252 Kids


October 2021 • Week 4
Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Right Now (Timothy) • 1 Timothy 4:12 (supporting: Acts 14–17; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10)

Today’s Bottom Line: You can make a difference right now.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move and “I Run to You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Candy Drop
Application Activity: Difference Makers!
Memory Verse Activity: Say It in Stages
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Right Now (Timothy) • 1 Timothy 4:12 (supporting: Acts 14–17; 1 Timothy 4:14; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10)

Today’s Bottom Line: You can make a difference right now.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help you show the kids that they can serve others. Pray that God will put it on their hearts to serve the people in their lives with the tools He already gave them. Help them to see that they don’t have to wait until they are older to make a difference in someone’s life. They can start today!

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, balloon or small ball 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Instruct the kids to stand in a circle.

· Pass around a small ball or balloon. 
· Direct the kid holding the balloon to share their age and say one great thing about being that age. 
· When everyone has had a turn, ask, “Do you think there is a perfect or a best age?”
· Pass around the ball and let everyone have a turn choosing an age and sharing why they think that age is the best. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Masking tape 
What You Do:
· Tape a line on the floor, long enough for your entire group to stand on. 
· Instruct all the kids to line up on the masking tape. 
· Direct them to jump LEFT if they hear something they can do now or RIGHT if they hear something they will do later. 
· Depending on the ages in your group, there might be things that some of the kids can do now and some of the kids can’t yet. That’s fine! 
· Call out a variety of situations.
· ride a bike 
· drive a car
· tie your shoes
· have a tablet 
· have a phone 
· order a kids’ meal at a restaurant 
· order from the adult menu at a restaurant 
· stay up late on weekends 
· stay up as late as you want, whenever you want
· pack your own lunch
· not ask an adult if you can have candy 
· stay home alone for an hour
· stay home alone overnight 
· ride your bike to a friend’s house 
· go to school
· get a job
· If time allows, let older kids call out a few things they can do now or that they look forward to doing in the near future. 
What You Say:
“There are things you can do now as kids, and things you need to wait for. [Transition] Let’s go hear about a young person who discovered a very big job he could do, right then!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Candy Drop 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Small candies or plastic beads sorted by color, jars or containers
What You Do:
· Divide your group into smaller groups of five.

· Set out four jars from widest opening to narrowest in front of each group. 
· Give each kid in the group a different color of candy or beads. 
· Choose a color, instruct the kids with that color to go first.

· Direct the first kid to move down the line and hold a candy at shoulder-height over the jar and try to drop it into the jar. 
· When the first kid moves to the second jar, instruct the second kid to start the line. 
· Explain that each kid has three tries to drop a candy into each jar.
· When a kid finishes the last jar, direct them to join the end of the line of their group and start again. 
· Run the game continuously until kids run out of candy or time is up. 
· The color that has the most pieces in the jar with the smallest mouth in each group, wins. 
· If you have several groups and winners of those groups, have a “drop off,” where the winners of each team compete to see who can drop more candies in the jar with the smallest mouth. 
What You Say:
“Well done, everybody! This wasn’t just a game to test your candy dropping skills. It reminds me of something important. We learned last week that we all have gifts—those are our [candies or beads]. And we know that we all have opportunities to make a difference—those are like our jars. 
“The narrow jars show that sometimes we need lots of practice and maybe we need to learn new skills to make a difference in certain areas. You might not know how to help someone change a flat tire yet or be able to cook a whole meal for a sick neighbor, but you’ll learn how to use your gifts in those ways. You have your whole life ahead of you to learn how to use those gifts. It may be hard now, but it will get easier as you grow.
“But some gifts you have right now! And some opportunities you have right now! Those are like the big jars or buckets. Can you think of some opportunities that you have right now? (Invite responses and help kids think of some answers like helping out at home or being kind in school.) 
“Those are awesome! I hope you do those things as often as you can. And while you grow and wait for those other opportunities, be looking for ways [Bottom Line] you can make a difference right now. Timothy in our Bible story had opportunities to make a difference when he was young, and you do, too.”

