252 Kids


October 2021 • Week 2

Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Change Your Mind (Matthew) • Matthew 9:9-13

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Candy Dash 
Application Activity: Mirror, Mirror 
Memory Verse Activity: Candy Coated 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Change Your Mind (Matthew) • Matthew 9:9-13

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters with lots of energy—as though you’ve eaten a lot of candy.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: (speaking very quickly) “Hello, everyone! I am positively over the moon to see all of you! Like, I couldn’t be more excited. I’m just bursting with anticipation over being here with you. And it means so much to me that all of you came!
(slowing down) “Phew! Sorry—not sure where that burst of energy came from. Mayyyyyybe I ate a few too many jelly beans this morning? (Pause.) Nah. One can NEVER eat too many jelly beans.
“There are a lot of things to love about jelly beans, but probably the best part is the variety of flavors. There are so many different ones, and each one brings something new to the world—or at least to my taste buds! They’re the perfect little treat for this month while we talk about individuality.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Individuality is discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“You might be a sugary sweet flavor, like cotton candy. Or maybe you’re a little spicy, like a cinnamon jelly bean. However, God made you, you are an individual. You’re a custom creation. You’re one of a kind!
“I thought we could play a game that’s all about some VERY (air quotes) ‘individual’ jelly bean flavors. Who here has played . . . BeanBoozled® (by Jelly Belly®)? (Hold up the game box.)
“For our version of this game, everyone who wants to play will get a jelly bean.
Note: If you have too large of a group and limited time, you can bring just five kids to play the first round. But the game will move pretty quickly, so if you want to do an all-play, it should work. 

“I’ll tell you which two flavors your jelly bean COULD be. Like, you might have tutti-frutti—yum!—or it could be stinky socks. Yuck! Is it rotten egg or buttered popcorn? You’ll tell us what you think it is. Then we’ll watch you eat it and see if you got it right!
“If you guessed correctly, you’re still in the game. That’s right—you can get the gross flavor and stay in, as long as that’s what you guessed it would be. We’ll play a practice round first. Then, in each round that follows, you only stay in the game until you guess correctly. The player who is still standing at the end is our winner! Okay—if you want to play, on your feet!

Wearing gloves, hand a jelly bean to a kid and announce the two flavor options. Then watch the kid’s face to determine if they guessed correctly. If they did, they remain standing; if not, they sit. Move on to the next kid and repeat. Move quickly to keep the game moving.
Once everyone has gone one time, move the remaining kids to the front and repeat the process, whittling down until you have just one or two winners.
If you want to be extra-nice, you can have a bag of regular jelly beans on hand and give everyone a “palate cleanser” before Worship.

“That was hilarious. I’ve never seen faces contort the way some of yours did. You can all jump back on your feet, because now it’s time for us to sing and worship God together!”

WORSHIP
LEADER: “I am so thankful that [Basic Truth] I can trust God no matter what. That means I can run to God whenever I need help. I know that He’ll help me be the best version of me—the me He created me to be! As Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:10 (NIrV), ‘We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.’ Let’s sing and tell God that we will run to Him!
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 6 from Make a Move
“God has given each of us a unique purpose in this world. When we live out that purpose, we can show His love to the people around us. We can show who God is in our own unique way. Let’s tell God that we’ll make a move for Him.”
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “I’ve got a story to share with you today about a man named Matthew. (Hold up Bible.) You can read this story in the Bible, in a book called, any guesses? Yep, Matthew.

Sit down in one of the chairs behind the table.

“Matthew lived in the town of Capernaum. Everyone in Capernaum probably knew who he was, but very few people actually LIKED Matthew. You see, even though Matthew was Jewish, like his relatives and neighbors, he had chosen to work for the Roman government. 
Flip over the “Matthew’s Taxes” sign.
“Matthew was a tax collector. Tax collectors were known for lying about the amount of money people owed and keeping the extra for themselves. Many of them grew rich by taking extra money from even the poorest people in their town.
Hold up the money bag or stack of fake money. Then set it on the table.
“We’re not sure if Matthew did that, but tax collectors very often did.”
FOLLOW ME
LEADER: “One day, everything changed for Matthew. Word around town was that Jesus had come. And the whole city was talking about it! People had heard about Jesus, the way He taught and the way He healed people.
“Matthew must have been as curious about Jesus as the next guy, but he likely had doubts that Jesus would have anything kind to say to him . . . a tax collector . . . a sinner.

“But lo and behold, as Jesus passed through town, He actually stopped right there at Matthew’s tax booth!
Open the Bible to Matthew 9:9 (NIrV) and read. 

“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew. He was sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ Jesus told him.

“Matthew must have been shocked! He had no doubt that Jesus knew everything about him—every wrong thing he’d ever done. But still, Jesus wanted Matthew to join Him.”
DINNER guests
LEADER: “So what do you think Matthew did? He got up and followed Jesus!
Stand up.

