252 Kids


September 2021 • Week 2
Ready for Launch: Boldly do what needs to be done


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Help! (Nehemiah Helps the Poor) • Nehemiah 5
Today’s Bottom Line: Look for ways to make things right.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“You’re the Reason” from Press Play: Get in the Mix and “Give a Little Kindness” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Astronaut Team Training
Application Activity: New Point of View
Memory Verse Activity: Watch for It!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Help! (Nehemiah Helps the Poor) • Nehemiah 5
Today’s Bottom Line: Look for ways to make things right.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that God would give kids opportunities to see the injustices around them and be empowered to do something to help make things right. Ask God to help kids see how He wants them to be a part of His story of restoration. Pray that kids would look for ways to help others and that they would have the resources they need to stand up and make things right. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, foil “moon rocks”
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group as they arrive.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.
· Line the kids up along the wall or edge of your small group area.
· Give the first kid in line a “moon rock.”
· Challenge the group to move the moon rock from one end of the line to the other without stepping out of order or using their hands.
· Some ideas:
· Pass the moon rock with their elbows
· Sit down and use their feet to pass the rock
· As more kids arrive, add them to the line or set up another line with another rock.
· Talk about the overlooked ways to move “moon rocks.”
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Tray of small items covered with a towel
What You Do:
· Gather the group around the covered tray and take away the towel.

· Give kids 30 seconds to take a good look at the tray without touching anything. 
· After 30 seconds, cover the tray again.
· Carry the tray away from the group so they can’t see, and make one small change (switch two objects, remove an object, add a coin from your pocket, etc.).
· Cover the tray again.
· Bring the tray back, remove the cover, and let kids guess what changed. 
· Repeat the game as often as time allows.
What You Say:
“You sure had to keep a close eye on this tray! After a while, you were experts at spotting a change. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to see what else we need to look out for.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Astronaut Team Training 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Several plastic cups, large rubber bands, yarn or string, scissors
 What You Do:
· Divide the group into teams of four.

· Cut a 12-inch piece of string for each kid.
· Give each team a rubber band, three cups, and four pieces of string.
· Give the team their Training Mission: use the materials they have to stack the cups into a pyramid without touching the cups with their hands. 
· After a while, if the kids are stumped, or if you have younger kids, offer these instructions: 
· Turn the cups upside down on the floor.
· Tie the end of each string around the rubber band at regular intervals—it will look like a sun with rays. 
· Direct each member to hold the end of the string that is not tied to the band and gently pull the string towards themselves, stretching the rubber band. 
· Instruct the kids to lower the stretched band over the first cup and stop pulling. The elastic will tighten over the cup then the kids can pick it up by the strings. 
· When they have the cup where they want it, direct the kids to pull the strings toward themselves, stretching the band and releasing the cup. 
· Challenge the kids to perform this for all three cups, stacking them in a pyramid. 
· If you have mostly older kids, challenge them to make a pyramid of six cups.
What You Say:
“You had to think of some creative solutions to get this pyramid built! You had to think about and notice things you’ve never have. You had to see these separate pieces—cups, string, rubber bands—in a new way. Then you had to figure out how to put them together. That’s initiative! 
“When Nehemiah was building the wall, he was full of initiative! But he didn’t just stop at solving the problem of the broken-down walls. He recognized other problems, too—like when his neighbors were mistreated. It was too of big a problem to ignore. So he stopped working on the wall and listened to people. He saw where they lived and he took time to understand the problem. Then he did something about it, right away! 
“Others probably knew about this problem, but they didn’t really SEE it, not the way Nehemiah did. Nehemiah was actively working to [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right.
“What are some things that need to be made right in your world? How can you stick up for people who are treated unfairly?” (Invite answers. If kids need help getting the conversation started, share a personal story using the suggestion below.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you stepped in to make something right. Maybe you stopped bigger kids from picking on a smaller neighbor, cleaned up a park that other kids had trashed, attended an event that supported racial justice, or used your influence to hold others accountable for their actions. Invite kids to talk about their experiences as well.) 
2. New Point of View 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Large paper grocery bags, cellophane gift wrap, tape, scissors, coloring materials (optional) large cardboard boxes instead of bags 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a paper bag (or box), and a large square of cellophane. 
· Ask the kids to put the bag/box over their heads and have a friend carefully draw a line on the outside of the bag or box where they can feel their eyebrows. This will guide where to make the top of the helmet faceplate.
· When everyone has drawn a line, ask the kids to draw a square on the bag below that line and cut it out, so they have a square-shaped hole in the middle of the bag. This will create the opening for the “helmet faceplate.”
· Set out the crayons and markers and invite the kids to decorate their “space helmets.”
· Direct kids to cut their cellophane to make a square slightly a little larger than the square hole on their bag. 
· Demonstrate how to use tape to attach the cellophane square on the inside of the bag, under the open square, to create the faceplate of a helmet. 
· Encourage the kids to wear their helmets during discussion, but take them off before you start a new activity. 
What You Say:
“How do things look through your space helmets? Any different? Sometimes all we need is a change to see new things. Now that we see our world in a new light, how can you [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right? (Invite answers after each of the following questions.) Are there kids who need a friend at school or a partner during practice? Is there a kid who gets left out when you’re talking with your friends or playing video games together? Who always gets picked last at gym or doesn’t have a buddy on field trips? Is there someone you know who gets made fun of because of how they look or talk? Who can you “see” with new eyes this week?
“If we see the problem, we can [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it hard to see people in need and [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right? 
· Nehemiah’s initiative to help people cost him time and money. What could your initiative to see and help cost you? 
· If the need seems overwhelming, what could you do? Who could you talk with? 
3. Watch for It! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:
· Look up Colossians 3:23a together in the Bibles. 
· Gather the kids in a circle and invite them to sit down. 

