252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 2

Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: I Want It That Way (King Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard) • 
1 Kings 21:1-19, 27
Today’s Bottom Line: Wanting more and more can make you miserable.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“What I Choose” from Make a Move and “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Bowling for Grapes
Application Activity: Jump-Off!
Memory Verse Activity: Weaving Wants
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: I Want It That Way (King Ahab and Naboth’s Vineyard) • 
1 Kings 21:1-19, 27
Today’s Bottom Line: Wanting more and more can make you miserable.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, wearing a bike helmet, rolling in the same bike from last week.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hey, there! I’m thrilled to see all of you here today. Like, I couldn’t ask for anything more! That’s a good thing, since we’re talking about contentment.

SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Contentment is learning to be okay with what you have.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“Whenever I think about contentment, I think about this ol’ gal. (Point to the bike.) I’m sure some people would have given her an upgrade a long time ago, but I’ve learned the beauty of an ‘upcycle’ instead. I take good care of her and even give her extra bells and whistles sometimes, like this. (Honk the bike horn.) Nice, right?

Take the bike horn off the bike and pick up the other bike horn.

“I brought a couple of these awesome horns today, and I thought we’d put them to use in a different way. You know, roll with what we’ve got.
Dump the balloons from the bin onto the floor.

“Let’s see if we can get these balloons across the floor using only these bike horns. Check it out. 
Demonstrate using the bike horn to move the balloon (using the force of the air).

“We’ll divide into two teams. Half of your team will be on this side of the room (point), and the other half over there. Each team will get a balloon. The first person will use the bike horn to push your balloon to your teammate on the other side, who will then push it back to this side. Then the next kid in line will push it back over there—and so on and so on, until your whole team finishes. Make sense?
Divide the kids into two even teams. Have half of each team stand behind one tape line and the other half stand behind the other tape line. Give one side the balloon and bike horn. If one team is short a kid, assign someone to go twice. (Or you can play yourself.)
NOTE: If you have fewer than ten kids and want to borrow a bunch of bike horns, you could do this as an all-play race where all of the kids race at the same time. 

“On your mark, get set, GO!

Cheer for the kids as they compete. Watch to make sure they use the bike horn air to move the balloon and not touch the balloon with their hands. If a balloon pops, use a backup. The first team to get through all of their players wins; but let both teams finish so everyone gets a chance to play.
“Wow, that was . . . loud. But so fun! You all really made the most of what you had and got those balloons moving. Way to go! Let’s keep the fun going. Everyone on your feet for worship!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing, let’s check out this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“It’s really easy to get caught up in all the things we want. Our memory verse this month is something Jesus said, which we can find in Luke 12:15.

SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.’ (Luke 12:15, NIrV)

“The truth is, God is everything we need. We can be content because of our relationship with Him. [Basic Truth] We can trust Him no matter what! Let’s sing this song and thank Him now.
AUDIO: “What I Choose” / track 8 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “What I Choose” Dance Moves Music Video
“The very best thing we have in life is FREE! God’s love doesn’t cost us a thing. And it means even more when we give it away to other people. Let’s sing about God’s amazing kindness and love!
AUDIO: “Give a Little Kindness” / track 8 from This Love
“Great job, everyone! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Today, we’re looking at a story from the Old Testament (hold up Bible) that actually shows us how NOT to be content. Maybe it’ll help us see how we can do things differently and choose to be okay with what we have!
“Our story is about a king named Ahab.
Pull out the king’s crown and place it on the table.

After King David and King Solomon, many kings ruled over God’s people, the Israelites. Some of these kings listened to God, but most of them did not. King Ahab was worse than any king before him. Ahab thought only of himself. He did exactly as he wanted. No one ever said no to Ahab—including his wife, Queen Jezebel.”
Pull out the queen’s crown and place it on the table.
THE LAND
LEADER: “King Ahab was certain he had everything he could ever want—that is, until he took a trip into the neighboring town of Jezreel and saw a beautiful vineyard.
Pull out the bunch of grapes and set it on the table.

“King Ahab could see the green, leafy vines and heavy bunches of grapes. With such fantastic fruit, he figured the soil must be excellent for growing all kinds of vegetables. Ahab wanted the land for himself. The problem was, the vineyard was owned by a man named Naboth. 
Pull out the farmer’s hat and set it next to the grapes on the table.
“Ahab figured Naboth would be happy to sell him the land. Ahab was the king, after all. He told Naboth . . . 
Open the Bible to 1 Kings 21:2 (NIrV) and read.

“Let me have your vineyard. It’s close to my palace. I want to use it for a vegetable garden. I’ll trade you a better vineyard for it. Or, if you prefer, I’ll pay you what it’s worth.

“So, yes, King Ahab told Naboth he wanted to buy or trade for the land and turn it into a vegetable garden.

Pull out the squash (or other large vegetable) and set it in front of the grapes on the table. 

“But get this—Naboth said, ‘No.’ 

Put the squash back into the prop box.
“He wanted to keep the land, because his family had handed it down to him and he wanted to pass it along to HIS kids, too.”
THE PLAN

LEADER: “As you might imagine, King Ahab was enraged!
Hold up the king’s crown.

“No one said no to the king! When Ahab returned to the palace, he threw himself down on his bed and refused to eat anything.
Pull out the pillow and set it on the table. Put the king’s crown on top of the pillow.
“Jezebel came in . . .

Hold up the queen’s crown.

“. . . and she asked Ahab why he was in such a bad mood. Ahab told her that Naboth had refused to sell his vineyard. Jezebel was a bit annoyed with Ahab and the way he was acting. She told him . . . 
Open the Bible to 1 Kings 21:7 (NIrV) and read.

“Is this how the king of Israel acts? Get up! Eat something! Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth from Jezreel.

