252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 4

Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Friends Are For (Giving Freely to the Lord’s People) •
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Today’s Bottom Line: You can always use what you have to help someone else.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.’” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Live Your Love” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Special Delivery
Application Activity: Upcycle Cycle
Memory Verse Activity: Wheels in Wheels
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: That’s What Friends Are For (Giving Freely to the Lord’s People) •
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Today’s Bottom Line: You can always use what you have to help someone else.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, wearing a bike helmet and rolling in the same bike from previous weeks.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hey, everyone! Welcome back to [your environment’s name].
Take off the helmet.

“I sure have loved spending so much time with my old bike. (Point to the bike.) You’d think all this time with this old thing would have me wishing for something new . . . but it’s all good, because I’ve been learning how to be content! That’s what we’ve talked about this month: contentment.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Contentment is learning to be okay with what you have.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“I’ve been rolling with what I’ve got, and making the most of what I already have. And you know what? I’ve discovered that almost everything I have is pretty awesome. And I can even use it in some unexpected ways. Take, for example, this helmet. (Hold up the helmet.) Sure, it protects my noggin when I’m out on the road. But I also realized I can use it for a super-fun game!
Bring out the two plastic bins full of water balloons. Set up the tarp(s) if you haven’t already.
Note: If at all possible, this is a great game to play outside. But even if you’re playing inside, the tarps should contain the water fairly well. The leader should stand in a kiddie pool (on top of the tarp) that can catch most of the excess.
“You see, inside each of these bins, I’ve got some water balloons. I’ll divide you into two teams: the [color] team, and the [color] team. (Hold up a balloon from each bin.) When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll stand behind the line and take turns GENTLY tossing the water balloons at my helmet and trying to pop them on my head. If the balloon bursts on my helmet, your team gets a point. But if it bursts while hitting the ground or any spot other than my helmet, you DON’T get the point. Got it?

Divide the kids into two teams, and give each team a plastic bin full of water balloons.
“Remember, you need to take turns throwing the balloons. Everybody on each team needs to get a turn, but we’ll rotate between teams.
Stand in the kiddie pool and put on the poncho.

“[Color] team, you’re up first!

Make sure the teams take turns and go slowly enough that you can easily keep track of points. Also, make sure that each kid on each team gets a chance to throw a balloon. If a balloon falls but doesn’t burst, have an adult volunteer pick it up. (To keep things fair, that balloon is out and should not be thrown again.) After the kids have thrown all the balloons, announce the winning team.

To clean up, fold or wrap the tarp(s), taking care not to spill the water. Place them to the side (or someone can take them outside and dump the excess water). Move the kiddie pool to the side of the room where it won’t be a distraction. Remove the poncho and helmet so you can get ready for Worship.

“That was pretty fun! Who knew you could get so many uses out of bikes and their accessories as we have this month? We’re upcycling pros! Now everyone back on your feet, because it’s time for us to sing some songs to God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “God has given us everything we need. Most importantly, He has given us His amazing love! His love is limitless, which means we can share it with others and we’ll still never run out. Let’s sing and tell God that we’ll show His love every day.
AUDIO: “Live Your Love” / track 4 from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
“It’s true—we can choose to share God’s love everywhere we go! As we read in 1 John 4:7 (NIrV), ‘Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves has become a child of God and knows God.’ When we put our trust in God, we’ll be truly content. That’s what makes us want to make a move and share His love. Let’s sing this together.
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
“I love worshipping God with all of you! You can have a seat.”

BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “All month long, we’ve been talking about contentment. We’ve seen how contentment starts with our relationship with God. When we think about how much God loves us, and we remember that God is always with us, then that will help us be thankful for what we have. It will also help us pay attention so we can see all the ways God is working in our lives.
“Here’s the thing. If you can learn to be content, you’ll be a lot happier. But contentment isn’t just about making YOUR life better. There’s something else that being content will lead us to do.”
WHAT OTHERS NEED
LEADER: “The apostle Paul wrote a letter that we have in the Bible as the book of 2 Corinthians. (Hold up Bible.) In this letter, Paul told the people in Corinth about a group of churches in Macedonia. The Macedonians were very poor, and they were having a tough time. But still, they were so content that they helped others by giving their money generously. Listen to how Paul describes it.

