252 Kids


October 2021 • Week 2
Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Change Your Mind (Matthew) • Matthew 9:9-13

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Candy Dash 
Application Activity: Mirror, Mirror 
Memory Verse Activity: Candy Coated 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Change Your Mind (Matthew) • Matthew 9:9-13

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to remind you and the kids that He wants to have a relationship with each of us. Pray that God will show them ways to be in a relationship with Him. Ask God to help you show the kids how their relationship with Jesus can change how they see themselves.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Ask a variety of “Would You Rather” questions.
· Would you rather never eat chocolate candy again or never eat fruity candy again? 
· Would you rather eat a hot fudge sundae or a whole box of movie theater candy?
· Would you rather have chocolate ice cream in a cup or vanilla in a cone?
· Would you rather eat a Snickers® without using your hands or swallow Sour Patch Kids® without chewing? 
· Would you rather mix M&M’s® and Skittles®, or Reese’s Pieces® and Skittles? 
· Would you rather eat only mini candy bars for your whole life or just one enormous school-bus sized candy bar for your whole life? 
· Would you rather eat fried chicken with chocolate syrup or pizza topped with whipped cream? 
· Would you rather eat ice cream flavored with spaghetti sauce or a chocolate bar filled with noodles? 
· Would you rather eat ice cream for breakfast for a month or candy for dinner for a month?
· Would you rather have free candy for a year or free pizza? 
· Would you rather eat an ice cream cone stacked as tall as you or a gummy bear that weighs the same as you? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Prepared cups of cereal or ring candy, yarn or twine lengths, clear tape, blindfolds, (optional) clipboards
What You Do:
· This activity works best if done at a table or on the floor. 
· Give each kid a piece of yarn, two small pieces of tape, and a clipboard (optional).
· Instruct the kids to tape one end of their yarn to the table or clip it onto a clipboard if they’re sitting on the floor. This will help them as they string the loops on the yarn.
· Direct the kids to carefully wrap the other end of the yarn in tape so it looks like the end of a shoelace. This will keep the end sturdy and snag-free. 
· Explain that you’ll make necklaces, but you’ll follow a specific pattern to make them.
· Give each kid a blindfold. 
· Instruct the kids to put on the blindfolds, with older kids helping younger kids before putting on their own blindfolds.
· After the kids are blindfolded, ask them to pick up the free end of their yarn in one hand. 

· Set the cups in front of them. 
· Once each kid has three cups, ask them to touch the cups in order: one, two, three.
· Make sure each kid touches the same cup at the same time so that their necklaces come out in the correct pattern. 
· Tell kids that you’ll call out instructions. They should follow your instructions, taking loops from the cups you tell them to and stringing them on their yarn.

· For younger kids, you might need to loosely tie the first loop onto the end of their string, so they can easily feel where to stop as they string the subsequent loops on. 

· Slowly, step-by-step, call out the instructions for the pattern for their necklaces. 
1. Take four loops from cup one. 
2. Take three loops from cup two. 
3. Take four loops from cup one again. 

4. Take three loops from cup three. 
5. Take four loops from cup two.

6. Take three loops from cup three again. 
7. Take two loops from cup one.

8. Take two loops from cup two.

9. Take two loops from cup three.

10. Repeat steps one through nine. (Repeat the steps exactly and help the kids if needed.)

· Once kids are finished, direct them to take off their blindfolds and check out the pattern on their “candy necklaces.” 
· Help the kids tie the yarn into a loop and slip it over their heads. 
What You Say:
“What do you think? Look—we all followed the pattern really well, even though you guys were totally in the dark! You were excellent followers this morning, and we made something cool, even if it was unexpected. [Transition] Let’s go hear about someone who followed Jesus and ended up with a very unexpected pattern in his life!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Candy Dash 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Candy Dash Questions” Activity Page, plush toy or pillow, (optional) small prizes
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Line the teams up shoulder-to-shoulder facing each other across your small group area. 

· Place the candy pillow on the floor in the middle of the two lines of kids. 
· Count off the kids on each team and tell them to remember their number. 
· To play the game, call out a number from each team like “one and five.” 
· Direct the two kids whose numbers have been called to run to the middle, try to grab the pillow, and bring it back to their team. 
· If the kid who grabs the pillow gets tagged by the other kid before the pillow gets back to his team, put the pillow back in the middle and call two more numbers.
· If a kid gets the pillow back to their team without being tagged, ask them a question from the Candy Dash Questions and give them a point for their answer (even if it’s wrong). 
· After the kid puts the pillow back in the middle, call different numbers. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows. 

· (Optional) Award a small prize to the team with the most points at the end of the game. 
What You Say:
“You are all super-fast at this Candy Dash! Wow! And I loved all that you remembered about our Bible story! Matthew’s whole life changed when he followed Jesus. Sometimes he might have felt like a bad guy, working at a job for the enemy that ruled over his people. Do you think so? (Invite responses.)
“I wonder why he chose that job. Why do you think he chose to work as a tax collector when he knew most of the people would hate him? (Pause for responses. Maybe he needed money, he wanted money, he was good at math, he needed work, etc.) We don’t know why Matthew was working for the Romans. But it couldn’t have felt great to be disliked by everyone because you worked for the enemy.
“When Jesus called Matthew, He gave him a whole new life—a new job, new friends, a new future. Now instead of retiring in some fancy house with other rich lonely tax collectors, Matthew spent his life telling the whole world about Jesus and how He changes lives. 
“Matthew even wrote a book of the Bible! When we read the book of the Bible that Matthew wrote, it’s all about Jesus and how He came to rescue sinners. The first thing Matthew did when he followed Jesus was have a giant dinner where he called other people—other tax collectors and outcasts—to come see what Jesus did and who He is. And people showed up! They were ready for a fresh start.
“No one wants to feel stuck being a ‘bad guy,’ and the great news is that we never have to! We can accept the free gift of rescue that Jesus offers and discover that [Bottom Line] knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.” 
2. Mirror, Mirror 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Mirror, Mirror Cards” Activity Page 
What You Do:
· Direct kids to pair-up.

