252 Kids


February 2022 • Week 3

On My Block: Care for the people in your neighborhood


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—February 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: All I Need Is a Miracle (Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand) • John 6:1-13 Today’s Bottom Line: Use what you have to help others.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Love One Another” from Make a Move and “This Love” from This Love)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Guess What and Who
Application Activity: Chain Reaction
Memory Verse Activity: Unusual Usables 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: All I Need Is a Miracle (Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand) • John 6:1-13 Today’s Bottom Line: Use what you have to help others.

Monthly Memory Verse: The LORD has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. Micah 6:8 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Compassion—Caring enough to do something about someone else’s need 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “What is UP, my friends, my pals, my neighbors? It’s great to see all of you here at [your environment’s name]. It’s like we have our own little neighborhood here—our own block—where we can do the things that neighbors do! Being a neighbor means looking out for the people around you and showing them compassion.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Remember, compassion is caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“There are lots of ways we can do that, right? We can encourage someone by telling them, ‘I’m so glad we’re friends!’ If someone looks lonely, we can ask them to sit with us at lunch. (Hold up the bag of Goldfish®.) If you’ve got a snack and you see that someone else forgot theirs, you can offer to share what you’ve got!
“Our game today will be a fun way to practice filling each other’s cups. Everyone, partner up!
Have the partners stand on opposite sides of the masking tape lines. Give empty cups to everyone in one line. The other partners should get cups full of Goldfish crackers (ten crackers in each cup).

If you have an odd number of kids, you can play, too.

“When I say ‘Go,’ you’ll start tossing Goldfish® into your partner’s cup. If you’re the one catching the Goldfish, you can’t move your feet; but you CAN move your cup around to try to catch the crackers. (Demonstrate.) When the music stops, we’ll count the goldfish in your cup, and the top three teams that caught the most goldfish will move on to the next round. Got it? Good.

“On your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Fun, upbeat music
Comment on the action as the kids play. Make sure they don’t move their feet—only their arms—as they try to catch the crackers. When the kids run out of crackers to toss, stop the music and have their teammates count how many they caught. Have the top three teams move on to the next round.

Have everyone help gather the crackers on the ground. Collect them all in the plastic bin. Refill the cups for the three teams who will play the next round. The throwers’ cups should each have ten crackers again and the catchers’ cups should be empty.
“It’s time to determine our ultimate champions. But we’ll make this round a little bit harder. Each thrower needs to take two big steps back.

Make sure everyone is equal, then put a piece of masking tape down to make a new line for the throwers to stand behind.

“All right, I think we’re ready. Contestants . . . on your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Fun, upbeat music
Comment on the action as the kids play. When they run out of crackers to toss, stop the music and have their teammates count how many they caught. You can check their cups to make sure the number is correct before you declare the winner.
Collect all of the crackers and cups. Have a backstage volunteer redistribute the Goldfish® crackers in the cups so that they’re ready for the Bible story. (For the story, you’ll need five crackers in each cup, and one cup for each kid.)
“Nice job of filling each other’s cups, everyone! Now let’s all get on our feet because it’s time to sing some songs and worship God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing, let’s check out this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“We have an important purpose: to share God’s love with others, every chance we get. Our memory verse, Micah 6:8, reminds us of that truth.
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“The Lord has shown you what is good. He has told you what he requires of you. You must act with justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must be humble as you live in the sight of your God. (Micah 6:8, NIrV)

“Let’s sing about that as we praise God together!

AUDIO: “Love One Another” / track 7 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “Love One Another” Dance Moves Music Video
“God’s love is limitless. That means we can just keep sharing it with others, because it’ll never run out! We can choose to show compassion to the people God has put in our lives. Let’s keep singing and celebrating the amazing love that God has given us.
AUDIO: “This Love” / track 3 from This Love
“It’s so fun to worship God with all of you! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) “We’ve got a great story to look at today that’s another amazing example of compassion. I thought it would be fun if you could try to guess what happens next.
“You’ll get to guess . . . using the Goldfish® from our game!
Bring out the cups of Goldfish. Give a cup to each kid.

