252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 2
Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got 


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: I Want It That Way (King Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard) • 
1 Kings 21:1-19, 27
Today’s Bottom Line: Wanting more and more can make you miserable.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“What I Choose” from Make a Move and “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Bowling for Grapes
Application Activity: Jump-Off!
Memory Verse Activity: Weaving Wants
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: I Want It That Way (King Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard) • 
1 Kings 21:1-19, 27
Today’s Bottom Line: Wanting more and more can make you miserable.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to bring to kids’ minds that one extra toy, new pair of shoes, or another brand-new stuffed animal they just HAD to have, but then it lost its luster once they saw another one. Pray that kids would learn today that wanting more and more things will make them miserable. God can help us be content when we remember and are thankful for what we do have.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container and jar of beads, pennies, etc.
What You Do: 
· Greet kids as they arrive to Small Group.

· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Encourage each kid to guess how many of the [items] are in the jar.
· When all of the kids have guessed, award the jar to the closest guesser, if you’d like. 
· Ask:

· What would you want 100 of?
· What about 1000 of?
· What would you want fewer of?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Empty soda cans; Optional plastic cups instead of cans
What You Do:
· Divide the group into teams of three and give each team a pile of cans or cups.

· Instruct the kids to stack the tallest tower possible in five minutes. 
· After five minutes, see which team has the tallest tower. 
· Ask the kids to work together and build the tallest tower possible using all of the cans. 
· Give the kids a few minutes to build. 
What You Say:
“It was one thing to build a tower with a few cans, but using all of the cans was a big job. Did you notice that the taller your tower grew, the more stress you felt to keep it up? [Transition] Always wanting bigger and better can be stressful! Let’s go hear about someone in the Bible who had that same problem of wanting more and more.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Bowling for Grapes
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Can Faces” Activity Page; cans or cups from “Opening Activity;” two small balls; variety of grape-flavored candy; and tape
What You Do:
· Give a couple of older kids the tape.

· Ask them to put the “Can Faces” on the cans: six of Ahab and six of Naboth. These will be the bowling pins.
· Divide the group into two teams. 
· Set up six pins for each team on one end of the room. These can be mixed and not an entire set of Ahab faces for one team and Naboth for the other.
· Instruct the kids to take turns bowling as many rounds as time allows and keep score. Every can they knock down is a point for their team. 
· After a kid knocks down the cans, direct the same kid to set them back up before the next kid bowls. 
· Let the kids play as many rounds as time allows. 
· When time is up, give as many candies to each team as they have points. Help divide the candy equally among the team members if needed. 
· Set aside the balls and cans.
What You Say:
“So in our Bible story, there was a vineyard, which grows grapes like our candy. We also have a pouting king, a wicked queen, and an innocent landowner.
“First off, King Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard. And wanting it was okay. There’s nothing wrong with wanting things! In fact, I will count to three, and let’s all yell out something we really, really want. [Make It Personal] (Be sure to yell out with the kids—keep it relatable.) 
“Whew! Then, King Ahab did what any of us would do. He tried to get what he wanted in the normal, ordinary way. He offered to buy the vineyard, and he offered to trade for it. Have you ever bought something you wanted? Have you ever traded for something you wanted? (Allow responses.) 
“When he couldn’t get what he wanted, King Ahab did something else we do—he pouted! And he sulked! And he threw a tantrum! Put your hand up if you’ve ever done that, too. (Raise your hand, too!) At this point, most of us would have gotten over it. But King Ahab did not. He just went on wanting the vineyard more and more and more. Queen Jezebel did something terrible so her husband could have the vineyard he wanted. She set things up so Naboth was killed. God told the prophet Elijah what had happened. Elijah came to condemn Ahab, and everything was a mess. Ahab was miserable.
“See, the wanting wasn’t the problem. It was that Ahab refused to be content without the vineyard. He had plenty of land and vineyards. He could have just shrugged, walked away, and built himself another garden somewhere else. But he didn’t. King Ahab proved that [Bottom Line] wanting more and more can make you miserable.
“We all want things and need things, and God knows that. He takes care of us, and we can trust Him. But we don’t have to be miserable like Ahab, chasing after more and more stuff.” 
2. Jump-Off! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Two jump ropes 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Give each team a jump rope. 
· Tell kids that the teams will have a “jump off.” 
· Instruct both teams to choose a kid to jump first and give that kid a jump rope.

· Direct the competing kids from each team to face each other, standing far enough away that they don’t hit each other with their jump ropes.

