252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 4
Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Friends Are For (Giving Freely to the Lord’s People) •
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Today’s Bottom Line: You can always use what you have to help someone else.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Live Your Love” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Special Delivery
Application Activity: Upcycle Cycle
Memory Verse Activity: Wheels in Wheels
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Friends Are For (Giving Freely to the Lord’s People) •
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Today’s Bottom Line: You can always use what you have to help someone else.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that kids would have great takeaways from this month. Pray that they always use what they have to help others. Thank God for all that has been given to your few: talents, families and friends, church community, and even possessions. Ask God to give them empowering opportunities to use what they have to make this world a better place. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group as they arrive.
· Invite kids who brought offerings to put them in the offering container. 
· As kids arrive, ask questions to get them talking about Thanksgiving.
· (If you’re in the United States.) Did you celebrate Thanksgiving with family or friends?

· What was the best part of the week?

· Did you do anything special to help your parents or other relatives this week?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Excuse Generator Cards” and “Help Wanted Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to gather in circles of four.

· Set the two decks of cards face down in the middle of each group—one pile of the “Excuse Generator Cards” and one pile of the “Help Wanted Cards.”
· Identify the two piles of cards for the kids.
· Direct each group to deal out four “Excuse Generator Cards” to each kid in their circle.

· Once all of the kids have four cards, instruct one kid from each group to draw a “Help Wanted Card” and read it out loud. 
· Direct the other kids to choose the “Excuse Generator Card” that makes the most sense—or is the funniest—for that need. For example:
· Help Wanted: I need a friend to walk me home.
· Excuse: I am busy washing my gaming console.
· Excuse: I just got a new hairbrush, and I need to test it out.
· Excuse: I have to read the whole internet by Monday.
· Instruct the kid who drew the “Help Wanted Card” to choose the winner from the round. 
· Direct the kids to deal out a new “Excuse Generator Card” to the group. 
· Play passes to the next kid in the circle. 
· Play until a kid has won three rounds or as time allows. 
What You Say:
“There are a lot of reasons why we might not help someone out, but [Transition] let’s go to Large Group and hear what we can do for others.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Special Delivery
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Special Delivery Script” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Read the “Special Delivery Script” out loud to the kids and lead them in the exercises and activity. 
· As you read, encourage them to keep pedaling if they slow down.
· When you’ve made your delivery, let kids sit down and catch their breath.
What You Say:
“Whew! That was a long ride! I’m so glad we got the money from the churches in Macedonia to the Jesus-followers they donated it to in Jerusalem.
“It was pretty generous of them to share what they had, wasn’t it? There are a lot of reasons why they could have NOT given. They could have kept all their money for themselves. They were going through hard times. 
“But the churches in Macedonia knew a secret—one we heard about from Paul’s letter a few weeks ago. They knew how to be content, even in hard times. They didn’t need a ton of extra money. They could share what they had because they knew God would take care of them. 
“They had learned that [Bottom Line] you can always use what you have to help someone else. They were thankful for how God provided, and they wanted to share that feeling with others. Then, even more people could be thankful to God!”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When did you last use what you had to help someone else? How did it feel? 
· When did someone last use what they had to help you? How did that feel? 
· What do you do if you feel you don’t have enough to help someone else?
*2. Upcycle Cycle 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Wheel Pattern” Activity Page circles; heavy cardstock or light cardboard; pipe cleaners; colorful straws; metal brads; scissors; and pencils
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Wheel Pattern” circle and a piece of heavy cardstock or light cardboard, a pencil, and a pair of scissors.

· Instruct the kids to use the “Wheel Pattern” to cut out two wheels from the cardstock. 
· Demonstrate how they can pierce the brads into the centers of the wheels.
· Instruct the kids to hold one straw horizontally.

· Using the ends of the brads sticking out from the wheels, direct the kids to pierce through the straw, near each end. 
· Show the kids how to slightly fold the brad ends over. 
· The bike wheels should turn. 
· Instruct the kids to create a seat and handlebars with the pipe cleaners.

· Direct the kids to attach the seat and handlebars to the axle of the bike. 
What You Say:
“These are some little up-cycled bicycles to remind you that [Bottom Line] you can always use what you have to help someone else.
“We didn’t have any metal or tires or bike chain, but we made some pretty fun toys! Who could you share these with? (Invite responses.) You could even gather some of these materials and help your friends make their own! That would be a great way of sharing your contentment with them. 
“When you aren’t content, you focus on what you DON’T have and tend to be jealous of others. But with contentment, you can focus on what you DO have, and it makes you more willing to share with others. 
[Make It Personal] (Tell the group about a time you shared what you had, even if it wasn’t very much. How did you feel? Or you can talk about the opposite. When did you let jealousy get the best of you and stop you from feeling contentment? When were you not generous with what you had?) 
“What do you have that you can be thankful for and share with others this week?” (Invite discussion, and encourage kids to think of time and talents they can share with others as well as possessions or money.) 
3. Wheels in Wheels 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles and smartphone with music
What You Do:
· Look up and read Luke 12:15 out loud with the group to make sure everyone is familiar with the verse. 
· Divide your group into two equal sections. 
· Instruct section one to make a large circle in the middle of the room, shoulder to shoulder, facing outward. 

· Direct section two to make a slightly larger circle around that circle, facing inward so that everyone faces a partner in the other circle. 
· If there are an odd number of kids, ask the extra kid to be in charge of the music or you can join a circle.
· When you play the music, instruct the inner circle to move clockwise and the outer circle to move counterclockwise (they rotate in opposite directions while facing each other). 

· Stop the music abruptly and have the kids say the memory verse in pairs as follows:
· The kid in the inner circle says the first word or phrase, and the kid across from them in the outer circle says the next. They go back and forth until one of them misses a word or phrase.
· The first kid to miss a word or phrase leaves the circle and sits down.
· Play as long as time allows, stopping the music every few seconds. 
What You Say:
“I hope you’re not dizzy! This is a wheel within a wheel game—like our upcycle bicycles. This verse reminds us that no matter what we have, it can’t rule our lives. If you’re obsessed with what you have or don’t have, you’ll never be thankful and you’ll never want to share. 
“When do you want to share with others the most? When you have a lot or a little? (Invite discussion.) [Bottom Line] You can always use what you have to help someone else, even if it doesn’t feel like a lot. There are plenty of ways to share what you have right now. If you’re not sure how, ask a trusted adult to help. And you can always ask God to show you what you can share.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Bicycles from “Upcycle Cycle” Activity and markers or pens 
What You Do: 
· Give each kid their bicycle craft.
· Set out the markers or pens.
· Direct kids to write on the wheels as spokes:” [Bottom Line] You can always use what you have to help someone else.
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Keep these somewhere you can see them and remember [Bottom Line] you can always use what you have to help someone else. 
Dear God, thank You for all You’ve given us. Please show us how to practice contentment and thankfully share what we have. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite kids to show their upcycled bicycle craft and share how they can always use what they have to help someone else.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Excuse Generator Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for every four kids. 
· Print “Help Wanted Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for every four kids.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.)
1. Special Delivery 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Special Delivery Script” Activity Page on paper; one for each small group
*2. Upcycle Cycle 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print “Wheel Pattern” Activity Page and cut out; one circle for each kid.
· Heavy cardstock or light cardboard 
· Pipe cleaners—two to three for each kid
· Pencils
· Colorful straws—one for each kid
· Metal brads—two for each kid 
· Scissors
3. Wheels in Wheels 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Smartphone with upbeat music downloaded
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Bicycles from “Upcycle Cycle” Activity
· Markers or pens 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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