252 Kids


February 2022 • Week 2
On My Block: Care for the people in your neighborhood


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—February 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: By Your Side (Jesus Talks with a Woman from Samaria) • John 4:1-30, 39-42 
Today’s Bottom Line: Show others that they matter.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Give a Little Kindness” from This Love and “This Love” from This Love)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Build a Well
Application Activity: Notice Me! 
Memory Verse Activity: Heart to Heart 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: By Your Side (Jesus Talks with a Woman from Samaria) • John 4:1-30, 39-42 
Today’s Bottom Line: Show others that they matter.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that each of your kids would feel like they matter. Ask God to help you be a part of making your kids feel important and like they matter to God. Pray that kids would notice those around them who might be overlooked and feel like they don’t matter. Pray that they will also be use by God to help those people know that they matter. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container, neighborhood mural started last week, and markers, crayons, or colored pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group as they arrive.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Set out the coloring materials. 

· Roll out the neighborhood mural that your group started working on last week. 
· Invite the kids to continue work on the mural of your community.
· Ask the kids to draw places in their neighborhoods or communities that someone might miss or overlook—like a little park area near a shopping center, a small library branch, the best hot dog stand, a small statue or monument, a house that has a cool window or garden—anything unique or uncommon that they can think of.

2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Several cups, shredded or cut up blue tissue paper, four large bowls or buckets
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. (Note: If necessary, prompt kids to adjust their face masks before beginning this activity.)
· Instruct the kids to stand shoulder to shoulder in a line.

· Give each kid an empty cup. 
· Set one bucket full of blue tissue paper at the end of each line.

· Set an empty bucket at the opposite end of each line. 
· Direct the teams to move the “water” from one bucket to the other with their cups.
· Instruct the kid next to the “full” bucket to scoop “water” into their cup and pour it into the cup of the kid next to them. 
· Direct the kids to continue passing the “water” down the line until the kid at the empty bucket dumps the “water” in. 
· If the kids spill any “water,” instruct them to collect it and put it back in their cup so it can be poured along. 
· For older kids, require them to pass the water from cup to cup over their heads or behind their backs for an added challenge.
· The first team to move all of their water from one bucket to the other, wins! 
What You Say:
“Water is a precious resource! Many of us can just turn on the faucet and get clean water, but at many times in the past and in places even today, getting water from a well is a daily chore. [Transition] Let’s go hear what happened when someone went to do her normal water-carrying chores and discovered someone waiting for her!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Build a Well 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Build a Well Bricks” and “Extra Bricks” Activity Pages, tape, coloring materials
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Give each team a set of “Build a Well Bricks” a few “Extra Bricks,” tape, and coloring materials. 
· Instruct teams to color and assemble their bricks. 
· Once a team has all their bricks assembled, they can stack the bricks and use tape to form them into a well, putting the story scenes in order also. 
· The first team to have a correctly assembled well, wins. 
· Allow time for the other team to catch up if necessary.
What You Say:
“Who built the well featured in our story today? (Jacob) Yes, Jacob built many wells in that area, and hundreds of years later, people still used them to get water. How would you feel if you had to carry water every day? (tired, bored) It would take a lot of time and energy to walk a couple miles to the well, haul out the water, and take it back home. Imagine if you had to do it twice a day, every day! 
“When Jesus started talking to the woman in our story, we learn that her life was difficult. She had made some choices that didn’t work out right. She may have thought she didn’t matter to anybody anymore. But Jesus stopped in His day to wait for her at the well and He showed her how much she mattered to God. Jesus introduced her to a new way of relationship with God—a God who loved her even when she was sad and tired and ordinary. 
“She was so excited that she ran and told everyone in the whole town. Jesus changed her life, and the news she shared changed her town. Because Jesus noticed this ordinary woman doing an ordinary job, a whole bunch of people came to follow Him. 
“Have you ever seen someone who others might overlook? Maybe a person doing a service job, a cashier, or a custodian at your school—someone doing an ordinary job who could use some encouragement and know that they’re important to God? You can do something amazing for them, something like Jesus did at the well. You can [Bottom Line] show others that they matter.” 
2. Notice Me! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Large blanket or tablecloth
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Instruct the two teams to sit on the floor, facing each other. 
· Ask one kid to help you hold up the blanket between the teams so they can’t see each other. 
· Instruct one kid on each team to quietly move close to the blanket, facing it, so when it drops, the two kids will face each other.
· Tell the kids facing each other that, when you drop the blanket, they should try to be the first to yell out the other kid’s name.

· If your kids don’t know each other very well, choose a different option from the list below. 

· Count to three then drop the blanket. 
· The kid who names the other one first, wins.

· Direct the kid whose name was shared first to move to the other kid’s team. 
· Play a few rounds then change the game.

