252 Kids


February 2022 • Week 4
On My Block: Care for the people in your neighborhood 


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—February 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Anytime You Need a Friend (Jesus Heals Bartimaeus) • Mark 10:46-52 

Today’s Bottom Line: Make time to help others.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love One Another” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Customize Compassion 
Application Activity: Switch 
Memory Verse Activity: Plan to Help 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Anytime You Need a Friend (Jesus Heals Bartimaeus) • Mark 10:46-52 

Today’s Bottom Line: Make time to help others.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for never being too busy for us. Thank God for those who have made time to care for you lately. Ask God to show your few how they can put aside some of the things they want to do in order to stop and show compassion to those around them. Pray that kids would look for opportunities to make time for others and that God would give them hearts that gladly care for others.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container, mural from previous weeks, and markers, crayons, or colored pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Set out the coloring materials and roll out the mural from the last three weeks.
· Invite the kids to finish the mural by filling in details. 

· Encourage the kids to focus on drawing the little things that only they know about their neighborhood—the corner where the ice cream truck stops, their fort or treehouse, the best hill for biking down, the yard with the prettiest flowers in front, the nature trail, etc. 
· They can also decorate the mural with any other details they feel are missing from their neighborhood. 

2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Time Is Ticking Strips” Activity Page strips, tape loops or sticky tack 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Give each team a set of “Time Is Ticking Strips.”
· Instruct each kid to pick a strip randomly.

· Direct each team to form a line across the room from a wall.
· Instruct the kids to run to the wall one at a time and put their strip on it using a tape loop or sticky tack then run back to the line. 
· As each kid goes, instruct them to decide whether the task on their strip takes longer or shorter to do than the other strip(s) on the wall.

· If the kid thinks the activity on their strip takes a longer amount of time, encourage them to place it under the strip(s) already on the wall.
· If the kid thinks the activity on their strip takes a shorter amount of time, encourage them to place it above the strip(s) already on the wall.

· Each time the kids go up to the wall, encourage them to choose where their strip should be placed, depending on the time their activity takes.

· Once all strips are on the wall, let the teams decide if they think their strips are in order. 
· If time allows, let them debate with each other over some of the more “variable” items, such as watching a video or reading a book. 
· When both teams are satisfied with the order of their strips, guide kids to compare the order of each team and see where they agreed with each other about how long an activity takes and where they didn’t. 

What You Say:
“Everything that you do takes time—it takes a little time to snap your fingers and a lot of time to clean out the basement! Sometimes the same thing takes one person a lot longer than another person. [Transition] Let’s go hear about the best use of our time, no matter how much of it we have!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Customize Compassion 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Scrap paper, pencils
What You Do:
· Ask kids to share what they remember about today’s story. Make sure to cover the fact that Jesus was on His way somewhere else but stopped to help a man named Bartimaeus. 

· Pair kids up, putting kids together who don’t know each other well.
· Give each kid a piece of paper and pencil. 
· Ask the pairs to interview each other with questions that will help them get to know each other better. 
· Ask the kids to write notes to help them remember their partner’s answers to the questions.

· Some question examples: 
· Where is your favorite place to go on vacation?
· What is the best dinner your family makes? 
· Do you like to stay up late or get up early? 
· If you could do anything for a whole day, what would it be? 
· What do you want to be when you grow up? 
· Who is one person you want to spend more time with? 
· If you had $100 to spend today, what would you do? 
· Where is your favorite place in the entire world? 
· After a few minutes, ask kids to introduce their partner to the group and share a few facts about that kid with the group.
What You Say:
“It’s fun to hang out with friends and do things with them like play soccer or video games together, but it’s important to get to know them as people, too. You took some time to learn about your friends here. Did anyone learn something new? (Let kids share if they are comfortable.) 
“Now that you know more about your friend, you’re actually prepared to show compassion in a whole new way! Do you think you could help your friend if they’re having a bad day? Based on this interview, what would you do? (Invite responses.) Getting to know the people around you is a great way to make sure you can [Bottom Line] make time to help others.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it hard to [Bottom Line] make time to help others? 
· Do you ever feel like there’s not enough time to do everything? What tends to get “cut” when you’re super busy? Is it compassion? 
· This week, how can you [Bottom Line] make time to help others, even when it’s difficult? 
2. Switch
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Timer and either LEGO®s, plastic cups, and building blocks (Option 1); multi-ingredient snack, empty containers, and hand sanitizer (Option 2); OR color-by-numbers picture and crayons or colored pencils (Option 3)
What You Do:
· Option One, have kids make a tower or pyramid, as tall as possible.

