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October 2021 • Week 5
Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2021, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Let’s Work Together (One Body but Many Parts) • 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Today’s Bottom Line: We can use our gifts together to make a greater difference.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Gloriously Free” from Make a Move and “You Are Faithful” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Candy Orchestra 
Application Activity: Sprinkles Spot 
Memory Verse Activity: Name Game 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Let’s Work Together (One Body but Many Parts) • 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Today’s Bottom Line: We can use our gifts together to make a greater difference.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few minutes to pray for them. Ask God to show kids some ways they can use their gifts in conjunction with others. Pray that kids would understand that they can make a much greater impact when they combine their strengths with the gifts of others. Thank God for giving you an opportunity to do that every time you serve alongside other leaders and volunteers!

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container, LEGO®® bricks or candy bricks
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to small group as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Give each kid a single LEGO®® brick or candy brick. 
· Ask:

· What can you do with a single LEGO®?
· What could you do with two?
· What if we combined all of our bricks? 
· Let kids play with the combined bricks to make something awesome together. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared fun-size candy in a bowl 
What You Do:
· Line kids up on one side of the small group space.

· Place the bowl filled with candy on the other side of the small group space. 
· Instruct the first kid to run to the bowl, grab a candy bar, return to their team, and show the group what’s written on the card taped to the candy. 
· Direct the next kid to run to the bowl and find the candy that has a card on the back that goes with the card on the back of the first candy. 
· Continue playing until all cards on the candy bars have been matched into pairs.
· Instruct the kids to put all of the candy back in the bowl.

· Let them play again, but this time, let kids choose a candy bar AND look for the matching card during their turn. 
· When all the pairs have been matched, ask the kids to set the candy aside until after group time. 
What You Say:
“Some things just go better together! [Transition] Let’s go hear about the best ‘together’ we can be!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Candy Orchestra 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Music player and upbeat worship song, variety of candy “instruments,” hand sanitizer or sink
What You Do:
· Tell kids that they will make instruments out of the candy.

· Give everyone a pump of hand sanitizer or send them to the sink to wash their hands. 

· Invite kids to choose materials to make a musical instrument. 
· If the kids are stuck for ideas, share a few of the ideas above, but encourage them to use their imaginations and be as creative as possible. 
· Give kids time to modify their candies as needed and practice their instruments. 
· Play the worship song and encourage kids to “play” along—help them at least keep the rhythm! 
· If you’re not eating the “instruments,” dispose of them. 
What You Say:
“That was amazing! That was unlike anything I’ve ever heard! I love how we all became one band with one beat.
“Our Bible Story tells us that we are one body with Jesus. We are all working together to show the world who God is and how He loves us. All of our gifts point to that one idea—on their own they’re cool (hold up a candy instrument), but together they are amazing! That’s why [Bottom Line] we can use our gifts together to make a greater difference. 
“What other ways do people combine to make something great?” (Pause for responses; a band, a sports team, a family, a community, a school, a dance troupe, a theater cast, a game club, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a way you combined your gifts with a group and made a difference—cleaning up a neighborhood with an after-school program, participating in a band or play, even being on the family ministry team at your church as a Small Group Leader!) 