“I wonder if that was a pretty easy choice for him. I mean, Jesus could see something about Matthew that Matthew couldn’t even see about himself. Jesus believed that Matthew was valuable and important.

“Matthew even got the courage to invite Jesus and His friends to dinner at his house. 
On the table, flip the “123 Tax Collector Lane” sign over the top of the previous sign. Pull out the place settings and baguette/fake food/pizza box/etc. Set the table as you talk.
“Many tax collectors and other outcasts were there, along with Jesus and His disciples. This was simply amazing. Matthew found himself hosting the most famous teacher in town!

Finish setting up the food and plates. Then sit down in one of the chairs.
“Matthew doesn’t tell us what he thought at this point, but as he passed the bread around the table, I have to imagine he was blown away that Jesus wasn’t worried about the wrong things he had done. Instead, Jesus thought Matthew was worthy to be one of His friends. He had straight-up ASKED Matthew to follow Him!”
Stand up and begin putting away the food and plates.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS
LEADER: “Matthew was overjoyed about the way Jesus saw him. Jesus had treated him like he was valuable and important, and now Matthew had a new start—a chance to live his life differently. But the city’s religious leaders, the Pharisees, were horrified by what Jesus had done.
Pull out and hold up the large scroll.
“The Pharisees approached Jesus’ disciples, and they asked the disciples why their teacher was willing to eat with tax collectors and sinners.

Put down the scroll.

“Jesus heard their question, and He answered it Himself. He said . . . 
Open the Bible to Matthew 9:12-13 (NIrV) and read.

“Those who are healthy don’t need a doctor. Sick people do. . . I have not come to get those who think they are right with God to follow me. I have come to get sinners to follow me.

“Jesus knew that the religious leaders thought they had it all together. They didn’t think they needed Him. They didn’t want to change. Instead, Jesus focused on the people like Matthew who were very aware that they needed His help.”
Come to the front of the table as you wrap-up.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “From then on, Matthew followed Jesus everywhere. He saw more of the things Jesus did than nearly anyone else! And near the end of his life, Matthew wrote down all the stories he had gathered so that others, too, could know Jesus.
“You see, when Matthew got to know Jesus, everything changed for him. Jesus showed Matthew that he was valuable and important because he was made in the image of God. That changed the way Matthew saw himself. It made him want to change his ways and live differently.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.
“That was true for Matthew, and it’s true for us, too. Let’s thank God for sending Jesus and for showing how valuable we are to Him.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for not only creating us, but loving us so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. When we get to know Jesus, that changes the way we see ourselves. It helps us remember that we’re valuable and special to You. It allows us to live out the purpose You’ve given us. Help us take steps to grow closer to Jesus and find our true purpose in You. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Before Matthew met Jesus, he was used to people thinking of him a sinner. And honestly, it was the truth. Matthew had messed up, just like all of us have. Deep down, he was probably ashamed of the wrong things he had done.

“But something happened. He met Jesus! And Jesus chose Matthew to follow Him. Jesus didn’t focus on the wrong things Matthew had done. He saw the valuable, important person God created. When you believe in and follow Jesus, you start to see yourself the way He does. He sees you as the valuable, special, one-of-a-kind individual God created.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.

“Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself.”
LEADER: “When Jesus died on the cross, He paid the price for your sins. When you put your faith in Jesus, you can be forgiven and set free! You can live with confidence, joy, and peace because you know how much He loves you.
“If you’ve ever wondered what it means to put your trust in Jesus, I’d love for you to come talk to me about it later. Or you can talk with your parents, grandparents, or whoever you live with. Remember, EVERYTHING changes when you put your faith in Jesus. You were created to have a personal, loving relationship with Him!
Pick up the BeanBoozled® (by Jelly Belly®) game.

“Think of it this way. Sometimes, you might feel like you’re spoiled milk. But Jesus sees you as yummy, delicious coconut!

“Let’s head to Small Group now and chat more about how we can get to know Jesus!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Food service gloves
· Box or bag (or two) of BeanBoozled® by Jelly Belly® jelly beans
· Bag of regular jelly beans (optional)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Run to You” from Make a Move
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· A few chairs
· Two posterboard signs:

· “Matthew’s Taxes”
· “123 Tax Collector Lane” 
· Tape

· Prop box containing:

· Money bag or stack of fake money
· Several place settings or paper plates
· Something to represent dinner at Matthew’s house: baguette, fake food, pizza box, fast food bag, etc.
· Large scroll to represent the Pharisees (made with dowels or even rolling pins)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Make posterboard signs that read “Matthew’s Taxes” and “123 Tax Collector Lane.” Tape the “Matthew’s Taxes” sign to the side of the table. Then tape the “123 Tax Collector Lane” sign to the side of the table, right on top of the other sign (but don’t tape the signs themselves together). Flip the signs up onto the table so they’re not visible at first, but you can easily flip them down during the story.
· Place the table on the stage, out of the way for the Opener and Worship. Place the props in the box and set the box on the table. 

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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