252 Kids


September 2021 • Week 4
Ready for Launch: Boldly do what needs to be done


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: I Just Want to Celebrate (The Wall Is Rebuilt) • Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-16, 8:1-17
Today’s Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what God has done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move single and “Thank You” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Space Celebration Part 1
Application Activity: Space Celebration Part 2
Memory Verse Activity: Space Celebration Part 3
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: I Just Want to Celebrate (The Wall Is Rebuilt) • Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-16, 8:1-17
Today’s Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what God has done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for all He has done for you and in the lives of your few. Ask God to give kids hearts of gratitude for the ways He has shown initiative toward us. Pray that kids would take the initiative this week to celebrate all that God has done for them. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, foil moon rocks, construction paper, tape, and coloring materials
 What You Do: 
· Greet kids as they arrive and welcome them to Small Group.

· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Give each kid a moon rock.

· Set out the construction paper, tape, and coloring materials. 
· Invite kids to decorate their moon rocks for a party. They can make hats for their moon rocks, clothes, etc. from the paper and tape.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Crazy Calendar” Activity Pages, pens or pencils, markers or crayons, fun stickers
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Crazy Calendar” Activity Page.

· Tell the kids to read the clues to figure out which holiday goes where and write the holiday on the calendar.
· Invite the kids to decorate their calendars with stickers once they’ve labelled them, and color certain holidays as directed.
· Be ready to help emerging readers with the younger version of the calendar. 
· Set the finished calendars aside. 
What You Say:
“I had no idea there were so many things to celebrate next month! [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to hear about something we can celebrate all year round!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Space Celebration Part 1 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Shelter materials, paper tablecloth or long roll of craft paper, and coloring materials; (optional) magazines or grocery store flyers with pictures of food; scissors; tape or glue sticks; and snacks **If providing snacks, be aware of food allergies in your group.
 What You Do:
· Build a shelter using the shelter materials—as outlined in Getting Ready.
· Gather the kids in the shelter.

· Roll out the paper tablecloth or craft paper on the floor. 
· Direct the kids to use the coloring materials (or the optional food pictures) to create a celebration feast on the “table.” 

· Instruct the kids to draw plates, cups, and utensils on the table. 
· Remind kids to draw food, as well, if you’re not using food pictures from magazines.

· Encourage the kids to decorate the tablecloth with pictures of flowers, centerpieces, candles, or other “fancy” touches. 
· Once the table has been prepared, gather around the table for discussion. 
· (Optional) Serve your group a snack to celebrate. 
What You Say:
“What a feast! What were God’s people celebrating in our Bible story today? (finishing the wall and the holiday of Sukkot) 
“God’s people had built the wall and gates in 52 days! That’s amazing. Nehemiah knew that it wasn’t just the people’s hard work that had gotten the wall built. God had seen them through, just like Nehemiah said He would when they started!
“So Nehemiah and the rest of God’s people gathered to honor God and listen to Ezra and the priests share God’s Word. As the people listened, they became sad. Do you remember why? (They realized that they hadn’t been following God very well—even though He had done so many good things for them.) 

“But Ezra and Nehemiah told the people not to be sad. Why? (because that day was a holy day to celebrate what God had done)
“That’s right! It was Sukkot or the Feast of Booths! It was time to celebrate, not to be sad! Nehemiah and Ezra reminded God’s people to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done. They told the people to build shelters, just like you guys have! And to celebrate the Feast of Booths. 

[Make it Personal] (Share a time in your life when you found comfort in remembering what God has done—for you, your family, or His people—even in challenging circumstances.) 
“God has done so much for us, and He is still working every day. There is always something to celebrate when we’re following Jesus. So keep your eyes open and [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done.” (If you’re serving snacks, hold them up here like a toast as you repeat the Bottom Line.)
2. Space Celebration Part 2 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Music player or phone app to play upbeat worship music, at least one foil moon rock from “Early Arriver”
What You Do:
· Instruct kids to sit in a circle. (Ideally inside your shelter if space allows!) 
· Give the moon rock to one kid.

· Start the music. 
· While the music plays, direct the kids to pass the moon rock around the circle. 
· Stop the music abruptly. 

· Instruct the kid holding the moon rock to say one thing they can celebrate today. (It can be something from the Bible story, something God has done or given them, etc.)
· To vary the game, pretend to play on different planets where the gravity is different.
· On the moon, the rock would feel super lightweight and the kids could pass it quickly.
· On Jupiter, the rock would feel so heavy the kids would have to pass it around with two hands and drag it a little on the ground.
· For older kids, introduce a rule that there can be “no repeats”. Kids have to come up with something new to celebrate that hasn’t been said before. 
What You Say:
“Wow! What a great way to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done! I liked that we all had something special and unique to share. (Repeat a few of these to the group.) I don’t know that I would have thought of some of these things on my own.
“This story all month has had a lot of ups and downs. The walls were ruined, then Nehemiah led the people to rebuild them. The people were excited about rebuilding the walls, except when they were starving. The people’s enemies were making fun of them, but Nehemiah ignored them. The wall was finished, but the people realized how far they’d wandered from God.
“All of this over 52 days! Have you ever had a time in your life that felt like that—kind of like a rollercoaster? (Invite answers but be sensitive to kids who might have special challenges or difficult circumstances.) 
“Nehemiah and Ezra knew that the best thing to do when life seems topsy-turvy is focus on God. They reminded the people that they could always [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done. And we can do the same thing God’s people did in our Bible story.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it easy to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done? 
· When is it really difficult to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done? 
How do you like to celebrate what God has done? Have you ever taken time to do that? If not, how could you make sure you do that this week?