*2. Sprinkles Spot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Poster board, markers, blindfolds, strips of colored construction paper with tape loops or double-sided tape
What You Do:
· Invite kids to help you draw a giant ice cream sundae on the poster board. 
· Include the dish, ice cream scoops, whipped cream, chocolate sauce, and cherry. NOTE: If you have mostly younger kids or a very large group, you can do this ahead of time.
· Hang your finished poster on a wall in your small group area. 
· Instruct the kids to line up on the far side of your small group area across from the poster. 
· Give each kid a strip of paper with either a tape loop or double-sided tape on it so it will stick. 
· One by one, blindfold the kids and instruct them to walk across the room to put their sprinkle on the ice cream. 
· Direct the other kids to coach or verbally guide the kid wearing the blindfold. 
· Show each kid how close they were. Because sprinkle placement is usually random, most of the sprinkles will be perfectly placed! 
· Continue playing until you run out of “sprinkles.” 
What You Say:
“This is one decorated ice cream sundae! I love all the different colors of sprinkles. I’m glad all of you chose to share your sprinkles with us. We need all of them! And thanks for your help in creating our ice cream poster! This will remind me that [Bottom Line] we can use our gifts together to make a greater difference.
“I loved the way you helped each other get sprinkles on the ice cream. We’ve heard that [Bottom Line] we can use our gifts together to make a greater difference, but I think that sometimes everyone needs some encouragement! 
“How can you encourage someone to use their gifts? (Invite answers.) How has someone encouraged you to use your gifts? Is there a way here at church, home, or school that you think [Bottom Line] we can use our gifts together to make a greater difference?” (Invite kids to share and discuss opportunities to serve their community. Affirm the gifts you see in them—imagination, creativity, patience, etc.—that would help them as they serve.) 
3. Name Game 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Name Game Cards” Activity Page cards with names on the backs, timer, Bibles 
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Psalm 139:14 and read it out loud.

· Tell kids that a card with their name on it and part of the verse is hidden somewhere around the room.

· Direct the kids to hunt for the card that has their name on it, then work together as a group to put the cards in verse order. 
· Time how long it takes everyone to find their name cards and put the verse together. (The kids can use their Bibles as a reference, if needed.)
· Once the verse is correctly put together, direct the kids to give you the cards and close their eyes. 
· While the kids close their eyes, re-hide the cards. 
· This time, instruct the kids to pick up the first card they find and give it to the person whose name is on the card. 
· Once everyone has their cards, direct the kids to put the verse together.
· Time how long it takes the kids to put the verse together. The second time should be much faster than the first! 
What You Say:
“Which time do you think was faster? (the second) Why do you think that happened? (Invite answers.) When we cooperate and use our individual abilities together instead of just looking out for ourselves, awesome things can happen! 
[Bottom Line] “We can use our gifts together to make a greater difference. When God made us, wonderfully and amazingly as it says in our memory verse, He made us to work together and cooperate. We need everyone’s gifts if we’re going to reflect God’s love to the world!”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Have you ever felt like you can’t make a difference with your gifts? Is it possible that you have some gifts that work best when combined with others? 
· What kind of big difference do you want to make that we could all work together on? 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Ice cream poster board from “Sprinkles Spot” Activity and markers 
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a marker and set out the poster.

· Ask kids to write the Bottom Line on the poster. [Bottom Line] We can use our gifts together to make a greater difference.
· Thank the kids for using their gifts on the poster! 
· Set the poster somewhere that adults will see it. Consider hanging it somewhere special in your kids’ ministry area. 
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for giving us not just gifts but a church that will help us use them! Please show us the ways we can use our gifts together to make a greater difference in our world. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, set out the ice cream poster and make sure kids take home the candy from the Opening Activity.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container

· LEGO®® bricks or candy LEGO® bricks; one for each kid
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Famous Pairs Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· 24 fun-size candy bars
· Large bowl

· Tape 
· Before group time, tape a card from the “Famous Pairs Cards” to each candy bar and place them in the bowl.
NOTE: When choosing candy, be aware of food allergies in your group.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1.Candy Orchestra 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Music player and upbeat worship song
· Hand sanitizer or sink to clean hands
· A variety of candy that kids can turn into “instruments” like:
· Candy canes or Pixy Stix® for drum sticks
· Clear plastic cups of M&M’s® or Skittles® covered in duct tape for shakers
· Sugar cones as trumpets
· Twizzlers® as flutes
*2. Sprinkles Spot
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Poster board
· Markers 
· Colored construction paper cut into thin, short strips; two to three for each kid
· Tape loops or double-sided tape
· Attach a tape loop or double-sided tape to each strip of construction paper.
· Blindfolds
3. Name Game 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Name Game Cards” Activity Page on colorful cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Markers 
· Timer
· Bibles 
· Before group time, write the names of your small group kids on the back of the cards (one on each card) and hide the cards around your small group area. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Ice cream poster board from “Sprinkles Spot” Activity
· Markers 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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