“Remember, these are the same Goldfish crackers from before; so they’ve been on the floor and in everyone’s hands—meaning you do NOT want to eat them. In fact, I’ll have some un-germy Goldfish to give you at the end of today, so no need to eat these!
“You’ve got five Goldfish, because there will be five times when I ask you what you think happened next in the story.
Set up the three baskets that are labeled A, B, and C. 
“If you think the answer is A, toss a fish in the A basket. If you think it’s B, toss a fish in B. If you think it’s C, toss a fish in C. You can come up close to the basket and toss your fish so you’re sure to make it in. Make sense? (Pause for response.) All right! Let’s get started.

“This story happened at a time when Jesus had been performing miracles and healing people. Crowds gathered everywhere He went. So when Jesus needed some time away, He crossed the Sea of Galilee with His friends.
Read the question and possible answers from the printed script.

“What do you think Jesus and His friends found on the other side?

“A) A chicken, B) A crowd of people, or C) A water park.
“Vote for your answer by tossing one fish into the basket with the matching letter. 

Give the kids a few seconds to “vote” with their crackers. Repeat the choices, if needed. Then look into the baskets to see which letter got the most votes.

“It looks like most of you thought it was answer [letter with most fish], and you were . . . [right/wrong]! It was B.

Dump the Goldfish into the plastic bin so that the baskets are empty for the next question. (Just leave any crackers that were missed; you can clean them up at the end.)
“Jesus was probably looking forward to a quiet day on the mountainside overlooking the lake. But the crowds had followed. There were THOUSANDS of people who had come to see Him!”
a hungry crowd
LEADER: “Even though He was tired, Jesus had compassion for the people. He began to teach them.
“As the sun sank lower, though, the crowd grew restless. No one had planned to stay all day, and they were hungry. Jesus knew how He would provide a meal. But first, He turned to His friend Philip. Jesus asked Philip where they could buy bread for the crowd.
“What do you think Philip said?

Read the question and possible answers from the printed script.

“A) It would be too expensive, B) Let’s ask the town baker, or C) Let’s go to [local grocery store’s name].
“What do you think: A, B, or C?
Give the kids a few seconds to “vote” with their fish. Repeat the choices, if needed. Then look in the baskets to see which letter got the most votes.

“It looks like most of you thought it was answer [letter with most fish], and you were. . . [right/wrong]! It was A.
Dump the fish into the plastic bin so that the baskets are empty for the next question.

“Let’s read what Philip said to Jesus.

Open the Bible to John 6:7 (NIrV) and read.

“Philip answered him, ‘Suppose we were able to buy enough bread for each person to have just a bite. That would take more than half a year’s pay!’
“In other words, ‘It would be WAY too expensive to buy food for all these people!’ Feeding the crowd certainly seemed like an impossible job. Jesus’ friends started to check around and see if anyone brought any food that they could use.”
loaves and fish
LEADER: “Another of Jesus’ disciples, Andrew, spoke up. Andrew said that he had found something. What do you think he found?
Read the question and possible answers from the printed script.

“A) A [local fast food restaurant] around the corner, B) A boy with some food to share, or C) A food truck.
“What do you think: A, B, or C?

Give the kids a few seconds to “vote” with their fish. Repeat the choices, if needed. Then look in the baskets to see which letter got the most votes.

“It looks like most of you thought it was answer [letter with most fish], and you were. . . [right/wrong]! It was B.

Dump the fish into the plastic bin so that the baskets are empty for the next question.

“Andrew said . . . 
Open the Bible to John 6:9 (NIrV) and read.

“Here is a boy with five small loaves of barley bread. He also has two small fish. But how far will that go in such a large crowd?
“Interesting! Let’s set this scene so we’re all clear. There were several THOUSAND people there that day, and Andrew brought up a boy with five small loaves of bread and two small fish. 
“Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit down.
Read the question and possible answers from the printed script.

“What do you think Jesus did next?

“A) He led everyone in a game of ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’; B) He tossed the food up into the air; or C) He handed out the food to the crowd.
“What do you think: A, B, or C?

Give the kids a few seconds to “vote” with their fish. Repeat the choices, if needed. Then look in the baskets to see which letter got the most votes.

“It looks like most of you thought it was answer [letter with most fish], and you were. . . [right/wrong]! It was C.

Dump the fish into the plastic bin so the baskets are empty for the next question.

“Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God for the bread, then handed it out. He gave the people as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.”
leftovers!
LEADER: “EVERYONE ate until they’d had their fill. That’s right—all those thousands of people! Then, Jesus told the disciples to gather the leftover pieces.
Read the question and possible answers from the printed script.

“What do you think the disciples found when they went around to collect the leftovers?

