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January 2022 • Week 1
Remote Control: The choice is yours 


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Exile (Jesus Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13 (Supporting: Matthew 4:1-11)
Today’s Bottom Line: Be ready to do the right thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Your Way” from Make a Move and “What I Choose” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Desert Path
Application Activity: Get Ready 
Memory Verse Activity: Super Fuel 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Exile (Jesus Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13 (Supporting: Matthew 4:1-11)
Today’s Bottom Line: Be ready to do the right thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that their choices have consequences. Pray that they have courage to make good choices that can help keep them safe. Ask God to help kids understand that the things they do today can help them be ready to do the right thing tomorrow.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Offering container, a music player or phone with upbeat music 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group and tell them Happy New Year! 
· Invite the kids who brought an offering to put them in the offering container.

· Ask: 

· What do you hope to do in the new year?

· Where do you want to go?

· What new skills do you want to learn? 
· What life app would you like to grow in?

· Share your goals, too! 

· Play freeze dance. 
· Start the music and encourage everyone to dance. 
· Instruct everyone to freeze when you abruptly stop the music. If anyone moves, falls, adjusts their position etc.—they’re out! 
· Play until only one kid remains. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “What Am I Ready to Do? Cards” and “Ready to Do Answers” Activity Pages, phone or timer
What You Do:
· Divide the group into five teams.

· Assign each team a color. 
· Tell the teams that they will look for the color card assigned to them.

· Direct the teams to find their cards around the room and try to put them in order. 
· Time this part of the game so that kids move quickly. 
· When the timer ends, ask each group, “What are you ready to do?” 
· They should each be able to give at least a ball-park answer according to their cards. 
· Refer to the answer key to verify their responses. 
What You Say:
“You are ready to do so many awesome things in this new year! [Transition] Let’s go hear what we can all be prepared to do, no matter what time of year it is!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Desert Path
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Large sheet or roll of paper, sandpaper, construction paper, scrapbooking pages, etc.; coloring materials, scissors, glue
What You Do:
· Gather the group around the roll of paper. 
· If you have a younger group, draw a winding path along the paper.
· If you have older kids in your group, ask the older kids to draw the path.
· Set out the sandpaper, construction or scrapbook paper, coloring materials, etc.
· Divide your group into teams of two or three so there are five teams total.

· Tell kids that you will create a mural of today’s Bible story!

· Assign each team a part of the Bible story to draw, color, and symbolize: 
· Jesus’ baptism (at the beginning of the path)

· Temptation to turn stones into bread
· Temptation of the authority and splendor of the kingdoms of the world 

· Temptation to jump off the temple and be caught by angels

· Angels taking care of Jesus (at the end of the path)
· If you have a lot of kids, assign a background crew to color and draw on the path and the areas in between each point. 
· When the kids are satisfied with the mural, gather them around it for conversation. 
What You Say:
“Our Bible Story today was about Jesus being tempted. What does temptation mean? (Invite kids to answer—wanting to do something you know you shouldn’t) Jesus didn’t give in to temptation, though. Why? (Invite kids to answer. He was prepared with God’s Word; He knew God; etc.) 
“There are times when we’ll be tempted, just like Jesus was. Have you ever wanted to do something you know you shouldn’t? Of course! All of us have.

“The devil even tried to use Scripture to get Jesus to fall for his temptations. But Jesus saw through it because He knew His Father and what God’s Word says. He also knew what God is like and that God will always be there for Him. We can [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing by using all of what God has given us to stand against temptation: knowing the Bible, listening to the Holy Spirit in our hearts, praying, and listening to good friends and the wise grown-ups in our life.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How can you [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing, even if your friends are doing something else? 
· When is it hardest to show self-control when you’re tempted? Around friends? Online? At school? When you want a snack right before dinner? 
· What can you do to prepare for those situations? (Read 1 Corinthians 10:13 and brainstorm some “ways out” of the times you feel most tempted.)

2. Get Ready 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Phone or timer, duffel bag or suitcase, assortment of clothing items, (Optional) If you have a large group, consider making this a team challenge and provide enough items for two teams.
What You Do:
· Line up the group shoulder to shoulder.
· Give the first person in line the duffel bag.