· When kids are near the blanket, ask a question that they have to answer about the other person as fast as they can.
· Eye color, hair color, type of shoes, etc. 
· If the kids know each other really well, they can name birth months, favorite colors or foods, etc. 
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“This game sort of forced you to practice noticing things about someone else. How does it feel when someone knows your name or your eye color, or notices your cool shoes? Everyone likes to be noticed, because people want to know that they matter. 
“Have you ever felt like you didn’t matter? Maybe you felt left out or uncool, or you did a chore that was unappreciated. What was that like? (Let kids share, but be sensitive to kids in difficult situations.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate time you felt unnoticed or overlooked. What happened? How did you resolve that feeling—did someone encourage you or help you feel better?) 
“We know that everyone matters to God, no matter what job they do, how they dress, or what eye color they have. As part of following Jesus, it’s important that we [Bottom Line] show others that they matter. 
“What are some ways we can show people that they matter?” (Invite responses—thank people who help you like bus drivers and mail carriers; spend special time with younger siblings or elderly relatives; help a friend with their homework or sports skills; congratulate or compliment someone) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· As we get older, it seems like there are more people who love to make others feel small and unimportant. 
· What do you do about those people? Have they affected you? 
· Have you ever been one of those people? 
· What is the best way for someone your age to [Bottom Line] show others that they matter?
3. Heart to Heart 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Pages, four paper plates, tape, large bag of conversation hearts candy, chopsticks, and Bibles 
What You Do:
· To refresh memories, look up Micah 6:8 together using the navigation tips below, then read it aloud as a group.

Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Micah in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Micah, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Micah. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Micah, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 6. Give time for all of the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 8 in chapter 6. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Divide kids into two groups. 
· Instruct each group to sit in a small circle. 
· Set both plates—an empty one and a plate covered with conversation hearts—in the center of each circle. 
· Give each kid a pair of chopsticks. 
· Instruct the kids to work together to use their chopsticks to move the hearts from the full plate to the empty plate, revealing the verse on the first plate. 
· Share the following rules: 
· The kids can only use chopsticks to touch the hearts or the plates. 
· If any hearts get dropped or knocked off, the kid who knocked the hearts off the plate or dropped them CANNOT be the one to put them back.
· No more than two kids can have their chopsticks on the same plate at the same time.
· Each kid must move at least three candy hearts during the game.
· And for older kids, a fun rule: No talking! All coordination must be done in silence. 
· Once teams have a clear verse plate in front of them, instruct them to say the entire verse together to win. 
What You Say:
“This was a game about noticing each other, too! You had to watch your teammates so you didn’t have too many chopsticks on the plate, but you also had to get all the candy off the plate quickly. Some of you are better at using chopsticks than others, and some of you have a longer reach than your teammates; but in this game, everyone mattered because it took everyone to win this game. 
“In that same way, everyone matters to God because He made us and has a plan for ALL people . . . not just cool people or famous people or rich people—all people. God sent Jesus to rescue everyone. When we follow Jesus, we take on the job to help [Bottom Line] show others that they matter.
“Our verse tells us some good ways to do that! What is a way you can act with justice this week and show people who are hurting that they matter to God? (Pause for responses—stick up for friends or little siblings who are treated unfairly, etc.) 
“How about showing mercy this week and show that even people who have messed up or made bad choices matter to God? (Pause for responses—forgive people, not look for revenge, be generous) 
“Being humble means not needing the world to revolve around us. Who can you make feel special this week by being humble?” (Pause for responses.) All of these ideas will [Bottom Line] show others that they matter.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: “Conversation Heart” Activity Pages, pencils
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a “Conversation Heart” Activity Page and a pencil.

· Invite kids to write an encouraging phrase on the heart and give it to someone who needs to know they matter. 
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that we matter to You so much that You sent Jesus to rescue us. Please help us [Bottom Line] show others that they matter this week by what we do and say. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, pass out the conversation hearts candy (if you have leftovers) and make sure kids take home their “Conversation Heart” Activity Page. Ask for adults’ help in delivering those this week.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container 
· Neighborhood mural started last week
· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Several cups 
· Blue tissue paper (shredded or cut up)
· Four large bowls or buckets
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Build a Well 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print the “Build a Well Bricks” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; two sets for each small group
· Print the “Extra Bricks” on cardstock and cut apart; 12-15 for each small group

· Tape 
· Coloring materials 
2. Notice Me!
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Large blanket or tablecloth
3. Heart to Heart 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; two for each small group
· Four paper plates
· Tape
· Large bag of conversation hearts candy
· Chopsticks; one pair for each kid
· Bibles 
· Tape a “Verse Cards” Activity Page to two of the plates.

· Set those plates next to the empty ones.

· Cover the “Verse Cards” plates with candy hearts. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Print the “Conversation Heart” Activity Page on bright or pastel paper; one for each kid
· Pencils
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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