Open the Bible to 2 Corinthians 8:1-3 (NIrV) and read.

“Brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given to the churches in Macedonia. They have suffered a great deal. But in their suffering, their joy was more than full. Even though they were very poor, they gave very freely. I tell you that they gave as much as they could. In fact, they gave even more than they could. Completely on their own, they begged us for the chance to share in serving the Lord’s people in that way.

“Wow. That’s amazing, isn’t it? Even though the people in Macedonia were poor, they gave as much as they could. They gave money to help other Jesus-followers who lived in Jerusalem. Instead of focusing on what they DIDN’T have, they gave from the little they DID have . . . and they did it with joy!
“The Macedonian believers shared their money and things with others because those were the needs they saw around them. What are some of the needs you see around you?”
Move behind the table. Flip the first bike helmet over so it’s like a bowl. As the kids suggest answers, write down key phrases on the slips of paper and add them to the helmet. Look for ideas like: needing help with homework, having a bad day, hungry, lonely, new in town, sick parent, broken arm/leg, etc.

WHAT WE HAVE
LEADER: “Those are all very true and real needs. It can feel overwhelming when we think about how much pain and suffering there is in the world. (Hold up the bike helmet full of ideas.)
“Sometimes, we get caught up in what we DON’T have or what we CAN’T do. I think that’s especially true when you’re young. You look at people older than you and feel like you have so much less: less money, fewer things, fewer abilities, and just less experience in life.
“But the truth is, there are many things you DO have. On top of that, there are so many things you CAN do. What are some things that each of us has that we can use to help others?
Flip over the other bike helmet. Begin to write down key words from what the kids say and add them to the helmet. Look for ideas that require time (tutoring, volunteering, hanging out, just offering your time to help in some way), different talents (writing, telling jokes, baking, drawing, playing sports, music), and creativity or problem-solving (lemonade stand/bake sale, doing extra chores to earn money, raising money on social media with a parent’s help).
“Great job. God has given us a lot of different gifts, talents, and abilities!”
using what we have
LEADER: “We know that if we’re content ourselves, that will make us want to share God’s love with others. The question is, how can we use what we have (hold up the second helmet) to help meet the needs of other people (hold up the first helmet)? Well, it just takes a little creativity!
“Let’s see.
Dump out the contents of both helmets on the table but keep the piles separate. Scan the pieces of paper quickly to find a few needs and ways to help that will logically match up. Look for pairings like: needing help with homework / tutoring . . . sick parent / using your time to help with extra chores . . . people who are hungry / raising money with a parent’s help, etc.
Note: You may want to have a couple of these pairings pre-planned to begin with, so you can suggest the ideas at each step and then match them up here.
Go through a few examples as described below.
(Referencing the pieces of paper that you’ve chosen) “Maybe your neighbor’s little brother is having some trouble with his math homework. You could offer to help tutor him after school, since you already know how to do those kinds of problems.

“What if your mom or dad or grandma is feeling sick? You could use some of your time and offer to do some extra chores around the house.
“Or maybe you’ve heard that there are some people living in our city who don’t have enough food to eat. You could talk with your parent about posting on social media and asking for people to donate money . . . or give food that you can take to a food pantry. Maybe you could even ask some other people to help, too!
Move in front of the table as you wrap up.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Those were GREAT examples of how we can use what we have to help others. Just like the people in Macedonia, we really can use our gifts, talents, and creativity to help other people. If we’re too focused on what we DON’T have, we’ll miss out. We’ll miss the chance to use what God has given us. But if we’re content because of our relationship with God, we can joyfully give and serve!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can always use what you have to help someone else.
“Let’s ask God to help us do that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, there are so many ways we can help others! You’ve given us all that we need to help—with our talents, time, and ability to think of solutions to different problems. Help us be content and remember the love You’ve given us. And please show us how we can use what we have to help others. Let us see the needs of the people around us and give us wisdom to know how we can lend a hand. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “The people in the Macedonian churches didn’t have a lot; but they were okay with that! They were content. That’s what made them want to share what they had with others.