“Jezebel wrote letters to the leaders in Naboth’s town. She gave them very specific instructions.

Place the three letters (scrolls) in the middle of the queen’s crown. Then pick them up and open them up, one by one, to read.
(reading from the first scroll) “Announce a day when people are supposed to go without eating. Have Naboth sit in an important place among the people. (1 Kings 21:9, NIrV)
(reading from the second scroll) “But put two worthless and evil men in seats across from him. Have them bring charges that he has cursed God and the king. (1 Kings 21:10, NIrV)
(reading from the third scroll) “Then take him out of the city. Kill him by throwing stones at him. (1 Kings 21:10, NIrV)
“Umm, yikes. And it gets worse, because the leaders of Naboth’s town actually followed Jezebel’s instructions. And Naboth died.”
Put the farmer’s hat back into the prop box.
THE WORD

LEADER: “Queen Jezebel was delighted by this terrible news.
Hold up the queen’s crown.

“She immediately went to find King Ahab. She told him to get up and take over Naboth’s vineyard, because Naboth was dead. So King Ahab did just that. 
Put the grapes into the prop box and put the king’s crown where they had been.
“But before Ahab could start planting his vegetable garden, God sent a message to someone else: the prophet Elijah.

Volunteer helper throws the paper airplane to the Leader.
“It wasn’t a paper airplane . . . but you get the idea. God told Elijah . . . 
Open the paper and read it.

(reading from the piece of paper) “Go down to see Ahab. He rules in Samaria. You will find him in Naboth’s vineyard. Ahab has gone there to take it over. Tell him, ‘The Lord says, “Haven’t you murdered a man? Haven’t you taken over his property?”’ (1 Kings 21:18-19, NIrV)
“Elijah had faced Ahab before, and he knew that the king wouldn’t be very happy to see him. But he obeyed the word from God. He traveled to Jezreel and found Ahab in the vineyard. He delivered the message just as God had commanded. He told Ahab that what he had done was wrong.
“For once, Ahab listened to a message from God. He tore his clothes, which was a sign of great sorrow for what he had done. He put on the rough clothing people wore to show sadness.”
Pull out the piece of burlap, then use it to cover the king’s crown.

Walk in front of the table to wrap up the story.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “King Ahab and Queen Jezebel had made themselves miserable by taking more and more. They couldn’t just be content with what they had. And in the end, both of them paid for it. It just goes to show . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Wanting more and more can make you miserable.
“Let’s ask God to help us learn from the story of King Ahab and Jezebel.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, it’s hard to hear the story of Ahab and Jezebel and how they killed Naboth and took his vineyard. But we can clearly see how wanting more and more can make us miserable. Help us remember that when we have trouble feeling content with what we have. You’ve already given us so much! You love us, and You’re always with us—and nothing can ever take that away. Help us be grateful instead of wanting more and more. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “King Ahab REALLY wanted Naboth’s vineyard. Like—really, REALLY wanted it. He wanted it badly enough that it made him miserable. He was willing to do anything it took to get what he wanted—even though it meant letting Naboth be killed. And things did NOT go well for Ahab and Jezebel in the end.
“It’s okay to want things. But when you want more and more and more, it can make you feel miserable—like it did for Ahab.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Wanting more and more can make you miserable. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Wanting more and more can make you miserable.”
LEADER: “We should find contentment in our relationship with God, not with things. Let’s look again at what Jesus said in our memory verse, Luke 12:15.
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.’ (Luke 12:15, NIrV)

“Jesus knew there is so much more to this life than the stuff we have. God has given us lots of important relationships—with Him, with our families, and with our friends. The memories and the experiences we have in these relationships are the things that will last.
“Instead of wanting more and more, think about what you DO have. One way you can do that is to make a gratitude list. You could make it in a journal, or start a family list on your fridge that everyone can add to. That way you can focus on being thankful and content.
“I know one thing that’s on MY gratitude list, and it’s our Small Group time! Let’s head over there and see what other creative ways we can come up with to be content.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult-sized bike (the same one from Week 1)
· Bike helmet (for the Leader)

· Two classic bike horns—one of which should be attached to the bike, but easy to remove
· Masking tape

· Plastic bin filled with several balloons (inflated with air, not helium)

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Inflate the balloons with air. If you’re doing the team competition, you only need two for the race, but definitely have a few backups in case they pop. If you have everyone race at one time, you need one balloon per kid, plus a few extras. Place the balloons in the plastic bin.
· Tape four lines on the floor, two on each side of the room.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “What I Choose” from Make a Move
· “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “What I Choose” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. 

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Volunteer helper (to throw the paper airplane; see “What You Do”)
· Bible
· Table
· Prop box containing:
· King’s crown
· Queen’s crown

· Bunch of grapes (real or artificial)
· Farmer’s hat (like a straw hat or trucker’s cap)
· Squash or other large vegetable (real or artificial)

· “Jezebel’s Letters” printed from the LG Assets PDF and rolled into three scrolls that are labeled #1-3 (see “What You Do”)
· “God’s Message to Elijah” printed from the LG Assets PDF and folded into a paper airplane (see “What You Do”)
· Large piece of burlap

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Jezebel’s Letters (printable)

· God’s Message to Elijah (printable)

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Print “Jezebel’s Letters” and roll them into scrolls. Place these three scrolls in the prop box and label them #1-3 (on the outside) so you can open them in order.

· Print “God’s Message to Elijah” and fold it into a paper airplane. Give the paper airplane to an adult volunteer off stage who can throw it to you at the proper time. (Show them where in the story they should do so—i.e. when you first mention Elijah.)
· Place the table on the stage, but out of the way for the Opener and Worship. Have the prop box close by.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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