252 Kids


January 2022 • Week 5

Remote Control: The choice is yours


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2022, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Should’ve Said No (Too Much of a Good Thing) • Proverbs 25:16
Today’s Bottom Line: Know when to stop.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Carry Over 
Application Activity: Sweet Self-Control 
Memory Verse Activity: Stop Bop 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Should’ve Said No (Too Much of a Good Thing) • Proverbs 25:16
Today’s Bottom Line: Know when to stop.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the stop sign.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! STOP what you’re doing and listen up, because you don’t want to miss out on any of the fun we have planned for today. Each week, I’ve pulled up our handy-dandy remote control . . .
SLIDE: Remote Control
“. . . and we’ve played a game based on something we can do with a remote. Any guesses as to what button we’re pushing with today’s game?

SLIDE: Remote Control: Stop
(Hold up the stop sign.) “That’s right—stop! Stop is an important feature on a remote control for sure. And it’s definitely something we need if we want self-control.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Self-control is choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“If you want to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice, you can’t just say or do whatever you feel like doing right there in that moment. You’ve got to stop (hold up the stop sign) and think first. THEN choose. That’s not always easy. But remember, God is always there to help us choose self-control.

“I’ve got a great way for us to practice our stopping skills. Everyone get on your feet and get ready for a little bit of Freeze Dance!
“When the music plays, we’ll all do our best moves—but keep an eye on this handy-dandy stop sign. (Reference the stop sign.) When it goes up, you need to stop dancing. (Demonstrate.) But that doesn’t necessarily mean the music will stop, or that I’ll stop dancing either. So you need to pay close attention! If you keep dancing even after the stop sign goes up, I’ll call you out; and you’ll need to sit down for that round. We’ll keep playing until we have just one dancing person left.

“All right, let’s do this. It’s time to DANCE!

AUDIO: Super-upbeat dance music
Demonstrate some fun, silly dancing so the kids feel free to be goofy, too. From time to time, hold up the stop sign. Start out by matching it with your actions—i.e. actually stop both the music and your dancing when you hold up the sign. But then start tricking the kids a bit, sometimes keeping the music on or continuing to dance yourself, even when you hold up the stop sign. Sometimes you can keep the music going AND keep dancing when you hold up the sign.
Note: If someone else is playing the music, make sure they know the plan of when to stop (or not stop) the music.
Call kids out if they keep dancing after you hold up the sign (“[Kid’s name], you’re out for now—but those were some amazing moves!”). If you have some really attentive kids who aren’t getting out, try holding up the stop sign at faster intervals.

Alternatively, if everyone gets out pretty quickly and time allows, play another round so everyone gets another chance.

“Nice dancing AND nice stopping, everyone! Let’s keep moving now as we sing and worship God together. This time, we won’t stop until the music stops!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “We can turn to God whenever we need strength and wisdom. As we read in Proverbs 2:6, ‘The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth.’ (NIrV) With God’s help, we can choose to stay in control and stay out of trouble. Let’s sing out and celebrate, because we can ALWAYS run to God!
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 6 from Make a Move
“There are so many ways we can make a move for God. We can run to God when we need wisdom and understanding. We can move and dance as we celebrate God together. We can follow God by sharing love and kindness everywhere we go. We can serve others in God’s name. We can follow Jesus’ example and [Basic Truth] treat others the way we want to be treated. Let’s sing to God now and say, ‘I will make a move for You.’ Here we go!
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
“I love to sing and dance with all of you! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Life is full of good things, isn’t it? I mean, God has given us so many good gifts: friends . . . family . . . puppies . . . sports . . . music. The list goes on and on! But it’s important to remember that sometimes we can have TOO MUCH of a good thing. That’s why we need self-control—so we don’t overdo it.
(Hold up Bible.) “King Solomon was one of the wisest people who ever lived. He asked for wisdom from God, and God gave it to him. And it turned out Solomon had something to say about what ‘too much’ looks like. We can find his wise words on the matter in Proverbs 25:16. Check it out.

Open the Bible to Proverbs 25:16 (NIrV) and read.

