252 Kids


September 2021 • Week 1
Ready for Launch: Boldly do what needs to be done


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Makin’ Plans (Nehemiah Plans to Rebuild the Wall) • Nehemiah 1:1–2:18 

Today’s Bottom Line: Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move single and “I Run to You” from I Run to You single)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Gantry Antics
Application Activity: Someone Else’s Problem
Memory Verse Activity: Light Popcorn
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Makin’ Plans (Nehemiah Plans to Rebuild the Wall) • Nehemiah 1:1–2:18 

Today’s Bottom Line: Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids get excited about taking initiative to get things done. Pray that kids would see initiative as an opportunity to invest in the relationships they have with those they live with and spend time with at school, in the neighborhood, and on the sports field. Ask God to help all of us overcome our natural tendency to say “not my job” and instead jump in and do what needs to be done. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, crumpled foil pieces
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.
· Ask: How has the new school year been so far? (If they haven’t started yet, ask what they hope for in the new school year.)
· As kids arrive, encourage them to toss a “moon rock” around the group.
· Direct the kid who catches the moon rock to name one thing that could “start” or “begin.” (examples a school year, a vacation, a week, a test, etc.)

· For older kids, when they catch a moon rock, ask them to say a synonym for “start.” (examples begin, commence, launch, kick-off, premiere, take-off, etc.) 
· When a kid shares an answer, instruct them to toss a moon rock to someone else. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “On My List” Activity Page cards
What You Do:
· If most of your kids are readers, hand out the cards from the “On My List” Activity Page to the kids. If not, read the cards yourself.
· One by one, direct the kids to read the list they have out loud to the group without sharing the answer at the bottom of the card. 

· Instruct the group to guess who that to-do list might belong to. 
· If time allows, invite kids to make their own to-do lists, or to make to-do lists for a person/character of their choice. 
What You Say:
“These lists showed what was really important to these people! I wonder how they got all that stuff done? I wonder if they need any help? What things would be on your lists? What about on your parents’ or teacher’s? [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to hear about something that should definitely be on our to-do lists!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Gantry Antics 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Large plastic cups, poster tack
What You Do:
· Divide the group into two teams.

· Give each team the same number of cups and some poster tack.
· Direct each team to build two tall towers close together.
· Explain that gantries are the towers or platforms used to prepare a rocket for launch and give astronauts and technicians access to the rocket.
· Instruct the kids to build a gantry by stacking the cups together, using the poster tac on the bottoms of the cups to hold them together and steady.
· Direct the kids to start with one cup turned upside down on the floor. 
· Demonstrate how to put a small blob of poster tac on the bottom of the cup and attach the bottom of the next cup to it. Press firmly down inside the cup to stick the two together. 
· Show how to balance the top of the next cup on the top that is now standing upright. (Poster tac won’t stick to the lips of the cup as easily as it will to the bottom of a cup, so there is no need to use it for this step.)
· Once the kids see how it is done, direct them to continue building by sticking the bottoms of cups together to make a tall tower. 
· The team that builds the tallest gantry, wins!
· You will use the gantries again, so don’t let the kids destroy them at the end of the activity. 
What You Say:
“I’ll bet some of you never thought about who builds the gantry for a rocket launch or even knew what a gantry was! I didn’t either! Do you know who puts that astronaut ice cream into the packages? Who sews all those patches? Who cleans all the training equipment? Who figures out the best flight plan and launch date?
“There are a TON of jobs to do, no matter who you are or where you live. Some of them are definitely YOUR jobs. What are those? (Pause for responses: making bed, doing homework, cleaning up after myself, caring for pets, doing chores.) There are some jobs that are definitely NOT yours, like driving a car or paying the bills. But there are jobs that are just lying around—SOMEBODY has to do them. Can you think of any of those? (Dishes, laundry, random stuff that needs to get picked up, messy classrooms, litter in the park, sports equipment left after practice, etc.) 
“Those jobs might be technically for someone else, or they might just be things that get forgotten. It would be easy not to notice them at all and hope that they just go away. But let’s be honest, SOMEBODY has to do them. And today in our Bible story, we learned that the SOMEBODY might as well be you! [Bottom Line] Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done. 
Nehemiah didn’t wait around for the problems in Jerusalem to just go away on their own. He didn’t ask the king to send a team of other people to go fix the mess. Nehemiah decided to do something about it! He made a plan then he started it. He knew that you [Bottom Line] don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.”

*2. Someone Else’s Problem
[Live for God [Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Someone Else’s Problems” Activity Page cards, squares of light-colored fabric, foil sheets
What You Do:
· Give each kid a sheet piece of foil. 
· Hold the cards from the “Someone Else’s Problems” Activity Page face down and invite the kids to pick one.
· Instruct each kid to read their card but not show it to anyone else. 
· Direct the kids to fold the card as small as they can, put it in the middle of the piece of foil, and squish the foil piece into a ball to create a moon rock.
· Give each kid a fabric square.

