252 Kids


 March 2022 • Week 1
Jam Session: Everyone has a part to play


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Come Together (Building the Tabernacle) • Exodus 25:8-9; 28:1, 3; 31:1-11; 35:21, 25, 34; 39:42-43 (Exodus 19, 25)
Today’s Bottom Line: God wants us to work together.
Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Building Cooperation
Application Activity: Dice Decisions
Memory Verse Activity: Cooperative Bop! 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Come Together (Building the Tabernacle) • Exodus 25:8-9; 28:1, 3; 31:1-11; 35:21, 25, 34; 39:42-43 (Exodus 19, 25)
Today’s Bottom Line: God wants us to work together.
Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids see that not only were we created to work together but things just work better when we work together. Pray that kids would be able to put aside their differences and their own desires in order to cooperate with their peers. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Page, offering container, old CDs, yarn in various colors, scissors, (optional) plastic sewing needles
NOTE: You will work on this project all month.
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids enthusiastically to a new month at Small Group! 
· Invite any kids who brought offerings to put them in the offering container. 
· Give each kid a CD and some yarn.
· Set out the “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Pages for kids to reference.
· This week is the start of the weaving project—the first step is to make the “warp” of the fabric.
· Direct kids to work on the first step.

· Walk around and help as needed.

· Encourage the kids to make several of these starter CDs so everyone can have a few to work on over the next month. 
· Once older kids get the hang of it, let them work at their own pace and create a few starter CDs or guide and encourage the younger kids.
· NOTE: Set aside the Activity Pages, CDs, and yarn for next week!
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Hula hoops, music player or phone, upbeat music
What You Do:
· Set the hula hoops on the floor in the middle of your small group area. 
· Play music and encourage kids to dance around the hoops. 
· When the music stops, instruct the kids to stand inside a hula hoop. 
· Direct the kids to keep the hoop on the ground. 
· Explain that this game is NOT like musical chairs—everyone should fit in a hoop. 
· Encourage kids to be creative and think of ways they can work together to make sure everyone is in a hula hoop. 
· If necessary, remind kids to keep their masks in place, covering both nose and mouth. 

· After a couple of rounds, remove one hoop, but keep the goal the same—everyone must get inside a hula hoop when the music stops. 
· When you have just ONE hoop left, amend the rules to “everyone must touch the hula hoop.” 
What You Say:
“This was not like musical chairs. I thought it was way more fun to watch you help each other cram into the hula hoop instead of steal the last chair. Sometimes, we think life is like musical chairs where we’re all compete for one thing. [Transition] But let’s head to Large Group to hear how life can be like a game of ‘Hula Hoop Island,’ where we cooperate to include as many people as we can!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Building Cooperation 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Sacred Tent Labels” Activity Page, “Sacred Tent Diagram” Activity Pages, floor tape, Bibles, items in room
What You Do:
· Instruct the kids to sit in a circle.
· Ask the kids to help you tape a large rectangle on the floor. 
· Divide the group into teams of two or three (making six teams if possible).

· Give each team a Bible and one of the labels from the “Sacred Tent Labels” Activity Page.
· Make sure each of the six labels is given out. Give a team more than one label if you don’t have six teams.
· Instruct the kids to use items they have on them, or what they can gather from the room, to represent the element of the holy tent listed on the label(s) they have.
· Encourage them to get creative and think outside the box. 

· They can refer to their Bibles by looking up the Scripture reference on the label if they need help. 
· Set out the diagram of the tent from the “Sacred Tent Labels” Activity Page.

