252 Kids


November 2021 • Week 1

Upcycle: Roll with what you’ve got


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Be OK (Be Content/Paul in Prison) • Philippians 4:11b-13
Today’s Bottom Line: God can help you be content.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love and “What I Choose” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Tour de Paul
Application Activity: Creative Contentment
Memory Verse Activity: Poetry in Motion
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Be OK (Be Content/Paul in Prison) • Philippians 4:11b-13
Today’s Bottom Line: God can help you be content.

Monthly Memory Verse: Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.” Luke 12:15 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Contentment—Learning to be okay with what you have 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, walking a bike and wearing a bike helmet.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! Welcome to [your environment’s name]! I just rode in to hang with all of you. Those are two of my favorite things to do: ride my bike and spend time with you!
“This bike has seen a lot of miles, and some people would think about turning it in—you know, upgrading to get a new one. But I’m a big believer in rolling with what I’ve got. That’s actually what we’re talking about this month. It’s called ‘contentment.’
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Contentment is learning to be okay with what you have.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“I can take an old bike like this and make it work. I can grease the brakes . . . refill the tires . . . and even add bling and new safety features like these cool reflector stickers I found!

Hold up a couple of the reflectors or point them out on the bike if you added them.
“I ordered some for my bike and ended up with a lot of leftovers, so I’ve hidden them around the room. You will divide into teams, and we’ll dim the lights. Each of you will get a flashlight. When you find a reflector in your team’s color, you’ll bring it to me. There are [number] reflectors hidden for each team. The first team to find all of their team’s reflectors, wins!

Divide the kids into two teams, and assign a color to each team. Hand out the flashlights.
Note: If you don’t have two different colors, you can make this a race against the clock instead (i.e. which team can find the most reflectors in 60 seconds).
“Any questions? Okay, let’s play!
LIGHTS: Dim or off

AUDIO: Fun music
Stand at the front of the room, and gather the reflectors into two piles as the kids bring them to you. Keep track of the numbers, and as soon as one team has found all of their reflectors, call the winner. Bring up the lights and turn down the music. Collect the flashlights.

LIGHTS: Normal

“Nice job, everyone! Now I can use these to bling out everything I have! Might as well, since I’m learning to roll with what I’ve got. You can stay on your feet, because we’re about to worship God and thank Him for everything He’s given us!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “It’s not always easy to be okay with what you have. But one sure way to find contentment is to learn to trust Jesus. When you trust Him, that means you know that He’s taking care of you and that He’s always by your side. Let’s sing this song that reminds us that Jesus is leading us through every moment of every day!
AUDIO: “Jesus I Will Trust You” / track 2 from This Love
“Before we keep worshipping together, let’s check out this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“Paul once wrote to the Philippians: My God will meet all your needs. (Philippians 4:19, NIrV) That’s true for us, too. God always takes care of us. Let’s sing this new song together and tell God that we will choose to depend on Him!
AUDIO: “What I Choose” / track 8 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “What I Choose” Dance Moves Music Video
“I love it when we sing and thank God for all the ways He takes care of us! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “We live in a world where it’s easy to communicate. (Hold up your phone.) In two seconds, I could send a text to a friend, or start a video call with my cousin who lives in another country.

“But when the apostle Paul was starting brand-new churches, of course, he didn’t have a phone. It wasn’t this easy (hold up phone) for him keep in touch with the new believers in all the different places he had traveled. He had to write each letter by hand. (Pretend to write in the air.) Then the letter had to be hand-delivered. Travel was often difficult and dangerous. Letters could take weeks or months to arrive.

“So any time Paul wrote a letter, he chose the most important things to say. Every word mattered. When Paul wrote to the believers in Philippi, he chose to share what he had discovered about contentment.
“Here’s what Paul wrote.

Open the Bible to Philippians 4:11-13 (NIrV) and read.

“I have learned to be content no matter what happens to me. I know what it’s like not to have what I need. I also know what it’s like to have more than I need. I have learned the secret of being content no matter what happens. I am content whether I am well fed or hungry. I am content whether I have more than enough or not enough. I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength.