· Explain that the fabric squares are “force fields” that will make anything they touch into “Someone Else’s Problem”—even the card inside the moon rock.
· Encourage kids to use the fabric to try to hide the moon rock as best they can. 
· Ask the kids to give their force-field covered moon rock to someone else so their moon rocks (with the job inside) become that new person’s problem. 
· When all the kids have a covered moon rock, ask them if they are happy that their job is now Someone Else’s Problem. 
· Ask: Did the force field work? 
· Instruct the kids to uncover and open their moon rocks. (They will find that they all have the same job!) 
What You Say:
“Well, how did that Someone Else’s Problem force field work for you? (Invite responses.) See, everyone wants someone else to do the dirty work—to finish the extra chores and take care of the annoying little things that are around us. But what if, this week, you pretended your name was SOMEONE?
“Someone has to clean up this pet’s mess. You’d say: I’m on it! 
Someone has to take this note to the office. You’d say: I’m here to help.
Someone has to carry these groceries. You’d say: I’ve got it! 
Someone has to clean up the field before we leave. You’d say: I’ll grab the trash barrel! 
“When you show initiative like that, you [Bottom Line] don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done. You just do it, as if it was your job all along. You don’t wait to be asked or offered a reward or payment, you just jump in and get going!”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When do you REALLY not like taking care of Someone Else’s Problem? 
· What do you need to think about or focus on in order to take initiative in that situation? 
· How would your parents, siblings, coaches, or teachers react this week if you [Bottom Line] don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done? Would they be surprised? Grateful? Would they notice? How would you feel? 
3. Light Popcorn
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Popcorn Poster” Activity Page, Bibles
What You Do:
· Give each kid a Bible.

· Look up the memory verse using the Bible Navigation Tips below. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Colossians in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds Colossians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Colossians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Colossians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 3, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 23 in chapter 3. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Set out the “Popcorn Poster” Activity Page.

· Gather the group in a circle.
· Instruct the group to sit down. 

· Ask the kids if they’ve ever played “popcorn” with a verse or a sentence. One person jumps up and says a word then the person beside them does the next word, etc. 
· Explain that you’ll play a different version of the game “popcorn.” In this version, you choose the kid to start and anyone can say the next word and the word after that. There are a few catches:
· If two kids say a word at the same time, the group has to start over. 
· Everyone has to say at least one word of the verse or the group has to start over.

· If no one says the next word in the verse after ten seconds, the group must start again. 

· If you have older kids, instruct them not to talk to each other to plan or strategize; not to call someone’s name; and not to point or use their hands. They can look at other kids, but can’t strategize in any way. 
· Tell the first kid the first word of the verse. 
· Eventually, the kids will be able to work together to say the verse a word at a time without prompting. 
· Be patient and remind kids not to give up. 
What You Say:
“You did it! How did it feel when you finally got to the end of the verse? (Invite answers.) How did you decide when to say what word? (Pause for responses.) 
“In this game, you had to be ready to step in with a word at any minute, and you couldn’t wait too long to do it! What would have happened if no one said a word and everyone waited for someone else to do it? (There wouldn’t be a game at all!)
“This game really shows that things do go better if you [Bottom Line] don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done. I’ve seen that happen too!”
[Make it Personal] (Share about a time you took initiative and did a job ‘someone else’ could have—or even should have—done. What happened? Or has someone shown initiative and done a job you should have done or would have had to do without their help? How did that feel?)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Fabric squares from “Someone Else’s Problem” Activity, fabric markers or permanent markers
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a fabric square and a marker.
· Direct kids to carefully write on their square [Bottom Line] Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.
· Encourage them to use the Someone Else’s Problem (SEP) Force Field to show initiative this week and put it somewhere that a lot of “SEP’s” show up in their house: the kitchen, garage, laundry room, etc. 
· When they see the SEP Force Field, remind them that this week their name is Someone Else and that they can show initiative and do what needs to be done in that place. 
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that You didn’t wait to rescue us from sin. You took initiative and sent Jesus. You planned on saving us from the moment we needed it. Please help us love and serve people that way this week—to actively look for ways to do what needs to be done. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the “Someone Else’s Problem Force Fields” and explain that kids will use them in places that have a job to be done. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Hand sanitizer

· Sheets of foil crumpled into small “moon rocks;” two to three for each small group
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “On My List” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Gantry Antics 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Large plastic cups, several sets (You’ll use these again next week.) 
· Poster tack
*2. Someone Else’s Problem
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Someone Else’s Problems” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one card for each kid
· Squares of light-colored fabric, one for each kid (These can be cut up kitchen towels, bulk cotton/muslin fabric cut into squares, or blank bandanas.)
· Foil sheets; one for each kid
3. Light Popcorn 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Popcorn Poster” Activity Page on brightly colored paper; one for each small group

· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Fabric Squares from “Someone Else’s Problem” Activity
· Fabric markers or permanent markers
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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