· Direct the kids to use the diagram of the tent to help them place each item where it should go within the large tape rectangle. 
· If you have a small number of kids, cooperate on a few of the elements and assign some to individuals so all of the elements are assigned. 
· When your tent model is complete, gather the group around it.
What You Say:
“Obviously, this is not actually the sacred or holy tent, but look at how this turned out! All of us worked together to create something really special, just like the Israelites in our Bible story. While Moses was a big part of this project, two other people stand out—Oholiab and Bezalel. They were the skilled craftsmen who did a lot of the work. They also taught other people how to make these amazing elements. Whole teams of men and women developed new skills and used them to build the special tent.
“Then there were all the people who brought supplies to the temple. They contributed to building the tent, too. They brought things they owned or gathered and things they had made. There were so many of these gifts that Moses had enough to set aside for later.
“And when the tent moved, there were tribes of people whose job was to carefully pack up the tent and carry it then set it up again. All of these people had to cooperate to follow God’s plan. It was far too big for just Moses alone. Why do you think God would ask them to cooperate? (Invite responses.) God has always wanted everyone involved in the plans. Even now, [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together.”
2. Dice Decisions 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Dice Decisions” Activity Pages, dice, pencils
What You Do:
· Guide the kids to pair up. 
· Give each pair of kids a “Dice Decisions” Activity Page, a pair of dice, and pencils.
· Direct the teams to “fill” their page by rolling the dice and crossing off a job that requires the same amount of people as the number they rolled.
· The first team to cross off every job on their sheet can each take a die and roll with another group to help them reach their goals.
What You Say:
“This game proves that, for most things in life, people need each other! When do you need to cooperate with someone else? (Pause for responses.) There are so many times when we need each other! No one can do everything alone. It would have taken you ages to finish this game all by yourself. 
“Sometimes we don’t want to work with others. What makes it hard to cooperate? (Pause for responses—when you want to figure something out by yourself, when you’re fighting with siblings, when someone is bossy in your school project.) 
“When it’s time to cooperate, remember that [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together. If you’re having trouble getting along with others, ask God for help! God will give you what you need so you can cooperate to get the job done.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How can you work with someone if they’re acting in a way that you don’t like? 
· Since [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together, why would God make us so different from each other? 
3. Cooperative Bop! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles, music player or phone, upbeat music, balloon
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to get in pairs.
· Make sure each pair of kids has a Bible.
· Look up the Bible verse, Ecclesiastes 4:9, together, with the Bible navigation tips below. 
· Turn on some music and grab the balloon. 
· Direct the kids to form a circle.

· Challenge the kids to say the verse together while they keep the balloon from hitting the floor as long as the music plays. 
· If you have older kids or a larger group, add more balloons to keep it interesting.
· Pause the music occasionally and let the group make strategy decisions to keep the balloon in the air. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Ecclesiastes in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Ecclesiastes, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Ecclesiastes. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Ecclesiastes, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4 and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 4. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“This game is a great way to remind us that [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together. How have you been helped by someone who was willing to cooperate with you?” (Pause for responses—an older sibling helped with chores, a group project at school went well, a team worked together to score a goal, etc.)
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you cooperated with others. What were you doing? How did you decide to cooperate? Was anyone ‘in charge’? If you’ve been somewhere and seen an awesome demonstration of cooperation—like a sports game or the work that went into building a cathedral—tell kids what you found so impressive about it.) 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Hula hoops from “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· Ask the kids to sit or stand in the hula hoops like they did in the “Opening Activity.”
· Remind the kids that [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together.
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for showing us how to work together and cooperate. Thank You that You’ve given us each other—with our different abilities and skills—so we can work together. Please give us what we need to work with others this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, show off your sacred tent model and let kids show their families what they helped create with their cooperation.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “CD Weaving Instructions” Activity Page; a few for each small group
· Old CDs; several for each kid
· Yarn in various colors
· Scissors

· Offering container
· (Optional) plastic sewing needles 
NOTE: Save the Activity Pages, CDs, and yarn for next week!
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Three or four hula hoops
· Music player or phone
· Upbeat music 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do Activity #1. 
*1. Building Cooperation 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Sacred Tent Labels” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Print the “Sacred Tent Diagram” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Floor tape 
· Bibles
· Items in room if necessary

2. Dice Decisions 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Dice Decisions” Activity Page; one for every two kids
· Dice; two for every two kids
· Pencils 
3. Cooperative Bop!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Music player or phone
· Upbeat music
· Balloon (more than one for older kids or a large group)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Hula hoops from “Opening Activity” 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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