· The kid wearing the most blue (or any other color you choose) gets to challenge the kid from the other team to jump any number of times they choose.
· If the other kid jumps successfully, the challenger must jump that many times plus one. 
· If the first kid can’t jump the number of times they are challenged to, instruct them to go to the end of their line.
· If the challenger can’t jump that many times PLUS one after the other kid has successfully jumped, direct the challenger to go to the back of their line. 
· If the challenger successfully jumps the number of times they challenged the other jumper PLUS ONE, the first jumper has to go to the end of their line. 
· Older kids can challenge each other with double skips, over/under, jumping backwards, etc. 
· Keep playing as long as time and stamina allow! 
What You Say:
“This game took a lot out of you! Eventually, you can’t jump one . . . more . . . time! You really wanted to challenge your opponent with a big number of jumps, but you knew you’d have to do that plus one. 
“It’s easy to think that just one more thing would make you happy or the winner or the best—just one more pair of cool sneakers or one more upgrade to your game. We do that with experiences, too—just one more day of vacation, one more ride on the rollercoaster; one more follower, or one more game level. But it’s never just one more, is it? 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you wanted just one more of something, then just another one, and then more and more. It could be as simple as potato chips, a pay raise, or one more like on social media. If that one more led to you only wanting more, talk about it.) 
[Bottom Line] “Wanting more and more can make you miserable. I think we all know that. Not being satisfied or content with what we have feels awful. It feels like a pit that can never be filled. What can stop that feeling? How can we stop wanting more and more and just one more?” (Invite responses.)
3. Weaving Wants
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Weaving Wants Verse Card” Activity Pages; toy catalogs or flyers; scissors; clear tape; rulers; and coloring materials; Optional clipboards
What You Do:
· Tell kids that you’re making placemats. 

· Set out the scissors, rulers, and the old toy catalogs or flyers. 

· Direct kids to choose twelve different pages of catalogs or store flyers.
· Guide the kids to use the rulers to cut the pages into one-inch strips.
· Instruct the kids to cut six of the pages vertically and six of the pages horizontally.
· You can do the cutting ahead of time, or help younger kids if necessary. 

· Demonstrate how to weave the strips together.
· Lay the longer (vertical) strips on a table or clipboard.

· Tape the tops of these strips to the surface. 
· Weave the first shorter strip into the longer ones (over, under, over, under) then reverse for the next strip (under, over, under, over) and repeat with the rest.
· Once the strips are woven, tape the ends together on all sides.
· Give each kid a “Weaving Wants Verse Card.”
· Set out the coloring materials.

· Invite the kids to color the “Weaving Wants Verse Card.”
· Direct the kids to carefully tape their card to the middle of their placemat. 
What You Say:
“There are a lot of things in these magazines, ads, and papers that I’d want. How about you? (Invite discussion.) It’s okay to want things, but boy these advertisements make me want ALL OF THE THINGS. That’s why we put our verse smack in the middle of these wants. Our verse reminds us that [Bottom Line] wanting more and more can make you miserable. 
“Life isn’t only about the stuff you have—it’s not even about getting all the stuff you DON’T have. What do you think this verse says life is all about? (Read Luke 12:15 out loud from the Weaving Wants Verse Card.) 
“Here at Small Group, we know life is about following Jesus and loving other people. You can do that whether you have a little or a lot.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What can you do if you feel yourself wanting more and more and more? 
· What is it that you usually want more and more of? 
· How do you know when you have enough of something? Who can help you with that? 

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed.
What You Do: 
· Lead the kids in a responsive prayer. 
· When you say, “More,” instruct the kids to call out their favorite possessions.
· When you say, “Help us, God, to have,” direct the kids to say, “Contentment.” 
· Switch the volume at which you say the parts of the prayer.
What You Say:
“(loudly) When we want more and more . . . (Kids loudly name possessions) . . . 
“(quietly) Help us, God, to have . . . (Kids quietly say, “Contentment”).
“Dear God, thank You for giving us contentment when we ask, because we know that wanting more and more can make us miserable. Please help us be content. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the “Weaving Wants” placements and invite the kids to share how they’re asking God to help them be content instead of wanting more and more. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Jar containing 100 or 1000 of any item (beads, pennies, pom poms, etc.) 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Empty soda cans, as many as possible
· Optional plastic cups instead of cans, if you have younger kids
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Bowling for Grapes 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print “Can Faces” Activity Page on paper and cut apart; six sets for each small group.

· Cans or plastic cups from “Opening Activity”
· Two small balls to use as bowling balls
· A variety of grape-flavored candy 
· Tape

2. Jump-Off! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Two jump ropes 
3. Weaving Wants
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print “Weaving Wants Verse Card” Activity Page on colored cardstock and cut apart; one card for each kid.

· Several toy catalogs or toy store flyers 
· Scissors
· Clear tape
· Rulers
· Coloring materials 
· Optional clipboards

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed.
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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