252 Kids


January 2022 • Week 4

Remote Control: The choice is yours


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Blank Space (Choose Your Words Carefully) • Proverbs 12:18
Today’s Bottom Line: Think before you speak.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Gloriously Free” from Make a Move and “Your Way” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Three Gates 
Application Activity: Color Words
Memory Verse Activity: This Is A . . . 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Blank Space (Choose Your Words Carefully) • Proverbs 12:18
Today’s Bottom Line: Think before you speak.

Monthly Memory Verse: God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello. (Hold up the remote and give a long pause, then lower the remote. Hold up the remote each time you pause.) How (pause) are (pause) you (pause) today?
“Ha! Sorry about that!
SLIDE: Remote Control
“Just practicing my pause skills.
SLIDE: Remote Control: Pause
“I find the pause to be an important part of self-control.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Self-control is choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It can be tricky to press pause when you’re tempted to keep going—but with God’s help, you can do it! Pressing pause can really help you avoid trouble. That’s especially true when it comes to our words. It’s never a bad idea to give an extra pause before you speak! I thought it would be fun to get in a little extra practice with that, with a fun game I call ‘Blurt-Be-Gone’!
“We’ll split into two teams, and each team will get a buzzer [or a buzz word to shout out]. Let’s get those teams first!

Divide the kids into two teams so that each team has an equal amount of older and younger kids if possible. Choose a captain for each team. Give each captain a buzzer OR assign a buzz word that the captain can shout out when their team is ready to answer.

“There are ten questions in this game, plus a tie-breaker if we need it. When the question pops up on the screen, I’ll read it out loud. You’ll want to PAUSE and discuss it as a team as quickly as possible. Captains, as soon as you think you know the answer, buzz in. You have to answer IMMEDIATELY after I call on you. So if you buzz in then don’t have the answer, you automatically give the point to the other team. You will also give the point to the other team if you get the question wrong. So you want to give just enough pause to talk it over with your team and figure out your answer . . . but don’t wait too long or the other team will buzz in!
Read from the printed Game Questions Sheet.

“Here’s the first question. What do cows drink?
Use the remote to “call on” the first team captain who buzzes in—but make sure they pause and talk with their team first!
If they get the question right, they get the point. If they get it wrong or don’t answer as soon as you call on them, the other team gets the point. If there’s a tie on the buzzers, give one team the chance to go first, and make sure the next time there’s a buzz-in tie, you call on the other team first.
Keep track of the points with a dry erase board and marker or hang a piece of posterboard where everyone can see you keep track with a marker. Go through all ten questions on the Game Questions Sheet. Use an additional question, if necessary, for a tiebreaker. Celebrate the winning team.

“Playing Blurt-Be-Gone was a lot of fun! Nice job of using your pausing and playing skills. Let’s keep the fun going as we stand up and sing songs to worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Sometimes, we lose control. We do or say things we wish we hadn’t. We might end up hurting ourselves or people around us. But here’s the amazing news: even when we mess up, God never gives up on us! You are made by God and LOVED by God, and there’s nothing that can change that. Let’s sing out and thank God for making us gloriously free!
AUDIO: “Gloriously Free” / track 5 from Make a Move
“Before we keep singing, let’s watch this together.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“When we remember that God is in control of our lives, it helps us have SELF-control. God helps us [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. God’s love is always with us! As David wrote in Psalm 32:10, ‘The Lord’s faithful love is all around those who trust in him.’ (NIrV) Let’s sing and celebrate the freedom we have when we live God’s way.
AUDIO: “Your Way” / track 3 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “Your Way” Dance Moves Music Video
“That’s right. God’s way IS the best way! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “In the book of Proverbs (hold up Bible), we can find lots of wise sayings that help us understand how to live with self-control. Many of these proverbs were wise words from King Solomon. When Solomon was young, he asked God for wisdom—and God gave it to him! A lot of Solomon’s wise sayings are about one thing, over and over and over . . . 
Hold up the magnetic display board with the letters. Rearrange the letters to spell “WORDS.”
“. . . our WORDS.”
the power of Words
LEADER: “Words are powerful! We can use the power of words in a good way, by choosing words that are wise, true, and helpful. But if we’re not careful with our words, we can end up causing of a lot of hurt. Here’s what Solomon had to say about that.

Open the Bible to Proverbs 12:18 (NIrV) and read.

“The words of thoughtless people cut like swords. But the tongue of wise people brings healing.

“Did you catch that? Let me read it again.

“The words of thoughtless people cut like swords. But the tongue of wise people brings healing.

“If we’re thoughtless—if we don’t stop and think—our words can cut like SWORDS!”
Add an S to spell “SWORDS.” 
words that hurt
LEADER: “If you think about it, it’s true. Words can very much hurt us. 

Scramble the letters and spell “HURT.” (Leave this word up.)

“Words can make us feel really sad.

Spell “SAD.” (Leave this word up.)
“Words can make us feel alone. 

Spell “ALONE.” (Leave this word up.)
“Words can even make someone believe a lie . . . or cause people to stop trusting us.

(Reference the words on the board.) “You’ve probably heard people say words that hurt someone’s feelings or made them feel this way—sad and alone.
Read the following phrases from the index cards.