“A) There was enough leftover food to fill 12 baskets, B) There was nothing left; the people had eaten it all, or C) People only ate the bread, but not the fish.
What do you think: A, B, or C?

Give the kids a few seconds to “vote” with their fish. Repeat the choices, if needed. Then look in the baskets to see which letter got the most votes.

“It looks like most of you thought it was answer [letter with the most fish], and you were. . . [right/wrong]! It was A.

“Can you believe that? The disciples filled 12 baskets with leftovers!
Hold up the letter A basket.

“Not only did the five small loaves and two fish manage to feed thousands of people, but there were leftovers—a LOT of them!
“As you can imagine, the people there that day were pretty amazed by what they had seen. If Jesus could do something so amazing, maybe He really was the Savior God had promised! The people said . . . 
Open the Bible to John 6:14 (NIrV) and read.

“This must be the Prophet who is supposed to come into the world.”
Dump the fish crackers into the plastic bin, then put the three empty baskets in the bin. Take a few seconds to sweep up any missed crackers and dump those in the bin, as well.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “It’s amazing that Jesus fed SO many people with such a small amount of food! It’s also amazing to think that Jesus cared so deeply about every person there that day. He was able to use one boy’s simple meal to meet every single person’s need.
“We all have things we can share—just like the boy who brought his bread and fish. We may not always feel like we have much to offer; but God can use the things we have to do amazing things for the people around us.
“Remember . . . 
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Use what you have to help others.
“Let’s ask God to help us do that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior and show us what it looks like to show compassion for others. Sometimes it’s easy to think we don’t have enough to help anyone. But when we hear this story about Jesus and the bread and fish, it shows us that we can use what we have to help others. Show us how we can make a difference and meet the needs of the people around us. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “When the boy showed up to see Jesus, he was part of a crowd of thousands of other people. It probably never crossed his mind that he could be a part of a miracle! All he had to offer were five loaves of bread and two fish . . . and Jesus used that one small meal to feed EVERYONE.
“You never know what God might do when you [Bottom Line] use what you have to help others.
“That’s what we need to remember today.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Use what you have to help others.
“So what are some things you have? How about your hands? (Hold up your hands.) You can use your hands to help lift things . . . clean things . . . and fix things that are broken. 
(Point to your head.) “You can use your head to help solve problems or help someone understand a tough assignment at school.
(Point to your ears.) “You can use your ears to listen . . . and be there for a friend.
“If you’re not sure what you can do to help, just remember that [Basic Truth] I should treat others the way I want to be treated. Think about what you’d want someone to do for you . . . then find a way to do that for someone else. You never know how God might work through you when you [Bottom Line] use what you have to help others.
“You know what else you have? (Point to your feet.) Your feet! Let’s put those to work and head to Small Group!” 
Dismiss kids to their small groups. Either pass out the Goldfish® packs here, or wait until pick-up.
AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Backstage volunteer, to help with the transition of the props to the Bible story (see “What You Do”)
· Plastic bin
· Cups (can be small paper ones or the SOLO® cups from last week)—one for each kid
· Lots of goldfish crackers (will also be used in the Bible story)—ten for every two kids, plus extras
· Masking tape

· Individually wrapped bags of Goldfish® crackers to hand out at the end (optional, assuming there are no allergy concerns)
Music and Sound Effects:
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat music to use for the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Tape two lines on the floor, several feet apart from each other. The distance should be far enough that it’s challenging for the kids to toss and catch the fish crackers in the cups.
· You’ll need a cup for each kid. Pre-fill half of the cups with ten fish crackers and leave the other cups empty. Place all cups (upright) in the plastic bin, along with the masking tape.

· Ask your backstage helper to refill the cups after Opener so you’ll be ready for the Bible Story. For the story, you’ll need one cup of five fish crackers for each kid. (Depending on how many kids you expect, you could always pre-fill the cups for the story with five fish crackers each. In that case, you could use a separate set of cracker cups for the Opener.)
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Love One Another” from Make a Move
· “This Love” from This Love
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Love One Another” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Backstage volunteer to help with the transition of the props to the Bible story (see “What You Do” for the Opener)

· Bible
· Plastic bin from the Opener
· Cups and Goldfish® crackers from the Opener, divided so there are five fish crackers in each cup and one cup for each kid
· Three baskets with A, B, C signs taped on them
· Printed script

· Broom and dustpan for clean-up

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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