252 Kids


March 2022 • Week 2

Jam Session: Everyone has a part to play


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: All for You (Joshua Wins the Battle Over the Amalekites) • Exodus 17:8-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone succeed.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Give a Little Kindness” from This Love and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Lift Assist 
Application Activity: Success Charades
Memory Verse Activity: Puzzle Participation 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: All for You (Joshua Wins the Battle Over the Amalekites) • Exodus 17:8-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Work together to help someone succeed.

Monthly Memory Verse: Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they do. Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Cooperation—Working together to do more than you can do alone 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! It’s fantastic that you’re all here today because well, the more, the merrier! It’s also great because this month, we’re talking about cooperation.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Cooperation is working together to do more than you can do alone.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“The more of us here, the more we can accomplish, right? Especially when it comes to today’s game—which is really more like a challenge. First, let’s divide into two teams.

Divide the kids into two teams, making sure to distribute ages evenly.

“All right—here’s your challenge. Each team will work together to build an instrument.
Hold up the completed “shaker.” Shake it a few times.
“Call it a shaker, call it a maraca . . . but whatever you call it, it’s a great addition to any jam session. Each team will make just one shaker, but everyone has a part to play!
“Let’s see . . . first I need to scatter a few of these.

Walk around the room and put out the dry beans, scattering them all over the floor.

Hold up one of the empty water bottles.
“One person on your team will hold the bottle, while the rest of the team collects the beans to add to it. But there’s a twist, of course! You have to scoop up the beans with a plastic spoon—no touching the bean!

“Oh, and there’s another twist. You can only pick up ONE bean at a time and carry it to the bottle with your spoon. ONE bean at a time! As soon as you take your one bean to the bottle and drop it in, you can go back for more.

“Did I say there were just two twists? Because there’s actually a third one! There will be music, and you only have until the song ends to collect the beans. We’ll see who has the best instrument when the music stops.
“Okay, let’s pass out the supplies.

Give an empty water bottle to one kid on each team. Hand out plastic spoons to the rest of the kids.

“Is everyone ready? On your mark, get set, go! 

AUDIO: Upbeat music
Comment on the action as the kids gather the beans and take them to their team’s water bottle. Remind them of the rules if needed (no touching the bean, one bean at a time).
At the end of the song . . . 
“All right, song’s over! Everyone, please put your spoons in this box. You can gather the rest of the beans on the floor and drop them in here, too.

Collect the spoons and remaining beans in the prop box.
“Now let’s see how both teams did. [Kids’ names], please bring your shakers to the front.

Bring the two kids with the water bottles to the front of the room.
“These look like great instruments. You all worked hard to fill them. Let’s put the lids on them and hear how they sound!
AUDIO: Fun beat
Give the kids the lids to put on the bottles and allow them to test them by playing along with the beat.
“Those are awesome! I think [team’s name] got the most beans in their shaker, but both teams did a great job of working together. You can leave your shakers right here for now.
Have the kids put the two shakers in a prominent place on stage.

“Now let’s all get on our feet and get ready to sing and worship God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “I love seeing you all work together and help each other out. That’s the way it’s supposed to be. God MADE us to cooperate! God has given us so much love and kindness that it’s easy for us to share it with other people. Let’s sing about that now.
AUDIO: “Give a Little Kindness” / track 8 from This Love
“Jesus gave His friends a new command. He said, ‘Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have loved you.’ (John 13:34, NIrV) That’s what we get to do, together! We can share the amazing love that Jesus has shown US by the way we treat other people. Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Love One Another” / track 7 from Make a Move
“Amazing. I love worshipping God with all of you! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) “For hundreds of years, the Israelites lived in slavery in Egypt. But then, God freed them and led them into the wilderness. The Israelites were heading for a new land of their own that God prepared for them . . . but they hadn’t made it yet. That meant they were still wide open to enemy attack as they traveled.”
Move behind the table and lift the tablecloth to reveal the jars. Every time there is a sound effect, open the lid of the labeled jar then close it again as the sound ends.

AMALEKITES ATTACK
LEADER: “Sure enough, one day the Amalekites attacked the Israelites. 
Open jar #1.

AUDIO: Sound #1 (Battle sounds)
“But Moses, the leader of God’s people, had a plan. Moses spoke to Joshua, who was in charge of the group of Israelites who went to battle.
Moses said to Joshua . . . 
Open the Bible to Exodus 17:9 (NIrV) and read.
“Choose some of our men. Then go out and fight against the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill. I’ll stand there holding the walking stick God gave me.
“Moses had raised this staff back in Egypt when God parted the waters of the Red Sea so the Israelites could escape. But would it be enough to help the Israelites win now?