“Like . . .
‘I can’t believe you’re wearing THAT.’
‘Why can’t you get this problem right?’
‘What happened to your hair?’
‘You can’t sit here.’
‘Did you hear what people are saying about you?’
Gather the index cards in a stack and set them down.
“See what I mean? Our words can really cause a lot of hurt. They can cut way deeper than we ever imagined. And it’s usually because we just aren’t thinking when we say them.”
Scramble the magnetic letters on the board.
words that HEAL
LEADER: “But there’s really GOOD news, too. Remember the second part of what Solomon said?
Open the Bible to Proverbs 12:18 (NIrV) and read.

“The tongue of wise people brings healing.
Rearrange the letters to spell “HEAL.”
“If we can stay in control of what we say, our words can help. They can HEAL! They can make things better. That’s what happens if we take the time to stop and think BEFORE we speak.
“When we encourage others and say kind things to them, we can make them feel happy.

Scramble the letters and spell “HAPPY.” (Leave this word up.)
“When we choose to include someone, we can make them feel like they BELONG.
Spell “BELONG.” (Leave this word up.)

“We can say words that let people know how much they matter to us. We can make them feel LOVED.

Spell “LOVED.” (Leave this word up.)
(Reference the words on the board.) “Isn’t that amazing? Every day, our words have the power to make people feel happy . . . like they belong . . . and that they’re loved! Healing words might not always be the first ones that comes to mind. But if we stop and think, we can CHOOSE words that will make people feel this way.
“I wonder how those kinds of healing words would sound? Maybe like this.
Read the following phrases from the index cards.

“‘You can get it. I believe in you.’
‘You look really nice today.’
‘You always make me laugh!’
‘You did an amazing job speaking in front of the class.’
‘Come sit with us.’
‘I’m sorry.’
‘I forgive you.’
Gather the index cards in a stack and set them down.

“Isn’t it so nice to hear healing words like that? Our words are so powerful that they can make someone else’s day. They can even help heal some pretty deep cuts.”
Scramble the magnetic letters.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Our words are one of the very best ways to fulfill the mission Jesus gave us. Jesus once told His friends . . . 
Open the Bible to John 13:34 (NIrV) and read.

“I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have loved you.

“That’s why it’s so important that we learn to pause before we speak. 
Rearrange the letters to spell “HURT” and “HELP.”
“We need to stop and ask ourselves if our words will hurt . . . or help. If we THINK before we speak, we’ll be able to use self-control. We’ll be able to choose words that bring help and healing.
“Remember . . . 
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Think before you speak.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us put that into action.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for loving us! Please show us how we can show Your love to other people with our words. Help us THINK before we speak. Give us the strength to ‘press pause’ before we blurt out things that might hurt others. Help us stay in control and use our words to heal not to hurt. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “It feels a lot better when you’re in control of the words you say. King Solomon knew what he was talking about when he said that thoughtless people say words that hurt but wise people choose words that heal. 
“So, let’s not be thoughtless. Let’s think before we speak! Say this with me.”
SLIDE: Bottom Line
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Think before you speak.”
LEADER: “If you DON’T [Bottom Line] think before you speak, you could really hurt someone. I bet you’ve been hurt by someone else who didn’t think before they spoke. On the other hand, if you DO think, and you choose to say healing, encouraging words, you can help someone. Maybe you know what that feels like, too.
“Jesus had a half-brother named James, and James wrote it this way. 
Open the Bible to James 1:19 (NIrV) and read.

“Everyone should be quick to listen. But they should be slow to speak. They should be slow to get angry.

“The next time your mouth is moving in fast forward, and you think you’re about to say something hurtful, SSSSLLLOOOOW down. Think about how your words will affect other people. Will they cut like swords or bring healing? And if you absolutely can’t think of any healing words to say, it might be best to press the mute button. That could be a good way to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice.
“Remember, your words are very powerful . . . and you get to choose how to use them! Let’s head to Small Group and talk about that some more.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Remote control
· Two game buzzers, squeaky toys, or other noisemakers (optional)
· Game Questions Sheet (printed from the LG Assets PDF)
· Dry erase board and marker or posterboard and marker (to keep score)
· Bible
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Remote Control Slide
· Remote Control: Pause Slide

· Game Questions Sheet (printable)
Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Gloriously Free” from Make a Move
· “Your Way” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Your Way” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Magnetic display board such as a magnetic dry erase board
· Magnetic letters (ideally jumbo-sized)
· 12 index cards with the following phrases written on them:
· I can’t believe you’re wearing THAT.

· Why can’t you get this problem right?

· What happened to your hair?

· You can’t sit here.

· Did you hear what people are saying about you?
· You can get it. I believe in you.
· You look really nice today.
· You always make me laugh!
· You did an amazing job speaking in front of the class.
· Come sit with us.
· I’m sorry.
· I forgive you.
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Figure out how you can set up the magnetic board so that it’s visible to all, even when you’re arranging and rearranging the letters.
· Practice the script with the magnetic letters. Make sure you have enough of each letter to form the scripted words on the board.

· Group the index cards together with the five hurtful examples in one stack, and the seven helpful examples in another stack.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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