· Get the timer ready.
· When you start the game, direct each kid to take something out of the bag, put it on, and pass the bag down the line. 
· When everyone is wearing something from the bag and the bag is empty, instruct the group to say, “We’re ready!”
· Stop the timer when the bag is empty. 
· Play the game again, seeing if the kids can beat their time. Offer them a few minutes to strategize before you start the second round.
· If you play by teams, no timer is necessary. Play two to three rounds. The first team to win two rounds wins the whole thing! 
What You Say:
“You sure are ready for . . . something! What was the hardest part of getting ready in this game? (Invite comments.) When do you get ready for something, after it happens or before? (before) It doesn’t do any good to get out of your pajamas and dressed for the day AFTER you’ve gone to school or to learn to ride a bike after the race you signed up for. 
“In our Bible story, we learned that Jesus was prepared even before He was tempted in the desert. He knew God, and He knew God’s Word. When He faced temptation, He was ready to do the right thing. 
“We know that we will be tempted to make wrong choices, too. That’s not a surprise. What can we do to [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing? How can we get to know God like Jesus did?” (Invite conversation—talking to God through prayer, reading the Bible every day to know God more, memorizing verses, listening to trusted grown-ups, setting aside time to spend with God, role-playing ahead of time, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share the ways you prepare to make wise choices in the face of temptation. How do you spend time with God? When do you read the Bible?) 
3. Super Fuel 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Readies Cereal” Activity Page, Bibles, coloring materials, paper, pencils, phone or tablet
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· As a group, look up and read 2 Peter 1:3a out loud, using the Bible navigation tips below. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find 2 Peter in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds 2 Peter, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find 2 Peter. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find 2 Peter, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 3 in chapter 1. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Look up pictures of old Wheaties™ boxes on a phone or tablet and show them to the group.

· Remind kids that being ready to do the right thing means preparing with the tools God has given us. 
· Just like we have to eat out breakfast to “power up,” we also have to take time to talk to God, listen to the wise people God has put in our lives, read our Bibles, and spend time with God, before we can be ready to do the right thing.
· Divide kids into groups of 2-3 kids.

· Give each group a “Readies Cereal” Activity Page and set out the coloring materials, paper, and pencils.
· Instruct the kids to design a new product: Readies Cereal, made up of what God has given us to:
· lead a godly life
· make wise choices
· show self-control 
· resist temptation 
· be more like Jesus 
· Encourage kids to think about commercials they’ve seen for cereal or boxes from the cereal they have at home.

· What do those commercials or boxes promote? 

· What do the boxes look like? 

· Give groups a few minutes to design their boxes. As they finish, let them show their creations to the rest of the group!
What You Say:
“Your boxes look so great! What are some of the things God has given us so we can [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing? (The Holy Spirit, wise people, the Bible, prayer)
“Yes, God has given us everything we need so we can [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing. Make sure you eat your ‘Readies’ every day!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Mural from “Desert Path” Activity
What You Do: 
· Gather the group around the Desert Path mural. 
· Ask the kids to point to the part of the mural they participated in. 
· Remind them that Jesus overcame every temptation because He was ready. He read Scripture and He knew what kind of life God wanted Him to live. 
· Ask kids to think about when they’re tempted to do the wrong thing. 
· If anyone wants to share, let them do so. (If you have any kids who share something personal and vulnerable, make sure you thank them for sharing.)
· Close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for showing us how to resist temptation. Thank You for giving us all we need to [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing. Please help us trust You this week and make wise choices. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, show off the Desert Path mural and prompt kids to explain it to the grown-ups. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Offering container 
· Music player or phone with upbeat music
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “What Am I Ready to Do?” Activity Pages on different colored paper then cut apart; one set for each small group
· Print the “Ready to Do Answers” Activity Pages; one set for each small group
· Phone or timer
· Before group time, hide the cards around your small group area. 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Desert Path
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Large sheet or roll of paper
· Sandpaper; several sheets 
· Construction paper, scrapbooking pages, etc. 
· Coloring materials 
· Scissors 
· Glue 
2. Get Ready 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Phone or timer
· Duffel bag or suitcase 
· 10-12 clothing items: large shirt, sunglasses, hat, shoes or slippers, jacket, scarf, gloves, necklace, belt, fanny pack, etc. 
· (Optional) If you have a large group, consider making this a team challenge and providing enough items for two teams. 
3. Super Fuel
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Readies Cereal” Activity Page on paper; one for every two to three kids

· Bibles
· Coloring materials 
· Paper
· Pencils 
· Phone or tablet
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Desert Path Mural from previous activity 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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