“Paul wanted the Philippians to understand that God can help us be okay in ANY situation, no matter what we might face.”
PAUL’S CHANGES
LEADER: “It’s amazing that Paul said all this about contentment, because the truth is, he didn’t exactly have an easy life. I mean, maybe things SEEMED to go that way, back when Paul was a respected, powerful religious leader.
SLIDE: Bible story image #1 (Paul as a religious leader)

“But something was missing. At the time, Paul didn’t yet believe that Jesus was God’s Son. He actually tried to put a stop to the new movement of Jesus-followers. But then everything changed when Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus.
SLIDE: Bible story image #2 (Paul meeting Jesus)

“Jesus appeared to Paul in a blinding flash of light. Suddenly, Paul knew the truth! He believed that Jesus really IS the Son of God and the Savior who God had promised.

SLIDE: Bible story image #3 (Paul telling others about Jesus)

“Now, Paul had an exciting new purpose for his life. He began to tell other people about Jesus, and he helped start new churches in lots of different places.”
PAUL’S STRUGGLES

LEADER: “Unfortunately, that didn’t mean things would be smooth and easy for Paul.

SLIDE: Bible story image #4 (angry leaders)

“Paul’s new beliefs upset both the Jewish leaders, who had been his friends, and local government leaders where Paul traveled, too. They were afraid Paul would cause trouble.
“And it wasn’t just his friend situation that challenged Paul. In the Bible (hold up Bible), we can read some of the crazy situations he faced throughout his travels.

SLIDE: Bible story image #5 (Paul writing a letter)

“Paul wrote down some of the things that had happened to him along the way, as we can read in one of his letters to the Corinthians.
Walk to the clothesline with the printouts of images #6-20.

“Paul wrote . . . 
SLIDE: Bible story image #6 (prison bars)

Open the Bible to 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (NIrV) and read. 

Stand next to the printed image #6 on the clothesline to match what’s on the screen.

I have been in prison. 
Turn over image #6 on the clothesline to reveal the first part of Philippians 4:11-13, “I have learned to be content.”
SLIDE: Bible story image #7 (Paul against the wall)

Stand next to the printed image #7 on the clothesline.

I have suffered terrible beatings. Again and again I almost died.

Turn over image #7 on the clothesline.
Continue this process in the same way for the remainder of the story. For each image, stand next to the printout on the clothesline while the image appears on screen. Then turn the printed image over to reveal another part of Philippians 4:11-13.
As you continue to turn over the images on the clothesline, you’ll reveal more and more of Philippians 4:11-13, phrase by phrase, ending with image #20.
SLIDE: Bible story image #8 (shipwreck)

“Three times I was shipwrecked. I spent a night and a day in the open sea.

Turn over image #8 on the clothesline.

“I have had to keep on the move. I have been in danger from rivers. I have been in danger from robbers. I have been in danger from my fellow Jews and in danger from Gentiles.

SLIDE: Bible story image #9 (ancient cityscape)

“I have been in danger in the city . . .

Turn over image #9 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #10 (country landscape)

“. . . in the country . . .

Turn over image #10 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #11 (sea)

“. . . and at sea.
Turn over image #11 on the clothesline.

“I have been in danger from people who pretended they were believers. I have worked very hard.
SLIDE: Bible story image #12 (wide-eyed Paul)

“Often I have gone without sleep.

Turn over image #12 on the clothesline.

“I have been hungry and thirsty.

“Paul truly understood what it was like to face difficult situations of every kind. In fact, when he wrote his words to the Philippians about contentment . . .

SLIDE: Bible story image #13 (Paul under house arrest)

“. . . Paul was under arrest and couldn’t leave the house!”
Turn over image #13 on the clothesline.

YOUR STORY
LEADER: “Now clearly, your story looks different from Paul’s. But I imagine if we asked each person in this room, we’d find all sorts of challenging things that we’ve faced.

SLIDE: Bible story image #14 (Kid with suitcase)

“Maybe your parents are separated or divorced, and you’ve had to live one place during the week and another place on the weekend.

Turn over image #14 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #15 (Device with broken screen)

“Maybe you’ve seen your friends get new devices. Meanwhile, you’ve still got your sister’s hand-me-down tablet with a broken screen.

Turn over image #15 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #16 (Kid with a broken arm)

“Maybe you broke your arm and had to miss your baseball season.
Turn over image #16 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #17 (Summer camp)

“Maybe you had to miss out on summer camp because your mom lost her job.

Turn over image #17 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #18 (Kid alone at the lunch table)

“Maybe you’ve had to sit alone at the lunch table.

Turn over image #18 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #19 (Moving truck)

“Maybe you had to move in the middle of the school year.

Turn over image #19 on the clothesline.

