252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 1 
Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Be OK (Be Content/Paul in Prison) • Philippians 4:11b-13
Today’s Bottom Line: God can help you be content.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love and “What I Choose” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Tour de Paul
Application Activity: Creative Contentment
Memory Verse Activity: Poetry in Motion
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Be OK (Be Content/Paul in Prison) • Philippians 4:11b-13
Today’s Bottom Line: God can help you be content.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that being content is a skill that can be learned, no matter how much or how little they have in this physical life. Pray they will realize that God can help them have contented hearts and attitudes, no matter their circumstances. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Offering container and ball or balloon; Optional smartphone or thesaurus

What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to small group with a high five or fist bump.
· Invite kids who brought offerings to put them in the offering container.

· Toss a small ball or balloon around the group.
· As kids catch the ball, instruct them to think of different words for “happy.” 
· glad, pleased, delighted, positive, thrilled, grateful, satisfied, chuffed, elated, merry, joyful, ecstatic, etc. 
· Use a smartphone or thesaurus for help if you’d like! 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Bike Shape” Activity Page; craft or butcher paper; scissors; glue; and various recycled materials
What You Do:
· Set out the length of craft or butcher paper.

· Set out the recycled materials, scissors, and glue. 
· Encourage kids to work together to make a bicycle shape on the paper with the materials—cutting, shaping, and gluing them however they need. 
· If kids have a difficult time, draw a simple blueprint with the “Bike Shape” Activity Page.
What You Say:
“Wow, this doesn’t look like any bike I’ve ever seen before! It’s interesting that we could take stuff no one needed anymore and make this cool art. I wouldn’t have been happy to hang all that trash on my wall, but this reminds me of all the fun we have here! [Transition] Let’s go hear the secret of turning something not-so-great into a way we can discover God’s goodness to us.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Tour de Paul 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Tour de Paul Cards” Activity Page; playground or traffic cones; tape; small dot stickers in two different colors; tricycles or similar; Optional pool noodles, broomsticks, or yardsticks instead of tricycles.
What You Do:
· NOTE: Let older kids help with the set-up of this activity.

· Tape a card from the “Tour de Paul” Activity Page to each cone. (If you’re short on cones, tape a card on the front and back of each cone.) 
· Set the cones in a wavy line to show the “ups and downs” of Paul’s life. 
· Space the cones out as far apart as possible in your area.
· Divide the group into two teams and assign each team a color according to the colors of stickers you have. 
· Line up each team at one end of the cone line. (You may want to keep younger kids first in line because they will ride the shortest distance.)
· Give each team a tricycle or whatever “transportation” you have. 
· Give each team a sheet of dot stickers in their team’s color.
· Instruct the first kid on each team to ride the tricycle to the cones, add a dot to the first picture of Paul’s life, then ride the tricycle back to their team. (They can stop if they need, to put the sticker on, but they can’t leave the tricycle.)
· As soon as the first kid gets back to their team, they jump off and it’s the next kid’s turn.
· As the relay progresses, the kids who are later in the line will have longer and longer rides as they navigate more cones than the previous kids.
· The winning team is the one who gets all of their stickers on the cones first. 
What You Say:
“Paul’s life was like a bike race or a ski slalom—there were so many ups and downs! He had some wonderful things happen in his life. He saw Jesus, and he got to travel and tell all kinds of people about Jesus! Many new churches were started by him or because of him. Those are great things! 
“But not-so-great things happened too—he was in jail; a lot of people were mad at him; he was shipwrecked; he was hurt by friends; and he spent a lot of time alone. Our lives can be like that too—we all have ups and downs. There are times we are happy and times we struggle to find anything good at all about our situations. 
“Paul said that he had a secret: he had learned contentment. He knew how to be okay in any circumstance, and to thank God wherever he was. He learned to focus on what was important. We know that Paul spent a lot of his time praying and talking with God. Do you think that helped him learn contentment? (Invite answers.) How or why would talking to God help when you feel upset or unhappy? (Invite responses.) 
“Paul learned that [Bottom Line] God can help you be content, and we can learn that secret, too! So whenever you face ups and downs in your life, remember to talk to God about all of them. He knows exactly what you’re going through, and He can give you what you need to find contentment.”

*2. Creative Contentment 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Wrapped “gift” for each kid
What You Do:
· Give each kid a gift. Make a fuss over their “presents” from you. 
· Invite kids to open their gifts.