· Option Two, kids will add ingredients, one at a time, to the larger container.

· Option Three, kids will take turns coloring in one number at a time. 

· Whichever option you choose, the game is the same.

· Divide your group into groups of three.
· Divide your materials between the groups of three with each group getting a set. 
· Give instructions specific to the type of materials you have. 

· Set the materials on one side of the room and the kids on the other. 
· Instruct the first kid to run to the materials and begin the task.

· Time the kid for one minute. When a minute is up, call SWITCH.

· The first kid runs back to their group and tags the next kid.

· Time each kid for a minute and call SWITCH.

· Kids may talk to each other about the task as they tag each other but don’t explicitly point that out when you go over the rules.
· Depending on the complexity of your task, you might need the kids to run to the activity several times each before calling, “Stop.” 
· The team that makes the most progress on the task or finishes, wins. 
· Allow all teams to finish their task together if you’d like. 
What You Say:
“Did you notice anything about this game? If you took a moment of time to talk to your teammates, the task got finished more quickly. But if you yelled or just told them to hurry up, it wasn’t helpful at all. Some of you just rushed to get the tag over and done and get GOING on your task. There are times we do that in real life, too. Can you think of any? (Invite kids to share—getting ready for school, play a sport, doing chores, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you were too rushed to help someone in need or you spoke harshly because you were late; or share a time when you were busy and chose to stop and help anyway. Invite kids to share as well.) 
“One minute wasn’t a lot of time, and I know you were all worried about using it the best you could in our game. But actually, the very best thing you can do with a minute or an hour or a day is [Bottom Line] make time to help others.”
*3. Plan to Help 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Plan Verses” Activity Page, “Planners” Activity Pages, pencils or pens, Bibles, (optional) markers, stickers, etc. 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Planners” Activity Page. 
· Ask the kids to think about their days this week and fill out the planner. For example:
· Morning routines—chores, getting ready for school, riding the bus or walking
· Daytime activities—classes, lunch, playground time, sport or music practice, tutoring
· Evening routines—homework, screen time, dinner, dishes
· Assign the verses from the “Plan Verses” Activity Page to kids who are strong readers and give them Bibles.

· Invite them to look up the verses and read them out loud.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find their book of the Bible from the Old or New Testament list. When the kids find their book, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find the start of the book. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find the correct book, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Give time for all of the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Direct kids to find one time in their week that they could put an action for each verse: 
· I could say kind words on the bus.

· I could try to keep peace during soccer practice when tempers get a little high.
· If time allows, let the kids decorate their planners with markers, stickers, etc. 
What You Say:
“It looks like you’re going to [Bottom Line] make time to help others this week. Which day are you most excited about? (Let kids share.) Which verse was hardest to make time for? (Invite kids to share. If time allows, you can tell them which one you’d have most difficulty fitting in your schedule.) 
(Read Micah 6:8 out loud.) “Each of these verses reminds us of a way to help or show love to others. One of the cool things about the Bible is that there are threads all through it about justice and compassion—you can find them in every book!
“You’ve made great plans to [Bottom Line] make time to help others this week. I hope that having a plan helps you follow through. I can’t wait to hear about it next week!” 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“How many of you knew what compassion was before this month? (Let kids raise hands.) It’s not a word we use every day, but it’s a way of life that affects everything we do and say. If you had to talk about compassion in your own words, what would you say? (Invite kids to share.) 
“Compassion is a way of showing God’s love to the world around us, and one way we can do that is [Bottom Line] make time to help others. That’s one of the most difficult things to do: use our time for other people! We’ll need God’s help to do this, so let’s pray. 
“Dear God, thank You for giving us time to spend however we need to. Please help us spend our time wisely in work and play and loving others. Show us ways we need to make time to help others. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to show their families their planner for the week. If kids expressed that they’d need help with anything on the planner, make parents aware so they can set their kids up for the win! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Mural from previous weeks

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Time Is Ticking Strips” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; two sets for each small group
· Tape loops or sticky tack 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3. 
1. Customize Compassion 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Scrap paper
· Pencils 
2. Switch
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Timer

· Option 1: 
· Large amount of LEGO®s
· Plastic cups
· Building blocks 
· Option 2:
· Snack with multiple ingredients (like trail mix), separated out in containers
· Two empty containers

· Hand sanitizer
· Option 3:
· Color-by-numbers picture
· Crayons or colored pencils
*3. Plan to Help
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Plan Verses” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Print the “Planners” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid
· Pencils or pens 
· Bibles
· (Optional) markers, stickers, etc. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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