252 Kids


 March 2022 • Week 2
Jam Session: Everyone has a part to play


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: All for You (Joshua Wins the Battle Over the Amalekites) • Exodus 17:8-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone succeed.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Give a Little Kindness” from This Love and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Lift Assist 
Application Activity: Success Charades
Memory Verse Activity: Puzzle Participation 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: All for You (Joshua Wins the Battle Over the Amalekites) • Exodus 17:8-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone succeed.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Kids this age want to be recognized when they do something big. Ask God to help kids see the value in not just getting credit for a job well done but also in helping someone else do something important, even if it means someone else gets the credit and recognition. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Pages, offering container, prepared CDs from Week 1, and yarn in various colors, (optional) plastic sewing needles
What You Do:
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to choose a prepared CD from Week 1 and some yarn. 
· (Optional) Thread the plastic sewing needles. 
· Lay out the Activity Pages for kids to follow the instructions and pictures.

· Direct kids to start in the center hole and weave their yarn under and over the loops already on the CD. 
· To change colors of yarn, instruct the kids to tie the end of the new color of yarn to the end of the old color and keep weaving. 
· Set the weaving aside when time is up.
· While you weave, talk about how everyone’s week went.
· Ask, “Was there a time this week when you needed to cooperate with others? How did that feel?”
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: (Optional) musical instruments
What You Do:
· If using instruments, give each kid an instrument. 
· Otherwise, assign each kid a way to make noise—clapping, stomping, tapping their legs, snapping, singing, banging two markers together, pretending to play a certain instrument, etc.
· Say, “Congratulations! You are an orchestra!” 
· Let kids get used to making these noises then put on a “concert.” 
· Seat kids in sections according to their “instruments.” 
· Ask one kid to serve as the conductor. 
· Instruct the conductor to set the pace of the beat with their hands (1-2-3-4) by waving them or clapping. 
· Direct the conductor to point at different sections to tell them to play louder or softer.

· Explain that the “music” ends when the conductor closes their hands into fists.
· Allow each kid to be the conductor. 
What You Say:
“Which was more important—the conductor or the musicians? (Invite responses.) We needed both to succeed as an orchestra. The musicians needed the conductor to do their job well and the conductor counted on the musicians to play their parts. When we work together, we can help each other do our best! [Transition] Let’s go hear about a leader who needed a lot of support from his friends to win!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Lift Assist 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Several boxes, cushions or pillows, cardboard blocks or sturdy cups
What You Do: 
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Direct each team to select a “leader.” 
· Instruct each leader to stand in the middle of the group with their arms held out to their sides, shoulder-height.
· Direct the kids to stack the building materials provided into supports so their “leader” can rest their arms and stay in position. 
· Instruct the leaders to keep their arms out the whole time, even before the supports are finished. 
· Teammates can help hold or prop their leader’s arms up with their hands or shoulders. 
· If using cups, suggest that kids make a few stacks close together so the “leader’s” arms don’t crush them. 
· Direct the team that finishes first to help the other team so both leaders have their arms supported. 
What You Say:
“You are great supports to your leaders! They were not only resting their arms on the [building material] but on your hard work! What was it like to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed? 
“Did any of you feel jealous of the leader who just got to sit there and wait for you to finish working? (Invite responses.) Leaders, how did you feel, not helping because you had to keep your arms out? (Invite responses.) It sounds like both groups weren’t comfortable 100% of the time. 
“Cooperation isn’t always about YOU doing what you want, having an easy job, or making yourself look awesome. Cooperation is about the goal of your group, and sometimes that goal means someone else gets the attention or award.
“When did you last [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed? What does that look like in real life? (Invite responses—a team working to get the ball near the goal and only one player scoring, helping a friend with their school project, raising money that benefits someone beside you, teaching a younger sibling to do something they love even if you don’t care for it, etc.) 
“We have a lot of opportunities to support other people’s success! Just like Moses’ friends in our story today, be on the lookout for ways to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed!” 
2. Success Charades 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Success Charades” Activity Page cards, small prizes 
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to play a game that is similar to Charades: Success Charades.
· Tell kids that each person needs to get at least one point to win a prize.
· Choose one kid to begin. 
· Set out the cards.