· Ask the kids to give you honest answers on how they feel about their gifts. 
· Some kids will be immediately polite. Some may be outspokenly ungrateful or disappointed. Most will be in between. 
· Encourage the kids to think of ways they could use their gift that could bring happiness to themselves or someone else. 
· Invite kids to share their ideas. They might surprise you! 
· Help younger kids with ideas, if necessary.
What You Say:
“I am so impressed by your creativity! These might not have been the most exciting gifts when you opened them, but you all found ways to be content with them. 
“Has that ever happened in real life? You opened a gift, and it wasn’t what you wanted? Or you expected a prize and didn’t get one? How did that feel? (Invite responses. Kids might talk about being disappointed, or the pressure to stay polite, or even sadness that the gift wasn’t more fun.)
“We all get disappointed in life—not just with gifts, but with people and experiences, too. It can be hard to find contentment in those times. But remember, contentment doesn’t always mean jump-up-and-down happy. 
“Contentment means remembering what is most important: God’s love for us and our love for others. The key to contentment is focusing on God and what is true, like Paul did in our Bible story. He reminded us that [Bottom Line] God can help you be content. You don’t have to put on a fake smile and pretend nothing is ever wrong or you’re not sad, but you can keep trusting that God will never leave you or stop loving you.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it hardest for you to be content? 
· What do we know about God that can help us be content? 
· What are some ways we can learn to be content?
· Can you be content without being super happy? Why or why not?
3. Poetry in Motion 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Poetry in Motion” Activity Pages, Bibles, colored pencils, and fine point pens
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Invite kids to look up the memory verse, Luke 12:15, with the Bible Navigation Tips below. 
· Give each kid a “Poetry in Motion” page.
· Set out the colored pencils and pens.

· Instruct the kids reference the Bibles to write the memory verse in the faint outline of the bicycle. 
· Encourage the kids to use various colors and letter styles. 
· Help younger kids who might need to shorten the verse if their handwriting is large.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Luke in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds Luke, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Luke. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Luke, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 12, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 15 in chapter 12. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“This verse has so much to say to us about being content! Have you ever thought that your life would be better, or even perfect, if you had just that one thing? Like a cool bike or a phone or brand-name sneakers? What if you could stay up later, go to the park by yourself, or have your own room? (Invite discussion.) 
“I’ve felt that way, too. [Make It Personal] (Share a time when you wanted something badly as a child. Did you get it—or not? How did it feel? Did having or not having that thing change your life in any real way?) 
“No matter what we own, what we can do, where we live, or how we look, we will never be content as long as we focus on things and situations on the outside. Contentment comes from our relationship with God. Whenever you feel tempted to measure your happiness by what’s on the outside, talk to God about it, because [Bottom Line] God can help you be content.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Gifts from “Creative Contentment” Activity
What You Do: 
· Invite the kids to form a circle.
· Ask kids to spend a few moments thinking of times they have been discontent.
· Instruct the kids to take their gifts from and silently thank God for them.
· Ask kids to hold up their item.

· Say to them, one by one, “[Kid’s name], God can help you be content with your [item] and anything else you face this week!”
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for all You give us. Thank You for always being with us. Please help us be content and trust in You, no matter what we have or what happens. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, let kids take home their gifts and encourage the adults to ask them how they felt when they received it. Also, be sure to send home the “Poetry in Motion” pages.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Ball or balloon
· Optional: smartphone or thesaurus 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· “Bike Shape” Activity Page printed on paper; one for each small group

· Craft or butcher paper, 4-foot piece
· Scissors
· Glue
· Various recycled materials like boxes, magazines, newspapers, straws, plastic bags, containers, etc. 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Tour de Paul 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Tour de Paul Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group.
· Several playground or traffic cones
· Small dot stickers in two different colors
· Two tricycles, toddler bikes, balance bikes, or scooters
· Tape
· Optional: If you can’t find two bicycle-like objects, kids can “ride” a pool noodle, broomstick, or yardstick
*2. Creative Contentment
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Gift or treat bags
· Wrapping paper
· Tape
· Small “gift” for each kid that’s not very exciting: small bottle of water, plastic cutlery, hand sanitizer, plain yellow pencil, paperclips, pack of tissues, new kitchen sponge, etc. 
· Wrap a gift or put in gift bags for each kid in your small group. 
3. Poetry in Motion 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print “Poetry in Motion” Activity Page on paper; one for each kid.

· Bibles 
· Colored pencils
· Fine point pens in various colors
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Gifts from “Creative Contentment” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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