“If you find honey, eat just enough. If you eat too much of it, you will throw up.
“Whoa! I bet you weren’t expecting that, were you? Let me read it again.

“If you find honey, eat just enough. If you eat too much of it, you will throw up.

“Solomon’s advice may be a little . . . surprising. But I bet all of us in here have seen this in action in our own lives. Maybe you’ve never had too much honey, but you probably know what it’s like to have too much of some other good things. Let’s talk about what that might look like for you.”
FAVorite THINGS
LEADER: “What are some of your favorite things? What are some things that you love SO much that it’s hard to stop?
Lead the kids in a conversation about this. Acknowledge all answers, but if a kid comes up with an example in the following categories, bring them on stage: 1- junk food, 2- entertainment (video games, TV, internet, screen time, etc.), and 3- “stuff” (spending/shopping).

You should end up with several kids up front—with two or three kids representing each of the three categories. Keep them in separate, small groupings. If you need more kids in a category, you can suggest that category as a way to bring kids up. (For example: How about stuff you want to buy? Does anyone love to go shopping in the toy aisle at [store]?)
Hand out just ONE prop to the kids in each category: 1) chips or cookies; 2) a video game, remote control, or movie case; 3) a shopping bag from a store where kids would like to shop.
“Thank you to [kids’ names] for representing these good things that I’m sure all of us really enjoy!”
TOO MUCH
LEADER: (Reference the objects that the kids hold up.) “So, a certain amount of these things isn’t a problem, right? I mean, a few chips or cookies . . . some vegging out with video games or a good book . . . spending some of our allowance on something we want. There’s nothing bad to see here, right?

“But remember Solomon’s wise words. It’s possible for us to overdo it on these things. You all probably know how that feels, right? It really doesn’t feel good at all. If we don’t have self-control, we can get a little crazy with junk food.
Take more junk food items out of box #1 and give them to the first group of kids: a six-pack of soda, an empty pizza box, more packages of chips and cookies. The idea is that they should struggle to hold it all.
“We get too full, and then we don’t have any room for healthy food. We might even get a stomachache or get really sick.
“What about with games and movies?
Take more entertainment items out of box #2 and give them to the second group of kids: video games, remotes, controllers, headphones, devices, movie cases, books, etc.
“If we don’t know when to say no, we can end up staring at screens all day long. We might completely lose track of time and forget to do something important like chores or homework. We’ll probably get tired and cranky, too. 
“What if we overdo it by always wanting more stuff?

Take the shopping bags and shipping boxes out of box #3 and give them to the third group of kids.
“Pretty soon, you might find yourself with an empty wallet. And that means you can’t buy something for your family or friends on THEIR special days. You can’t give money to help others when you see them in need.

“And it isn’t just about money. See, if we lose control, we can find ourselves focused only on the things we want. We think about our stuff more than we think about treating others with love and kindness and noticing what THEY need.”
HOW TO STOP
LEADER: “So how can you know when to stop? (Reference the items that the kids hold.) What can you do to stay in control in these kinds of situations? I’d love to hear your ideas.
Move next to the first group of kids.

“Is there a way we can have self-control with junk food?

Take some answers from everyone. As you discuss solutions, take away the excess items from this group and put them back in box #1. (They should eventually only hold the one item they had before.)
“Right. If you take the whole package of cookies and plop down on the sofa in front of the TV, you’ll probably eat cookie after cookie after cookie—and that’s never good! Instead, you could just take out one or two cookies, put them in a bowl, and really focus on enjoying the two you have.

Move next to the second group of kids.

“How about with screens and games and movies? How can we choose to do ‘just enough’?
Take some answers from everyone. As you discuss solutions, take away the excess items from this group and put them back in box #2. (They should eventually only hold the one item they had before.)
“You could set a timer for your screen time, instead of just letting the episodes play and play and play. Ask an adult to help you do that if you don’t know how. You could also make a habit of finishing up your homework or chores first, THEN take time to play or watch TV.
Move next to the third group of kids.

“What about stuff? Is there a way to keep from wanting more and more things . . . and wanting to spend any money that you have on them?

