252 Kids


October 2021 • Week 1
Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule— October 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Someone Like You (Image of God) • Genesis 1:26-28
Today’s Bottom Line: You were made in God’s image.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Gloriously Free” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Sweet Stamping 
Application Activity: Candy Characteristics 
Memory Verse Activity: Mirror Image 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Someone Like You (Image of God) • Genesis 1:26-28
Today’s Bottom Line: You were made in God’s image.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand what it means to be created in His image. Pray that God will personally show them how He made them each uniquely amazing and wonderful. Ask God to show you how to help kids discover their individuality and how it relates to God who created them.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite any kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· When most of your group has arrived, start a game of Four Corners: 
· Label each corner of your small group space with a letter: A, B, C, and D.

· Point to each corner and call out the letter it’s labelled with.
· Instruct the kids to show their preferences by running to the corner you designate. 
· Point to the corner as you call out the options. For example, ask, “Which chocolate do you like best? If you like plain chocolate, go to corner A. (Point to the corner.) If you like chocolate with nuts, go to corner B. (Point to another corner.) If you like chocolate with crispy rice, go to corner C. (Point to another corner.) If you like chocolate with caramel, go to corner D.” (Point to another corner.)

· Some ideas for categories: 
· Gummy candy: bears, worms, rings, other shapes 
· Jelly bean flavors: fruity, cinnamon, popcorn, sour
· Christmas candy: candy canes, peppermint chocolate bark, chocolate truffles, normal candy but with Christmas colors

· Candy types: chocolate, fruity, sour, crunchy
· Fruity candy: Skittles®, Starburst®, gummy candy, Hi-Chew®
· Hard candy: jaw breakers, lollipops, butterscotch, Life Savers®
· Easter candy: jelly beans, cream eggs, marshmallows, chocolate bunnies 
· Fall candy: candy corn, peanut butter pumpkins, caramel apples, fun-size candy bars
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Mash-Up Cards” Activity Page, blank paper, crayons or colored pencils 
What You Do:
· Set out the paper and colored pencils. 
· Invite the kids to choose two “Mash-Up Cards.”
· Instruct the kids to draw a new kind of creature that combines the two animals on their cards. 
· Direct the kids to give their creature one thing that’s like themselves—their eye color, bright smile, or size. Or they can figure out a way to visually include inner abilities like problem solving, academic skills, talents, sense of humor, etc. 
· Invite the kids to share their new creatures with each other. 
What You Say:
“You made some interesting creatures today! Not only are they a totally unique mash-up of the animals you chose, but you gave them something special that’s like you. They have something special that reflects their creator. Those would be some proud—and fantastical—creatures! [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear how we can reflect our Creator, too.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Sweet Stamping
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Chocolate syrup, heavy drawing paper, small paintbrushes, cups, wipes 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a piece of paper.

· Instruct them to fold the piece of paper in half horizontally (hamburger fold). 

· Squirt some chocolate syrup into a cup for each kid.

· Give each kid a paintbrush. 
· Instruct the kids to paint only the top half of the paper, above the fold.
· Invite the kids to paint a scene from today’s Bible story. 
· After the kids finish painting, but while the chocolate is still tacky, instruct the kids to carefully fold down their paper so the top half with the picture presses onto the clean bottom half.
· Instruct the kids to press gently on the top of the folded page, without rubbing to keep the design from smudging.
· Direct the kids to carefully unfold the paper to create a reverse image on the bottom of the page. 
· Help the kids notice the similarities and differences on each half. Emphasize that the bottom half is not messy or less-perfect than the top—it’s just different from the original. 
· Set the drawings aside to dry.

· Use wipes to clean-up as needed. 
What You Say:
“Great painting, everyone! You painted an image on the top half and folded it in half to create a reflection of what you painted. In our Bible story, we heard how God made the whole world and everything in it. Then He made people. He made people in a special way—in His own image. God making us in His image means that we were made to reflect Him to the world. 

“Just like the art on the bottom of the page reflects the original art, we are supposed to reflect God. We aren’t God, so we’re obviously not as powerful or amazing as He is. But we CAN help show the world who God is. What are some words you would use to describe who God is? (Pause for responses.) That’s right! He is kind, loving, good, patient, and faithful. And we are supposed to be kind, loving, good, patient, and faithful—just like Him.
“Was the reflection on the bottom half of the paper exactly like the original you painted? No, it wasn’t. And you won’t be a perfect reflection of God either. But He doesn’t expect you to be a perfect reflection of Him. You bring Him great joy any time you reflect Him to the world. You are doing what you were made to do. Remember, [Bottom Line] you were made in God’s image.” 
2. Candy Characteristics 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Candy Characteristics Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Give each kid a Candy Characteristics Card.