“You see, when you learn to be content, it makes you really see all the good things you have. You learn to be thankful for what you’ve been given. And the more thankful you are, the more likely you’ll want to share what you have with someone else.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can always use what you have to help someone else. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You can always use what you have to help someone else.”
LEADER: “We all have something we can give. You might have money or stuff. You might be super-creative. You might have lots of strength and energy so you can help around the house with chores. You might have a talent that makes people happy and cheers them up when they feel down. Or maybe you have time to spend with people who don’t want to be alone. God has given you those things so you can use them to help others!
“You’ll truly start to see what you have to give when you learn how to be content. With God’s help, you’ll be able to look around, see the needs around you, then [Basic Truth] treat others the way you want to be treated.
“Remember, Paul wrote that he had found the secret of being content. He wrote . . . 
Open the Bible to Philippians 4:13 (NIrV) and read.
“I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength.
“When you put your trust in Jesus, He can give you that strength, too! You can find true contentment in your relationship with Him.
“For just a moment, I want us to stop and think silently. Think about something that God has given you that you can use to help others. Let’s be still and think about it. (Long pause.) Hopefully, you thought of at least one thing that you can use to help others. If you still struggle with that, you’ll have a chance to talk about it with your Small Group Leader.
If your church is partnering with Orange and Compassion International in supporting The Giving Tree, we suggest using the time before dismissal to promote the initiative to your kids. (Please see the “Getting Ready” section for more information about this partnership.) Consider showing one of the available promo videos here to get your kids excited about providing life-changing gifts for critically vulnerable kids and families all around the world. From now through the end of December, share how much money you’ve raised and how that money can help.
Optional Video: Promo for The Giving Tree
“It’s time to head to Small Group, so everyone, up on your feet. Let’s talk about how we can use what we have to help others!”

Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult-sized bike (from previous weeks)

· Bike helmet (for the Leader)
· Poncho (for the Leader)
· Heavy-duty tarp(s) to cover the floor
· Kiddie pool
· Two plastic bins filled with an even number of water balloons in two different colors with one color in each bin (you’ll need at least one balloon for each kid, plus a couple of extras just in case)
· Masking tape
· Bible marked at Philippians 4:13
· Promo video for The Giving Tree (optional; see “What You Do”)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Note: If you’re in a warm climate and you have the ability to move this game outside, all the better. Your second-best bet is to have the Leader stand in a kiddie pool so the water is mostly contained, with heavy-duty tarp(s) under the pool as well.
· Choose two colors of water balloons and pre-fill them, dividing the balloons by color into the two different bins. Aim for one balloon for each kid, based on your usual numbers, plus a couple of extras in case any pop before you start.

· Tape two lines that the kids should stand behind while they throw the water balloons.
· This Christmas, we invite you to join with Orange and Compassion International through The Giving Tree: a partnership to provide life-changing gifts for critically vulnerable kids and families all around the world. These “12 ornaments of Christmas,” which you can display on a Christmas tree (or trees) in your environment, feature items ranging from $10 to put a Bible in the hands of a child, to $60 for water wells, and many more. Each ornament features a text-to-give option for the individual who chooses the ornament. However, funds may also be collected by the church to send to Compassion. All funds raised through the Giving Tree project will purchase items from Compassion International’s Gift Catalog or go directly to Compassion International’s Unsponsored Children Fund. You can download all project materials with your curriculum download, including promotional resources for leaders, families, and kids. Please visit www.compassion.com/orange if you have any further questions about the project. Plan to promote this initiative and collect money each Sunday through December 26.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Live Your Love” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Two bike helmets (one can be the same helmet you used in the Opener)
· Several slips of paper or index cards
· Pen or marker
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Place the slips of paper or index cards and the marker or pen on the table, along with the two bike helmets. Place the table on the stage, but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.
· For the needs and ways to help, you might want to put a few pre-planned matches in the bike helmets ahead of time, in addition to those the kids come up with in the moment. That way you can have some easy matches to work with as you combine ideas from the two piles.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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