something (Jesus Heals a Man Who Could Not Walk / Four Friends) • Luke 5:17-26
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone in need.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Participation Relay
Application Activity: Human Dominoes
Memory Verse Activity: Four Knees, Two Noses
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Do Something (Jesus Heals a Man Who Could Not Walk / Four Friends) • Luke 5:17-26
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone in need.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that kids’ eyes would be opened to the needs of those around them and that they would recognize the opportunities they have to join forces with friends to help someone else. Ask God to show kids the value in working with friends to help meet someone else’s need.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Pages, offering container, prepared CDs from previous weeks, yarn in various colors, scissors, (optional) plastic sewing needles
What You Do:
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group. 
· Invite the kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Invite the kids to choose a CD that was prepared last week and some yarn. 
· Thread the plastic sewing needles (if using).
· Set out the “CD Weaving Instructions” pages and instruct kids to follow the pictures and instructions.

· Direct kids to start in the center hole and weave their yarn under and over the loops already on the CD. 

· To change colors, instruct the kids to tie the end of the new color to the end of the old color and keep weaving. 
· Set the weaving project aside when time is up. 
· Make sure as many CDs are finished as possible. Next week involves tying the CDs into a quilt display so store the CDs and supplies in a safe place to use next week. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Clear plastic cups, construction paper balls
What You Do:
· Give each kid a plastic cup.

· Set one plastic cup in the center of the group. 
· Randomly give each kid four paper balls. 
· Direct the kids to stack the crumpled paper balls in their cups so that the balls are more or less in a row. 
· Challenge the group to work it so that all of the cups have one color of balls in them, following these rules: 
· Balls can only go in an empty spot.

· Cups can only have four balls in them at a time.
· Balls can only be placed on top of their same color. 
· The cup in the center can be used.

· Once a cup is full, it’s out of the game and can’t be used to move balls around. 
· Play until all of the cups have just one color in them. 
· Encourage older kids to lead the effort while letting younger kids come up with some of the solutions or moves. 

What You Say:
“In this game, you had to not only try to get all the colors in your cup sorted, you had to look out for what your friends needed in their cups. The only way to win was to help others get what they needed too. [Transition] Let’s go hear about some friends who went to EXTREME lengths to get their friend what he needed.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Participation Relay
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Jesus Figure” Activity Page, towels, pillowcases or small blankets, baby doll or action figure, shovel, trowel or large spoon, masking tape, (optional) timer
What You Do:
· Tape an “X” in each corner of your room. 
· Tape a rectangle on the floor in the center of the room. This will be your “house.”
· Place the “Jesus Figure” in the “house.” 
· Direct the kids to get in pairs.

· Give each pair a towel, blanket, or pillowcase. 
· Direct the pairs to stand on the four different X’s and hold their towel stretched out between them.

· If you have more than eight kids, instruct more than one pair to stand near each “X.”
· Explain that the goal is to get the “friend” (baby doll or action figure) to the “house” to meet Jesus. 
· Choose one pair on an “X” to be the first team. 
· Put the doll and the shovel on their towel. 
· Direct that team to carry the doll and shovel between them, walk to the next “X,” and transfer the doll and shovel to the towel held by the next pair. 
· Direct the first pair to run to the “house” after they have transferred the baby doll and shovel. 
· Instruct the other pairs to transfer the friend and shovel to each other from “X” to “X,” until the last pair of kids has the doll and the shovel.
· Direct that team to run with the towel and contents to the house. 
· Instruct the pair to lay the towel down near the house. 
· Direct all of the kids to “shovel” once around the “house.” 
· Instruct the kids to hold the towel and move the friend close to Jesus. 
· Once the kids do this successfully, invite the kids to do it again. Time them for speed.
What You Say:
“There was a lot involved in getting this friend to see Jesus! These four people could have just waited and hoped for Jesus to come to their friend, or even just told their friend about Jesus without physically taking him there. They could have given up and decided to just have lunch along the way!  But these friends committed to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone in need. The only person who could help their friend was Jesus, so they stopped at nothing to get him to Jesus. 
“We all know things we can do by ourselves to help others, but what could we do to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone in need?” (Invite responses—throw a party for someone who needs cheering up, clean a yard for an elderly person, form a buddy club for lonely kids at school, cook a meal at a soup kitchen, start an online petition to change an unfair rule, raise money together to sponsor a child, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you worked with a group to help someone in need. How did it feel to be part of a team like that? How did your part help the group? Share the outcome of the project as well. If your church is participating in any type of group service project, now is a great time to brainstorm how your small group can get involved!) 
*2. Human Dominoes
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Human Dominoes” Activity Pages, tape 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Human Domino” Activity Page.

