252 Kids


October 2021 • Week 1

Custom Creations: There’s only one you


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Someone Like You (Image of God) • Genesis 1:26-28
Today’s Bottom Line: You were made in God’s image.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Gloriously Free” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Sweet Stamping 
Application Activity: Candy Characteristics 
Memory Verse Activity: Mirror Image 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Someone Like You (Image of God) • Genesis 1:26-28
Today’s Bottom Line: You were made in God’s image.

Monthly Memory Verse: How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well. Psalm 139:14 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Individuality—Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, wearing the shower cap and poncho.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! Welcome to another exciting month here at [your environment’s name]. This month will be especially sweet because we’re having fun with, well . . . sweets!
“Have you ever seen one of those candy stores that lets you put all your favorite candies together in one little bag? You can mix your jelly beans with some gummy bears and top it off with a handful of M&M’s®. It’s your custom creation. Just don’t eat all those candies at the same time. I don’t recommend that. Or maybe that’s the way you like it. In that case, you do you!
“After all, you’re a custom creation yourself. There’s only one you. God MADE you that way. You have your very own individuality.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Individuality is discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“No two people are exactly the same. That’s true when it comes to a lot of things, including sweet treats.
“For example, who in here likes ice cream sundaes? Raise your hand. Me, too. What kind of toppings do you like on your sundae? (Pause and let the kids shout out their favorites.)
“Those are all awesome toppings! Want to know my two favorites? Chocolate syrup and marshmallows! (Hold them up.) That brings me to my attire today. (Reference the shower cap and poncho.) You might wonder why I’m dressed in this lovely protective gear. In just a minute, [adult volunteer’s name] will come and decorate my head with chocolate syrup. Each of you will get a cup full of mini marshmallows in your team’s color.
Depending on how many kids you have and the number of different colored marshmallows you have, you can divide into two to four teams. Give each kid a cup of marshmallows the same color as their teammates.

“When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll stand behind the tape line and underhand-toss the marshmallows at my chocolate-syrup-covered head. (Demonstrate the throwing motion.) Your marshmallows are in your team’s color, so the team that has the most marshmallows on my head when everyone runs out will be the winner.
“But remember, no tossing the marshmallows until I give you the go-ahead. (to adult volunteer) Okay, [adult volunteer’s name], I think I’m ready. Syrup me.

Stand on the drop cloth. The adult volunteer should squeeze chocolate syrup all over the shower cap (while you wear it). When your head is completely covered, do a countdown to invite the kids to throw their marshmallows.

“Okay, let’s do this. Three, two, one, GO! 
If the kids seem to struggle to make contact with the shower cap, you can move closer to them. Once all of the kids have emptied their cups, the adult volunteer can do a rough count to determine the winner. Congratulate the winning team.
“Nice job, everyone! I would definitely trust you to top my sundae, because you know how to pile on those marshmallows! While I get cleaned up, you can throw your empty cups away. But come right back and stay on your feet, because next up, we’ll sing and worship God together.”
While the kids throw their cups away, take off the poncho and shower cap. Gather them up with the drop cloth.
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we begin, let’s check out this video together.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“It’s true—God made you on purpose, and He doesn’t make mistakes! That’s what our memory verse for this month is about. These are David’s words to God from Psalm 139:14.
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. What you have done is wonderful. I know that very well, Psalm 139:14. (NIrV)
“Let’s learn this new song together that reminds us of the truth that God has spoken over us: we are His and He loves us just the way we’re made.
AUDIO: “Gloriously Free” / track 5 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “Gloriously Free” Dance Moves Music Video
“As you discover who you’re meant to be, you’ll find new ways that you can make a big difference in the world. You can make a move for God! Let’s continue singing to Him.
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
“Way to move, everyone! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “For our story today, we’re starting in the very beginning (hold up Bible) . . . when there was . . . nothing.
Move to the side of the wall where you’ll build your collage. Make a sweeping gesture to point out the “nothingness.”
“Nothing except God. In the beginning, God took nothing and made . . . EVERYTHING.”
GOD CREATED EVERYTHING
LEADER: “From darkness, God created light! 

Begin adding the printed creation photos to the wall as you continue and form the heart-shaped collage. The photos don’t have to match perfectly with your words, but they should all be pictures of the natural world.
“God poured out waters and stretched out the sky overhead. 

“God shaped dry land, canyons, and mountains . . . then filled them with trees and plants of every kind. 

“God created the sun, moon, and stars. 

“Then God filled the oceans with fish and the sky with birds. God thought up an amazing variety of animals to crawl and hop and race over the earth. Everything from tiny ants to thundering elephants. All of this was incredible. Unbelievable! And yet, it was all just a warm-up for God’s most awesome creation.”
GOD CREATED people
LEADER: “Let’s read about the next part directly from the Bible, in the book of Genesis.
Open the Bible to Genesis 1:27 (NIrV) and read.

“God created human beings in his own likeness. He created them to be like himself. He created them as male and female.