SLIDE: Bible story image #20 (Frowning kid)

“Maybe nothing happened that was even that big of a deal, but it was just a bunch of small things that made for a really bad day.
Turn over image #20 on the clothesline.

“The question is, when things aren’t going your way. . . when you don’t have what you wish you had . . . how can you still be content?”
SLIDE: Theme Background
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “The secret of contentment is what Paul wrote in his letter. Do you remember?

Read the passage from the sheets of paper on the clothesline.

“I have learned to be content no matter what happens to me. I know what it’s like not to have what I need. I also know what it’s like to have more than I need. I have learned the secret of being content no matter what happens. I am content whether I am well fed or hungry. I am content whether I have more than enough or not enough. I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength. (Philippians 4:11-13, NIrV)

“Look at that last part: I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength.

“You can find true contentment in your relationship with God. God knows your story. He knows what you have, and what you don’t have. But no matter what happens, God loves you! He gave His Son, Jesus, so that you could have a relationship with Him that will last forever.
“God is ALWAYS working things for good! He’s provided everything you need to choose contentment. It comes down to this simple truth.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God can help you be content.
“Let’s pray and thank God for being so good to us.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for all that You’ve given us. Thank You for loving us! Sometimes it’s tough for us to feel content—especially when things are tough or we want things that someone else has. But we know that what Paul wrote is true: we can always find our strength in You. We can find contentment when we remember how You sent Jesus to be our Savior. Help us choose to be content and learn to be okay with what we have. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “We talked about a lot of tough things we might go through in life. Paul sure knew what that was like. Think of all the crazy things that happened to him as he traveled around to tell people about Jesus!
“But Paul said he knew the secret that helped him be content through it all.

Point to the last two sheets on the clothesline.

“I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength. (Philippians 4:13, NIrV)

“At the end of the day, your relationship with God is your TRUE source of contentment.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God can help you be content. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God can help you be content.”
LEADER: “When you put your trust in Jesus, you can rely on Him and the Holy Spirit to give you strength when you’re not content about something. You can choose to be content when you choose to [Basic Truth] trust God no matter what. 
“So when something doesn’t go the way you expect, talk to God about it. Ask Him to help you see your situation in a new way.
Pick up one of the flashlights from the game and turn it on.

“Let’s head over to Small Group and chat some more about how we can be content, no matter what!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult-sized bike (ideally, an older bike that looks like it’s been through a lot, maybe even splattered with mud or dirt; you’ll use this all month)

· Bike helmet (for the Leader)

· Lots of reflectors, ideally in two colors (such as this: https://amzn.to/3tO91ic) 

· Small flashlights (one for each kid)
· Bible
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun music to use during the game
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Hide the reflectors around the room. If you have sticker versions, test them on surfaces first. You may want to use rolls of masking tape instead, to prevent ruining surfaces.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love
· “What I Choose” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “What I Choose” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Leader’s phone
· Bible Story Images #6-20, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF
· Clothesline, with enough room to hang 15 letter-size images (landscape)
· Clothespins
· Marker
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Bible Story Images (slides for #1-20, and printed pages for #6-20)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Images #1-5 will be on screen only. Images #6-20 will be on screen as well as printed and hung on the clothesline.
· Print images #6-20 on cardstock. Then use the marker to write one phrase of the Philippians 4:11-13 Scripture passage on the back of each sheet. (You may want to write the phrases on separate sheets then tape them front-to-back to avoid the ink bleeding through.) You can divide up the passage like below (Note: this is the NIrV version so NIV would be slightly different):
I have learned to be content

no matter what happens to me.

I know what it’s like not 

to have what I need. 

I also know what it’s like 

to have more than I need. 

I have learned the secret 

of being content 

no matter what happens. 

I am content whether

I am well fed or hungry. 

I am content whether I have more 

than enough or not enough.

I can do all this by the power of Christ. 

He gives me strength.

· Set up a clothesline where you can hang the printed Bible story images (#6-20). Hang up the printed images, in order, from left to right. During the story, you’ll flip the images around so that the Philippians 4:11-13 passage becomes visible.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday

Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: Upcycle Tape

Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun

1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.

2. A device that is very useful for a particular job


Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

Get crafty with this colorful tape! Kids can use it to decorate their bike, their notebook, or anything else that could use a little “upcycling.” As they work their way through the roll, it’ll help them remember to be content and “roll” with what they’ve got. The memory verse cue will remind them of Jesus’ words in Luke 12:15: life is not made up of how much a person has.
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