· Instruct each kid to tape the piece of paper to their shirt lengthwise. 
· Direct the kids to figure out how to line up like a game of dominoes—with the top half of their domino as a “need” that matches up with someone else’s bottom half “solution.” 
· If your space allows, instruct the kids to lie on the floor head to toe. 
· Once they’re all in position, this would be a fun picture to take for your children’s ministry social media page! 
· If you have more kids than domino pieces, ask for some to volunteer to sit out the first round.

· When the first group has gotten in “domino order,” instruct them to take off their dominoes and switch with someone else. 
· Rotate in the kids who had to sit out the first round, and ask another set to sit out this round.

· If you have more dominos than kids, simply put the extra dominos in place next to kids as they get themselves into position. 

What You Say:
“We often have solutions or gifts that match up with other people’s needs. How do we find out what we have and what others need in real life? (Invite answers.) 
“Sometimes, we can just ask others what they need, but sometimes people help us see the needs around us. Maybe your mom asks you to help your younger sibling reach something because you’re taller or your school counselor asks you and your friends to help a new student because your group is really friendly. Whether you see a need around you and gather resources to help or someone asks you to help another friend, you’re showing how to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone in need.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· It’s easy to miss opportunities to work together to help someone in need. What can help us recognize when someone needs help? 
· Sometimes we see a need, but we don’t know what our part is in helping them. What can you do to figure out how to work with others to help? 
· Have you ever worked on a big service project with a group? What was that like? How did you feel before and after? 
3. Four Knees, Two Noses
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bible
What You Do:
· Gather the group together.

· Instruct the kids to stand and listen carefully. 
· Call out combinations of body parts.

· Direct the kids to join together to demonstrate the combination.
· For example, if you called out, “Four knees and two noses,” to create that combination, two kids can stand or sit knee to knee (criss cross) and point to each other’s noses. 
· See how many of the following combinations your kids can do: 
· Forty fingers and eight elbows
· Three necks and six ankles
· Forty toes and four foreheads
· Sixteen knees and sixteen lips
· Sixty knuckles and four eyebrows
· Eight wrists and four tongues
· Six big toes and three bellybuttons
· Five heads and ten arms
What You Say:
“None of these were combinations you could make on your own! That reminds me of our memory verse. (Read Ecclesiastes 4:9.) 
“There are a lot of things you can do on your own! Independence is a great skill that you’re growing into. But there are some times when you need another person to help or someone else needs you. When was the last time you needed help? (Invite responses.) Who helped you? (Invite responses.)
“The person who helped you didn’t always know how to do that. They learned how to help—and they might have learned from someone who helped THEM, however long ago. But they learned how to help, and now they help others. You can learn how to see someone’s need and help, too! This week, find a way to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone in need.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Towel or pillowcase from “Participation Relay” Activity, fabric or permanent markers, (optional) masking tape
What You Do: 
· Gather the group around the towel or pillowcase. 
· Give everyone a marker. 
· Ask kids to think about the people they know and if any of them are “in need”—of help, a friend, or some encouragement. 
· Direct them to write the need—not the person’s name—on the towel with the marker. (Optional) If you don’t want to make this permanent, you can place a few strips of masking tape on the towel and let kids write on those instead.
· When the kids are finished, set the markers aside. 
· Ask the group to look at the needs on the towel and share ideas on how to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone in need in that situation. 
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for helping us when we were in need of rescue. You are always with us. Please help us see the needs around us and gather our friends and resources to meet those needs with the strength You give us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, share any opportunities to serve together in the upcoming weeks or months. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Page; several for each small group (if none were saved from previous weeks).
· Prepared CDs from previous weeks
· Yarn in various colors
· Offering container
· (Optional) plastic sewing needles
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Clear, plastic cups; one for each kid plus one
· Construction paper in at least five colors
· Before group time, crumple the construction paper into balls—at least four balls of each color and four paper balls for each kid.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Participation Relay
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Jesus Figure” Activity Page and cut out; one for each small group

· Towels, pillowcases, or small blankets; one for every two kids
· Baby doll or action figure
· Shovel, trowel, or large spoon
· Masking tape 
· (Optional) Timer
*2. Human Dominoes 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Human Dominoes” Activity Pages and DO NOT cut apart; one set for each small group
· Tape
3. Four Knees, Two Noses
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Towel or pillowcase from “Participation Relay” Activity
· Fabric or permanent markers 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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