“That’s right! God created PEOPLE: Adam and Eve. God created them in His image. God made human beings to be like Him.
Set down the Bible and begin adding the people photos to the collage, continuing to form the heart shape.
“Of course, Adam and Eve were just the beginning. God has been creating people ever since. Everyone, all over the world, no matter where they live . . . what they look like . . . or what language they speak. . . ALL people were made by God, in His image!”
GOD CREATED YOU
LEADER: “And that includes . . . YOU! Yes, each and every one of you!
Begin adding the photos of the kids in the room around the edge of the collage as a border for the heart shape.
“Let’s see . . . we have [kid’s name], [kid’s name], and [kid’s name]. (Say several kids’ names as you put up their pictures to make this as personal as possible.)
“God LOVES us. (Reference the finished heart shape of the collage.) More specifically, He loves each ONE of us—more than we can possibly imagine! EVERY person you will ever meet . . . boys and girls, men and women, people of every age, race, and culture . . . we are all of infinite value, because we were made in the image of God!
“Of course, that doesn’t mean that we all look exactly like God. What it does mean is that each of us can show what God is like in our own special way. The more time you spend with God—when you ask God to transform your thoughts and words and choices—the more you become uniquely YOU. 

“As you follow Jesus, you’ll discover the amazing and wonderful ways that God has made you who you are. You’ll discover the purpose He has for your life. You’ll be able to show His kindness, faithfulness, goodness, and love to others. And you can live out your individuality with confidence, because [Basic Truth] you can trust God no matter what.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “So the next time you look in the mirror, remember, you’re looking at the image of God. And there’s no one else in this world who can show what God is like exactly the way you do.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You were made in God’s image.
SLIDE: Theme Background
“Let’s thank God for that!”
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for making this whole world, and thank You for making us in Your image! You are full of love, joy, wisdom, patience, and kindness . . . and when we spend time with You, we know we can show those things to the people around us. Thank You for giving each of us our individuality. Help us show who You are to other people, in our own unique way. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “It’s so cool to know that we were made to be like God! We know that’s true because we can see how God created people in the first place. When God created the world, He saved the best for last: people. And God made people in His image. That means God made all people with different qualities that could only come from Him.
“You and I can show what God is like through our individuality. We can share God’s love through our own unique skills, talents, and abilities. We can show how kind, creative, peaceful, forgiving, and joyful God is with the way we live every day.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You were made in God’s image. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You were made in God’s image.”
LEADER: “It’s true! God made each and every one of us in His image. And God is love. (Point back to the heart-shaped collage.) So each of us can share God’s love our own unique way, because each of us is one of a kind.
“Speaking of being one of kind, everyone can pick their own unique way to get to Small Group. You can walk, skip, or dance your way over—whatever floats your boat! See you cool kids there!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult volunteer assistant (no speaking lines required)

· Clear, disposable shower cap
· Disposable poncho
· Disposable drop cloth (to protect the floor from any drips)
· Masking tape
· Chocolate syrup
· Bag of multicolored miniature marshmallows
· Several plastic cups (one for each kid)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Place the drop cloth on the floor where you’ll play the game for easier clean-up.
· Tape a line at a distance that will make it somewhat challenging for the kids to toss the marshmallows onto the Leader’s head.

· Depending on how many kids you anticipate and the number of different colored marshmallows you have, you can divide into two to four teams. Divide the different colored marshmallows into cups. Try to keep the number of marshmallows in each cup as even as possible.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Gloriously Free” from Make a Move
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Gloriously Free” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Wall space for the heart-shaped collage (see “What You Do”)
· “Creation Photos” printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF
· Printed photos of the kids in the room (see “What You Do”)
· Masking tape or other adhesive
· Box or bin
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Creation Photos (printable)

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Print the “Creation Photos.” Place them all in a box or bin in the order you will mount them on the wall. Put tape or your adhesive of choice in there as well. These can be found in the file labeled, 2110_LG_Assets_K5Starter_W1.
· Find and print photos of each of the kids who normally attend your services. If you don’t have access to their photos, you can either use an instant camera or have a volunteer take and print photos during Small Group time (before Large Group). If at all possible, try to have a photo of every kid in the room.
· Clear a space on the wall to build a photo collage. If you don’t have the ability to put tape on your walls, you can create the collage on posterboard or giant easel paper. If possible, lightly trace a large heart that you will use as a template for creating the shape of your collage. If that’s not possible, you can use masking tape, or just “wing it” when creating the collage.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday

Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: Custom Creations Squish Foam

Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun

1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.

2. A device that is very useful for a particular job


Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

Families can squish, bend, and shape this foam to make their own custom creations! It’s a great reminder that God made us to be amazing and unique individuals. Each person can work the foam into a shape that represents who they are or what they love. It can be a soccer ball, musical instrument, paint palette, heart for kindness, or an ear for a good listener. Families can show each other what they formed and talk about how God created us to make a difference. (Not for consumption—even if they do look like Dippin’ Dots®.)
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