3. Space Celebration Part 3
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Blast Off and Base Station” Activity Pages, “Verse Words” Activity Page cards, masking tape, Bibles, (optional) small pieces of rope or paracord if you don’t want your kids to hold hands.
What You Do:
· Tape the “Base Station!” sign on the shelter you made. 
· Tape the “Blast Off!” sign as far away as possible in your small group area. 
· Instruct the group to line up at the Base Station.

· Give each kid a “Verse Word” card to wear as their badge and a piece of masking tape. 
· Direct the kids to tape their “Verse Word” to their shirts.

· Explain that the goal is to get to Base Station and back (after going to Blast Off!) with the verse words in order, without breaking their tether. 
· The tether is either hand-holding or the small pieces of rope provided. 
· The kid who has the first word goes first, taking a step towards Base Station, then holding one hand of the kid with the second word to “tether” them. 
· The second kid stays tethered to the first with one hand then stands closer to the Base Station.
· The kid with the third part takes the hand of the first kid, then the second kid, to stand even closer to Base Station. 
· At the end of the verse, the first kid has to move “tethered” up the line to stand next to the last verse word kid. If this is at Base Station, great, if not, keep going! 
· Essentially, kids are inching closer and closer to Base Station, one kid at a time, while staying tethered together, like astronauts would be in a spacewalk.
· When the whole group has made it to Base Station and back to Blast Off, the game is done! 
What You Say:
“You needed to work together to get safely to Base Station and back. One of the things about initiative is that it never stops. You need initiative for the Blast Off stage, the traveling stage, the building of the Base Station, and the journey back home. Then it starts all over again! 
“Do you think that sounds tiring? (Invite responses.) Me, too! I think that’s why our verse reminds us that we’re really working for God. When we see a job that needs doing and we do it, we’re showing that we are ready to help with God’s good plan for the world. 
“God is always at work. When we show initiative and do hard work, we remind everyone around us that God is working in everything, even when we can’t see it. That’s why we have to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done.” 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Shelter from “Space Celebration Part 1” Activity
What You Do: 
· Gather kids in the shelter.
· Tell the kids that the Jewish people, who are Nehemiah’s descendants, still celebrate Sukkot—the Feast of Booths—today. And when they do, they pray a special prayer. 
· Instruct the kids to repeat after you to pray this prayer that’s similar to a traditional prayer of Sukkot below.
What You Say:
“Blessed are You, our God (pause), Who has kept us alive (pause), (pause) sustained us, (pause) and brought us to this season (pause). Help us, today and always, (pause) to look for ways to celebrate what God has done. (Pause.) Amen.
“I can’t wait to hear how you learned to [Bottom line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite them to check out your shelter and celebration meal. Make sure kids take home their Crazy Calendars and “moon rocks.” 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container 
· Hand sanitizer

· Sheets of foil crumpled into “moon rocks;” one for each kid

· Construction paper 
· Tape 
· Coloring materials
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Crazy Calendar” Activity Page on paper (according to the average age of your group), one for each kid. NOTE: The international “Crazy Calendar” has different instructions. See Activity Page.
· Pens or pencils
· Markers or crayons 
· Fun stickers (back to school, football, fall, random foods)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Space Celebration Part 1 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Shelter materials; for the easiest option, use a couple tables and tablecloth and gather your group underneath. (Don’t set up your shelter until after Large Group—the kids will be part of the set up for this activity.)
· Other options for creating shelter materials: 
· an outdoor tent 
· decorate large cardboard boxes as walls
· hang bedsheets or tablecloths from the ceiling 
· Paper tablecloth or long roll of craft paper 
· Coloring materials 
· (Optional) Magazines or grocery store flyers with pictures of food; scissors; tape or glue sticks; snacks
2. Space Celebration Part 2 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Music player or phone app to play upbeat worship music
· At least one foil moon rock from “Early Arriver”
3. Space Celebration Part 3 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Blast Off and Base Station” Activity Pages; one set for each small group

· Print the “Verse Words” Activity Page on paper and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Bibles
· Masking tape 
· (Optional) Small pieces of rope or paracord to avoid kids holding hands
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Shelter from “Space Celebration Part 1” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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