· Instruct the kids to spread out so each pair has their own space. 
· Give one kid in each pair a card from the “Mirror, Mirror Cards.”
· Instruct the kid to act-out the action on the card, doing one or two motions over and over again.
· Direct their partner to watch them and try to “mirror” what they do. 
· After 30 seconds, stop. 
· Ask the mirror partner to identify the action the pair acted out together. 
· After the pair has shared, instruct the other kid in the pair to get a card and act it out. 
· Stop again after about 30 seconds to ask the opposite partner what action they did together.
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“Which was harder—to make up movements or copy them? (Invite responses.) Both had challenges and both, hopefully, were fun! 
“What do you see when you look in the mirror? (your face) Mirrors help us see ourselves the way other people see us, and sometimes they help us adjust our own ideas about ourselves, too. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you needed a mirror—you looked and discovered spinach in your teeth or a spot you missed shaving, you realized you had on mismatched earrings, you saw a weird thing with your hair, or you noticed a stain on your shirt—something you needed to fix. How did you feel? Silly? Frustrated? Embarrassed if you’d been like that all day?) 
“Sometimes we like what we see in the mirror; sometimes we don’t. Sometimes we like what other people think about us; sometimes we don’t. Sometimes we look at our own actions or thoughts and feel bad about ourselves. That’s definitely happened to me. 
“But the GREAT news in our Bible Story was that, no matter what the mirror shows or how we feel when we look in it, Jesus sees our value. He sees us as made in God’s image, worth loving and worth rescuing.
“When you choose to follow Jesus, like Matthew did, Jesus becomes your mirror. He tells you what you’re worth and who you are. While you still might need to check for spinach in your teeth, your heart and mind can be secure in His love—even if you’ve done something wrong and need forgiveness. He is the only one whose opinion about you matters. And He loves you, no matter what! When you follow Him, [Bottom Line] knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What does it mean to see yourself as valuable? What does it feel like? 

· Read 1 Corinthians 13:12 in an NIrV Bible. It reminds us that one day, we will understand the love God has for us. God loves you like the love in 1 Corinthians 13. Jesus rescued you because of that love.
When you read that passage, thinking about Jesus’ love, how can knowing Jesus change how you see yourself? 

*3. Candy Coated 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Candy Coated Verse” Activity Pages, grocery or other store flyers, empty candy bags or wrappers, scissors, glue sticks, Bibles
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Give each kid a “Candy Coated Verse” Activity Page and set out the flyers, wrappers, scissors, and glue sticks. 
· Together, look up Psalm 139:14 and read it out loud. 
· Show the group where the verse is printed on their “Candy Coated Verse” Activity Page. 
· Instruct the kids to find the letters in the shortened form of the verse on the candy wrappers or in the candy names on the flyers and cut them out.

· Direct the kids to glue the letters from the candy wrappers or flyers over the letters on their pages. 
Note: If cutting out individual letters takes too long, let kids pick and choose which letters to use then write in the rest of the words. They can mix and match handwritten letters with cut out letters. 
· Set the papers aside to dry. 
What You Say:
“This is one sweet verse! I love that this verse reminds us of the way God made us and values us. Let’s read more of this Psalm together. (Read Psalm 139:1-6; 13-18 from the NIrV Bible. You can invite older kids to read out loud, too.) 
“When I read this, I see how [Bottom Line] knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself. I can see myself as a special, unique creation of God, loved and rescued! How does this Psalm help you see yourself?” (Invite responses—I see that I’m loved, forgiven, safe, special, unique, created, purposeful.) 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Toy or pillow from “Candy Dash” Activity
What You Do: 
· Give the pillow to one kid in your group and say, “[Kid’s name], this week look for ways that [Bottom Line] knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.”
· Encourage the kid to toss the pillow to someone else in the circle and repeat, “[Kid’s name], this week look for ways that [Bottom Line] knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.”
· When everyone has had a turn, close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for looking at us with love and compassion and forgiveness. Please help us see ourselves as You see us this week. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure each kid takes home their verse with the candy wrapper letters on it. Be careful if it isn’t dry! Let the kids wear their cereal or candy necklaces home. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container

2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Fruit Loops® cereal or ring-shaped gummy candy in a few different colors
· Cups; three for each kid
· Sort the cereal or candy by color into the cups. Make sure each kid can have three cups that have a different color but they don’t each need matching sets. For example, one kid can have orange, yellow, and green while another kid has red, blue, and purple.
· Twenty-four-inch lengths of yarn or twine; one for each kid
· Clear tape 
· Blindfolds; one for each kid 
· (Optional) clipboards; one for each kid
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Candy Dash 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Candy Dash Questions” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Plush toy or pillow shaped like a candy, ice cream, or a cupcake—about the size of a rolled-up towel
· (Optional) Small prizes for the winning team
2. Mirror, Mirror 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Mirror, Mirror Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for every two kids
*3. Candy Coated 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Candy Coated Verse” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid

· Grocery store or other store flyers (especially those that feature seasonal candy)
· Empty candy bags or wrappers 
· Scissors
· Glue sticks 
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Toy or pillow from “Candy Dash” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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