2. Difference Makers! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Option 1: poster paper and markers; Option 2: treat ingredients or candy and bags or wrappers; Option 3: index cards, stickers, and colored pencils 
What You Do:
· Option 1:

· Hand out poster paper and markers.

· Direct kids to design posters promoting a service project your church is doing this month or over the holiday season.
· Option 2:

· Mix and make a fun treat or assemble bags of assorted candy. Prepare them for delivery to a care center or fire station. 
· Please follow your local guidelines for health and safety. 
· Option 3:

· Invite kids to make cards for people who are making a difference—teachers, health care workers, church leaders, coaches, librarians, charity leaders, etc. 
· Whichever option you choose, direct the activity and plan how you will deliver or use the results. 
What You Say:
“Look, [Bottom Line] you CAN make a difference right now! I’m excited that we have these opportunities to make a difference together, but you can make a difference anywhere—at home, at school, on the playground. 
“How can you make a difference at home? (Invite responses; not fighting with siblings, helping with chores even when not told to, helping younger siblings with homework, drawing pictures or making something for a parent who’s stressed.) 
“What about at school? (Invite responses; don’t join the class in bad behavior when the teacher steps out; help others with hard work; be patient and kind; don’t hog the ball at gym or recess; use encouraging words, etc.) 
“What are some other places where [Bottom Line] you can make a difference right now?”
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you recently made a difference at home, work, or in your community. Did you help create peace between people? Did you help someone who needed it? Did you pay for groceries when someone was short that month?) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Is there anything that stops you from making a difference? Do you ever worry about what your friends might think if you step in to help someone? 
How has another kid made a difference to you in your life so far? Has someone befriended you, helped you in class, carried your books when you sprained your ankle? 

3. Say It in Stages
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Stages Cards” Activity Page, Bibles, timer, (optional) phone or other device to video
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Look up Psalm 139:14 together and read it out loud.

· Assign each kid a few words of the verse to read out loud. 
· Give each kid a “Stages Card” from the Activity Page.
· Instruct the kids to read their verse words in the voice on their card. 
· Give everyone a few minutes to practice. 
· One at a time, direct each kid to say their part of the verse with their card as a guide. 
· Time how long it takes the group to say the entire verse.

· Direct the group to repeat the verse a few times.

· Time the group each round and see if they can beat their original time. 
· This would be a great video for your ministry’s social media page or to send out to parents. 
What You Say:
“I hope this reminds you that, no matter what stage of life you’re in, [Bottom Line] you can make a difference right now! Our memory verse talks about the way God made us—wonderfully and amazingly! That doesn’t just mean when we’re newborns and cute and cuddly. It doesn’t just mean when we’re adults, full-grown and ready to take on the world. It means that you are wonderfully made RIGHT NOW. 
“You were wonderfully made as a one-year-old when you ran around in diapers. And you were a wonderfully made preschooler when you learned to share snacks. And you are wonderfully made at whatever age you are right now. Whatever age or stage you’re in, you are wonderfully made so that [Bottom Line] you can make a difference right now!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Service projects from “Difference Makers!” Activity
What You Do: 
· Ask kids to pray for the people who will receive the service project and for God to bless them and thank God for an opportunity to serve. 
· If this project will continue past this week, remind the kids that this is one way that [Bottom Line] you can make a difference right now!
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for making us so amazingly and giving us opportunities to love and serve others, even when we’re young. Please show us the ways we can make a difference this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite them to join in on following through on the service project from the “Difference Makers!” Activity.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container

· Balloon or ball
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Masking tape 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Candy Drop
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· A large number of small candies or plastic beads, sorted by color
· Jars or containers; one for every five kids (Each jar should have an opening that is narrower than the last. For example: a bucket, a pasta sauce jar, a small jelly jar, and a spice jar.) 
2. Difference Makers! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Option 1
· Poster paper
· Markers 
· Option 2
· Ingredients to make simple treats like rice cereal bars or trail mix or assorted candy

· Treat bags or wrappers to package the treats or candy
· Option 3
· Blank index cards
· Stickers
· Colored pencils
3. Say It in Stages
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Stages Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Bibles
· Timer
· (Optional) Phone or other device to take a video
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Completed service project from “Difference Makers!” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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