· Send one kid to the other side of the room so they can’t see what happens. 
· Silently select a kid still in the circle to be the Alpha Leader.
· Direct them to make motions that the group must follow: clapping hands, patting their heads, snapping fingers, etc. 
· Instruct the kid to vary the movements occasionally. 
· Choose a kid to be the Beta Leader.

· Instruct the Beta Leader to do a different motion than the Alpha Leader (like when the Alpha Leader claps, the Beta Leader can pat their legs). 
· Instruct the kids to do the motions of the Alpha Leader, except for the Beta Leader, who will do something different. 
· Call the kid back and have them guess both the Alpha and Beta Leaders. 
· Continue playing, choosing new leaders each time. 
What You Say:
“Not only did you have to find the Alpha Leader of the group, but you also had to spot the Beta Leader who was out of sync. It took some time for sure! Our memory verse reminds us to work with all our hearts, and there is no better work than to [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right.
“It might be difficult at times. You might have to show kindness to someone when you’d rather ignore them and play with the friends you already know. You might need to stop doing something you want to do in order to make things right for someone else. 
“How do you think Nehemiah felt about stopping work on the wall to deal with the problems in Jerusalem? (Invite answers.) He might have just kept working hard at what he was doing and let someone else take care of the problem. But he knew that as important as the wall was, making sure his people were treating each other fairly was even more important. Nehemiah knew to [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Space helmets from “New Point of View” Activity
What You Do: 
· Give kids their space helmets.

· Invite the kids to wear their space helmets. 
· As each kid puts on their space helmet, say, “[Kid’s name], don’t forget to use your space helmet to [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right this week.” 
· Close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for seeing our need for rescue and making things right so we can have a relationship with You forever. Please help us see everyone around us like You see them, so we can work hard to make things right this week. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, let the kids wear their helmets home as long as it’s okay with the adults! Explain that they will help them [Bottom Line] look for ways to make things right.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Hand sanitizer

· Sheets of foil crumpled into “moon rocks;” two or three for each small group
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Tray 
· Towel large enough to cover the tray
· Small items to place on the tray like matchbox cars, candy, craft supplies, other small toys, hair accessories, plastic utensils, etc.; 12-16 items
· Before group time, arrange the items on the tray and cover it with the towel. 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Astronaut Team Training 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Plastic cups; three for every four kids
· Large rubber bands; one for every four kids
· Yarn or string
· Scissors 
2. New Point of View 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Large paper grocery bags; one for each kid
· Cellophane gift wrap in any color other than clear; one square for each kid
· Tape
· Scissors
· Coloring materials
· (Optional) Large cardboard boxes instead of bags; one for each kid
3.Watch for It! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Space helmets from “New Point of View” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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