“Joshua and the other warriors prepared for battle against the Amalekites. 
Open jar #2.

AUDIO: Sound #2 (Clinking swords)
Open jar #3.

AUDIO: Sound #3 (Marching feet)
“The Israelites knew that God had saved them many times . . . and God could do it again!”


the battle
LEADER: “As Joshua and the men gathered in the valley, Moses climbed the hill with his brother Aaron and his friend Hur. The three men could see Joshua and the Israelites below, as well as the Amalekites. The two groups clashed in battle.
Open jar #1.

AUDIO: Sound #1 (Battle sounds)
“On top of the hill, Moses grasped his staff and raised both hands high in the air. Every time he raised his hands, the Israelites were winning.
Open jar #4.

AUDIO: Sound #4 (Victory sounds)
“But when Moses got tired and lowered his hands, the Amalekites started to win.

Open jar #5.

AUDIO: Sound #5 (Defeat sounds)
“Hands up.
Open jar #4.

AUDIO: Sound #4 (Victory sounds)
“Hands down.

Open jar #5.

AUDIO: Sound #5 (Defeat sounds)
“Hands up.
Open jar #4.

AUDIO: Sound #4 (Victory sounds)
“Hands down.”
Open jar #5.

AUDIO: Sound #5 (Defeat sounds)
cooperation at work
LEADER: “It didn’t look like Moses could keep this up all day. But Aaron and Hur knew what to do. Together, they rolled a huge stone to the place where Moses stood. Moses sat on the stone while he kept his hands raised in the air.

Open jar #4.

AUDIO: Sound #4 (Victory sounds)
“Then Aaron and Hur each stood on one side of Moses, and they helped Moses hold up his hands—so the Israelites could keep winning! 

Open jar #4.

AUDIO: Sound #4 (Victory sounds)
“For the rest of the day, Aaron and Hur stood right beside Moses, keeping his hands steady. By sunset, Joshua and the Israelites had completely defeated the Amalekites!”
Open jar #6.

AUDIO: Sound #6 (Cheering, trumpets)
Walk in front of the table as you wrap up.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “The Israelites had defeated the Amalekites by God’s power. And the reason Moses was able to keep his hands in the air was because Aaron and Hur had worked together to help him! Moses, Aaron, and Hur demonstrated something really powerful about cooperation. It’s something we can do today. 
SLIDE: Bottom Line
“We can [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed.
“You see, God works through us as we cooperate to help others. God has a plan for each of us, and we get to be a part of that plan in each other’s lives! Let’s pray and ask God to help us work together.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for this amazing story of cooperation! We can see how You worked through Aaron and Hur in a big way as they helped Moses. We can see how the Israelites won the battle because You helped ALL of the people work together. Please show us how we can live like that today. Show us how we can [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “The battle against the Amalekites took LOTS of cooperation. Aaron and Hur worked together to help Moses. The three of them worked together to help Joshua and the Israelite warriors. And God worked through all of them to do something miraculous!
“What’s cool is that none of the people did what they did to make themselves look good or get attention for themselves. They were each trying to help someone else succeed. You and I can live that way, too.
“Remember . . . 
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Work together to help someone succeed. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Work together to help someone succeed.”
LEADER: “You could work with a friend on their homework, even if it’s something you studied last year. You could help your brother or sister clean their room, even though you didn’t make the mess. If a friend is involved in a sport that you don’t play, maybe you could make a big sign and show up at their game to cheer for them!
“Jesus once said . . . 
Open the Bible to Matthew 7:12 (NIrV) and read.

“In everything, do to others what you would want them to do to you.

“In other words, you should [Basic Truth] treat others the way you want to be treated. When you work with others to help someone else succeed, it’s a great way to show someone you love them. Not only that, it makes the work easier for everyone!

“Let’s head to Small Group and talk about how we can [Bottom Line] work together to help someone succeed.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader
· One completed “shaker” (an empty water bottle half filled with dry beans)
· Prop box containing:
· Two empty water bottles with lids
· A bag or two of dry beans (enough to fill at least half of both water bottles)
· Plastic spoons (one for each kid)
· Bible

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat music to use during the game
· Fun beat to use during the game (instrumental)—something the kids can shake their shakers to
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Note: You can save the completed “shakers” and use them again in Week 4!

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love
· “Love One Another” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Six canning jars with lids, labeled #1-6
· Plastic tablecloth
Music and Sound Effects:
· Bible story sounds #1-6 (provided)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Download the sound effects and have them ready to use.

· Set the jars on the table. Label them #1-6. Place the tablecloth over the top of them so you can reveal them during the story.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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