· Direct the first kid to pick a card and act-out what is listed. 
· Instruct the kids to figure out what the actor is portraying, and once they do, direct them to jump in and start doing actions to reinforce what the actor is doing.
· Direct all of the kids to join in as soon as they realize what the actor is acting.
· Award a point to the actor when they get at least half of the group into the act! 
· Play through the cards, inviting a new kid to act each time. 
· If a kid has trouble showing what they’re doing, look at the card and jump in yourself. 
· Encourage the rest of the kids to follow you. 
· At the end of the cards, everyone should have at least one point. 
· Award the prizes to everyone.
What You Say:
“You all worked to help each other! Once you realized what your friend was doing, you jumped in to support their success! It worked—we all got a reward. What did it feel like to join in the charades, knowing that it didn’t help your points at all? (Invite responses—silly, fun, etc.) How would you feel if no one joined in on your charades, even if you helped others? (Invite responses—sad, disappointed) How did it feel when other people helped you succeed? (Invite responses—good, encouraged)
“This was one way we could [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed. How do adults or older kids do that? (Invite responses—playing on a team, being part of a work group, running tech at church, serving at church, parents helping kids ride a bike or complete homework.) What are some things that friends or teammates have helped you succeed in?” (Invite responses—teaching me to ride a bike, practicing sports/dance/drama skills, working together on a project, doing homework together, etc.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How do you [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed as an upper elementary kid or middle schooler?
· Usually, things get more competitive as you get older. Have you been cooperating or competing more this school year? How does that feel? 
· What is one way that you have seen people [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed online or on social media? 
3. Puzzle Participation 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Verse Puzzles” Activity Pages, scissors, coloring materials, Bibles
What You Do:
· Pair up older and younger kids.
· Make sure each pair has a Bible. 

· Set out the scissors and coloring materials.

· Instruct the older kids to cut out the puzzle pieces and the younger kids to color them, piece by piece. 
· If the cutting is finished first, the older kid can help the younger finish coloring. 
· Direct the older kid to turn all the puzzle pieces over so the blank side is up. 
· Invite the younger kid to try to put the pieces together. 
· The older kid can give hints but can’t directly tell the younger kids which pieces to use. 
· Allow the older kids to help the younger kids find the verse in the Bible, if necessary.

· Once the kids finish their puzzles, invite them to trade puzzles with another pair and start again.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Ecclesiastes in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Ecclesiastes, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Ecclesiastes. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Ecclesiastes, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4 and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 4. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“Great job! Younger kids, you all did AWESOME putting together those puzzles! They were tricky. Older kids, you did a great job of supporting your partner. 
“Was it hard to not just jump in and solve the puzzle? (Invite answers.) Helping other people succeed isn’t about doing everything for them but about giving them the support they need to do their best. How could you [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed this week?” (Invite responses—make a poster for a friend’s big game, help a parent cook a big meal and do the dishes, help a sibling with chores without asking for a reward or favor, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate situation in which you worked to help someone else succeed—at work, making someone else look good; or in your family, by including your sibling’s name on a relative’s birthday card. Have you ever made an assist in a sports gamer or helped a friend get ready for a job interview? Tell kids how it felt to work hard when you wouldn’t get credit for the results.)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: One of the building materials from “Lift Assist”
What You Do: 
· Instruct the kids to form a circle. 
· Give a piece of building material to one of the kids in the circle. 
· Say, ‘[Kid’s name], find a way this week to [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed.” 
· Direct the kids to pass the material around the circle, reminding each other to work together to help someone succeed.
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for creating us to work together! Please help us cooperate this week when we can support other people, even if we don’t get the credit. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure younger kids take home their puzzles. Take a few minutes to mention to older kids’ families how much they supported their younger partners! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:

· Print the “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Page; several for each small group (if not saved from previous week).
· Prepared CDs from Week 1

· Offering container

· Scissors
· Yarn in various colors
· (Optional) Plastic sewing needles 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· (Optional) musical instruments 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Lift Assist 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Several boxes, large cushions or pillows, cardboard blocks, or sturdy cups to use as building materials
2. Success Charades
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Success Charades” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Small prizes; one for each kid
3. Puzzle Participation 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Puzzles” Activity Page on white cardstock; one for every two kids
· Scissors 
· Coloring materials 
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· One of the building materials from “Lift Assist”
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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