Take some answers from everyone. As you discuss solutions, take away the excess items from this group and put them back in box #3. (They should eventually only hold the one item they had before.)
“That’s great! You can stop and take time to be thankful for what you do have. Maybe you could get a notepad or journal and write down one thing you’re grateful for each day. That would definitely help you stay in control! It’ll help you focus on other people instead of only thinking about the things you want. And as far as money goes . . . if you get an allowance, you don’t have to spend it all right away. You can set some money aside and save it for later.
(Reference the items that are left.) “As you can see, you can still enjoy these good things. You’ve got to enjoy them ‘just enough,’ by using self-control. And that happens when you [Bottom Line] know when to stop.
“Let’s give a big round of applause for our helpers!”
Collect the props in the appropriate boxes as you dismiss the helpers to their seats.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “All good things are gifts from God. If you think about it, self-control is a gift, too! God has given you the ability to have self-control so you can keep from having TOO much of a good thing. And don’t forget—you can take the first step to stay in control. You don’t have to wait for someone to TELL you to stop. With God’s help, you can keep control in any situation.
“Here’s what we need to remember today.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Know when to stop.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us with that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for giving us all that we need to follow You and live our lives with self-control. We know that with Your help, we can have ‘just enough.’ We can keep from overdoing it. We can keep from having too much of a good thing. Please show us Your wisdom and help us to [Bottom Line] know when to stop. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “One more time, let’s look at what Solomon said in Proverbs 25:16.

Open the Bible to Proverbs 25:16 (NIrV) and read.

“If you find honey, eat just enough. If you eat too much of it, you will throw up.

“You notice that Solomon didn’t say there was anything wrong with eating honey. But you CAN have too much of a good thing.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
“That’s why you have to [Bottom Line] know when to stop. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Know when to stop.”
LEADER: “I’m not going to lie—this is a tough one. If you find yourself thinking about something all the time—whether it’s video games, sweets, sports, or something else—that could be a clue that you need to use some self-control.
“If you find yourself sneaking behind someone’s back so you can watch JUST ONE more video or eat JUST ONE more cookie, you might need to . . . STOP. (Hold up the stop sign.)
“If you feel like your schedule is overwhelmed and you can’t get enough sleep or do the things you know you’re supposed to do, you might need to . . . STOP. (Hold up the stop sign.)
“You’ve got to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice . . . and learn to stop before you overdo it. Remember, self-control is part of what the Apostle Paul called ‘the fruit of the Spirit.’ When you choose to follow Jesus, you have the Holy Spirit to help you. The Spirit can give you wisdom and help you stay in control of the choices you make.
“And of course, we’ve also got each other! We can help each other [Bottom Line] know when to STOP. (Hold up the stop sign.) Let’s talk about that some more in Small Group!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Stop sign (a real handheld sign, or the “Stop Sign” symbol printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF and attached to a craft stick or ruler)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Super-upbeat dance music (ideally, more than one song)
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Remote Control Slide
· Remote Control: Stop Slide

· “Stop Sign” (printable)
Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· If you’d like to make a stop sign instead of buying one, print the “Stop Sign” symbol on cardstock and mount it onto a craft stick or ruler.
· If someone other than the Leader will play music, explain the idea behind the Freeze Dance game—that sometimes the music should stop when the Leader holds up the stop sign . . . but not always.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Run to You” from Make a Move
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Three prop boxes labeled #1, #2, and #3, containing:
· Items to represent junk food in box #1 (these can be empty packages or items you donate later)
· Chips
· Cookies
· Six-pack of sodas
· Empty pizza box
· Candy bags
· Items to represent entertainment options in box #2
· Video games
· Remote controls
· Game controllers
· Movies (i.e. cases)
· Headphones
· Devices
· Books
· Items to represent “stuff” (spending/shopping) in box #3
· Shopping bags (plastic and paper) from kid-friendly stores like Target®
· Lots of Amazon Prime™ boxes
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Because of the nature of today’s story, there are a lot of props. However, most of these things can be borrowed. You can use empty packages for the food items or donate the food later (or save it for a party!).
· Fill up the prop boxes and set them on the stage but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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