· Instruct the kids not to show their card to anyone else. 
· Go around the circle and let each child take a turn leading a game of 20 Questions. (If you have a large group, set a question limit to ten or even five.) 
· To play the game, direct the group to take turns asking the kid with the card Yes or No questions about their candy. 
· Some questions are:

· Is it chocolate? 
· Is it fruity? 
· Is it in one piece? 
· Does it come in a bag? 
· Can you break it in half? 
· Is it different colors? 
· Does it melt? 
· Have we eaten it in Small Group before? 
· Does it have nuts? 
· Is it for a special holiday? 
· When the group guesses the candy or runs out of questions, have the kid share what their candy is. Instruct the kid to their left to answer questions about their candy. 
What You Say:
“Wow! You all really know your candy! How did we eventually figure out [kid’s name]’s candy? Yes! By thinking about what their candy was like. Calling a candy sweet or hard or melty is naming its characteristics. Characteristics are words that tell us what the candy is like. 
“God has characteristics, too! Can you name some of those characteristics we shared earlier? (Invite responses and prompt if necessary; kind, creative, patient, faithful, truthful) Good! God is (name some of the characteristics the kids shared). When God made people, He made them specifically to show the world His characteristics.
“God made everyone to reflect His characteristics to the world, but since He made us all different, we all reflect Him as we use our different gifts and abilities. I show God’s image by being loving and kind and faithful as I . . . [Make It Personal] (share a talent or ability God gave you. Maybe you’re good at math or engineering, comforting people, keeping your promises, creative cooking, etc.) 
“And it’s not just me! In the same way, [Bottom Line] you were made in God’s image, and you are also a one-of-a-kind person. That means that you show the world what God is like in your own unique way. You reflect God to the world, and you can do it through the unique gifts He gave you. What are some ways you can use how God made you to show His characteristics?” (If there’s time, invite each kid to share something they’re good at and help them think of how they can reflect God’s image.) 

3. Mirror Image 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles, large mirror, dry erase markers, (optional) hand sanitizer 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Give each team a color of marker. (Either give each kid a marker or have each team share a marker and sanitize hands before and after.) 
· Set the large mirror on the far side of your group. Make sure it is either sturdily propped up or flat on the floor. 
· Read the memory verse, Psalm 139:14, together. Use the Bible Navigation Tips below. 
· Leave Bibles open near the mirror in case kids need to refer to it. 
· Direct each kid to take their marker, run to the mirror one at a time, and write a word from the verse on it. 
· Instruct the first kid to write the first word of the verse; the second, the second word, etc. 
· Once they write their word, the kid runs back to the end of their line which signals the next kid to go. 

· The first team with the verse completely written, including the reference, wins! 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Psalms in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Psalms, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it aloud, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Psalms. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Psalms, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 139, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 14 in chapter 139. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“Why do you think we used a mirror for this game? (Invite responses.) Mirrors show us ourselves. They reflect our image. Just like mirrors reflect our image, we are meant to reflect God’s image because [Bottom Line] you were made in God’s image. God made you on purpose to show the world something important about Himself.
“Maybe you reflect God’s patience by playing with your younger siblings. Or maybe you reflect His kindness when your older siblings are in charge of you and you show them some respect. Maybe you reflect His compassion when you volunteer to help out in your community. You might reflect God’s care for nature when you provide for your pets or garden or clean-up trash. When you do these things, you act like a giant mirror reflecting the image of God to everyone around you. You can show the world what God is like because [Bottom Line] you were made in God’s image.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How has someone reflected God’s image to you this week? How have you reflected it to someone else? 
· What is the most important characteristic of God that you could reflect to someone? Why? 
· What do you think is the coolest part about being made in God’s image?
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Mirror and markers from “Mirror Image” Activity and eraser
What You Do: 
· Erase the verse from the mirror.
· Go around the group and write down each kid’s name, sharing one way that you have seen God’s image reflected in them. 
· Write down one key word on the mirror that captures the meaning of what you shared. 
· For new kids or those you might not know well, some ideas are:
· Your smile reflects God’s joy! 
· Your bravery at (speaking up in discussion, coming to a new space, etc.) reminds me that God is brave! 
· Your quietness or gentleness reminds me of the peace of God. 
· Your awesome outfit reminds me that God loves color and variety. 
· Your friendship with [child’s name who brought them] reflects God’s friendliness! 
· Your unique eye color reflects God’s creativity! 
· Stick out your tongue! Yep, completely unique tongue print. You sure reflect God’s creativity! Now put it back. 
· Your sense of humor reminds me that God is fun!
· Your energy reflects that God is powerful and limitless! 
· When you’re finish naming how a kid reflects God, say, “[Kid’s name], thanks for reflecting the way [Bottom Line] you were made in God’s image,” before moving on to the next kid.
· Set the mirror where it can be seen by families as they pick kids up. 
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your work of creation. Thank You for all You have made, but especially for making us, people, in Your image to be a reflection of You to the world. Help us be excellent mirrors of You this week, just the way You created us to be. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, draw attention to the mirror and each child’s special reflection of God’s image. Make sure kids take home their chocolate syrup paintings—licking the design is optional! 

GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Mash-Up Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Blank paper 
· Crayons or colored pencils 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Sweet Stamping 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Chocolate syrup
· Heavy drawing paper
· Small paintbrushes; one for each kid
· Cups; one for each kid
· Hand wipes
2. Candy Characteristics 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Candy Characteristics Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
3. Mirror Image 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Large mirror 
· Dry erase markers 
· Optional: hand sanitizer
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Dry eraser 

· Mirror and markers from “Mirror Image” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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