252 Kids


 September 2021 • Week 1

Ready for Launch: Boldly do what needs to be done


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Makin’ Plans (Nehemiah Plans to Rebuild the Wall) • Nehemiah 1:1–2:18 

Today’s Bottom Line: Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move single and “I Run to You” from I Run to You single)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Gantry Antics
Application Activity: Someone Else’s Problem
Memory Verse Activity: Light Popcorn
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Makin’ Plans (Nehemiah Plans to Rebuild the Wall) • Nehemiah 1:1–2:18 

Today’s Bottom Line: Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.

Monthly Memory Verse: Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23a (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the box of supplies.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Greetings, earthlings! I’m really glad you’re here, because this month is going to be out of this world. We’re taking things to the final frontier. We’re getting ‘ready for launch’ so we can boldly do what needs to be done.

“That’s going to take some initiative!
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Initiative is seeing what needs to be done and doing it.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“Astronauts depend on their initiative to keep them safe. When they see what needs to be done, they don’t just ignore it. They do something about it. You and I can take initiative, too—right here on Earth. There are lots of things around us that need to be done. With God’s help, we can SEE those things . . . then do something to help!

“We’ll definitely need some initiative today for our space travel challenge. In just a minute, you’ll pair up [or group up]—and together, you’ll use these supplies (hold up the box) to make a stomp rocket. We’ll take turns launching, and the rocket that travels the farthest will be our winner!
Have kids get in small teams of two or three (or more, if you have a larger group of kids). Try to pair younger kids with older so they’re more evenly divided. Give each team their supplies and instruction card.
“Okay, everyone listen up while I explain what to do.

Quickly go through the steps on the instruction card, while holding up the items and demonstrating.
“You have two minutes to make your stomp rocket. On your mark, get set, GO!
Set a timer on your phone for two minutes.

Walk around the room and make sure everyone knows what to do. Help the kids if needed. Call out the time intervals (one minute left, 30 seconds left), and count down the last 10 seconds out loud.
“Okay, hands in the air. Let’s see who can give their rocket the farthest launch!
One by one, invite the groups to stand behind the line and test their rockets. Keep track of which group launched which rocket. (This can be easier if you use different-colored straws . . . or you could have one kid from each group stand next to their rocket after they’ve launched it.)
When all groups have gone, congratulate the group whose rocket went the farthest, and collect all the supplies in the box.

“You all did a great job on those rockets! It was NOT easy getting something ready for launch in such a short amount of time . . . but you all showed some real initiative. Let’s keep that initiative going as we stand up to sing and worship God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we get started, watch this.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“When we see something that needs to be done, we can take initiative and do it. After all, we’re not just doing it or ourselves, or even for others; we’re also doing it for God! We can make a move and take initiative for Him. In fact, let’s make a move right now as we sing to God and tell Him how much we love Him!
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Made to Move single
Optional Video (Media Package): “Make a Move” Dance Moves Music Video
“It’s so good to know that God has a purpose for our lives. Like Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:10 (NIrV), ‘We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.’ God can help us as we work to do those good things for others. He is with us, no matter what. We can always run to Him! Let’s keep worshipping Him together.
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 1 from I Run to You single
“Nice job, everyone. You can have a seat.”

BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background
Stand behind the table. Place the prop box on one side of the table (on the left side from audience view).

Setting up the story
LEADER: “God always had a special plan for His people. And the people promised to remain faithful to God and follow His ways. But time after time, they kept turning away from God. So God allowed enemy armies to take His people captive and carry them off to the Babylonian Empire—far, far away!

Pick up the prop box and move to the opposite side of the table. Place the prop box back down on the table.

“After 70 years, some of God’s people were allowed to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. (Reference the ‘Jerusalem’ side of the table.) But back in the Babylonian Empire—which was now part of Persia—the Jewish people had made lives for themselves. One Jewish man named Nehemiah had become quite important. He was the cupbearer to the king.

Pull out the goblet.

“A cupbearer was like a bodyguard who checked to make sure no one put poison in the king’s drink. The king must have really trusted Nehemiah to put him in an important position like that.”
Set the goblet down on the table.
news from home
LEADER: “But even though it had been nearly 150 years since God’s people had left Jerusalem, Nehemiah’s heart was always in his homeland. (Reference the ‘Jerusalem’ side of the table.)
“One day, Nehemiah’s brother Hanani and some other men returned from a trip to Judah. Nehemiah had a chance to find out some news. He asked them about the city of Jerusalem and the people there. Here’s what the men told him.

Open the Bible to Nehemiah 1:3 (NIrV) and read.

“Some of the people who returned are still alive. They are back in the land of Judah. But they are having a hard time. They are ashamed. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down. Its gates have been burned with fire.”
“This was terrible news! Back then, a city without walls wasn’t safe. This meant that Jerusalem could be attacked at any time, and the people wouldn’t be able to defend themselves.
Pull out the box of tissues.

“Nehemiah sat down and wept. He was so sad that he couldn’t even eat for several days.
Set the tissues down on the table.

“He prayed to God. 

Open the Bible to Nehemiah 1:5-6 (NIrV) and read.
“Lord, you are the God of heaven. You are a great and wonderful God. . . Please pay careful attention to my prayer. See how your people are suffering. Please listen to me. I’m praying to you day and night. I’m praying for the people of Israel.

“Nehemiah told God that he knew he and the rest of the people had sinned. They hadn’t obeyed the laws that God had given them. They hadn’t followed God the way they should have. But Nehemiah also reminded God of the promise God had made to His people that if they returned to Him, He would bring them back together again.

“Then Nehemiah asked God for help.
Open the Bible to Nehemiah 1:11 (NIrV) and read.
“Lord, please pay careful attention to my prayer. Listen to the prayers of all of us. We take delight in bringing honor to your name. Give me success today when I bring my request to King Artaxerxes.

“Nehemiah was sad about the news from his homeland, and he wanted to do something to help.”
the big ask
LEADER: “One day, the king noticed that Nehemiah looked sad. Nehemiah told the king what had happened—that Jerusalem had been destroyed, and the city gates had been burned. 

“Then God gave Nehemiah the courage to do something very bold. Nehemiah asked the king to let him go rebuild Jerusalem.
Pull out all but one of the “letters.”
“He asked the king for letters to the governors west of the Euphrates so that he could travel safely. 
Pull out the final “letter.”
“He also asked for a letter to the keeper of the royal park, so that he could have logs to build with. The king not only gave Nehemiah everything he requested, but he also sent army officers and horsemen to help Nehemiah on his quest!
“Nehemiah had everything he needed, so he headed out for Jerusalem.”
Set down the letters. Slide the prop box down the table until you’re on the “Jerusalem” side.
surveying the damage
LEADER: “Nehemiah reached the city of Jerusalem. But, at first, he didn’t tell anyone about his plans to rebuild the city. A few days after arriving, he set out during the night with a few others to see the damage to the walls.
Pull out the lantern/headlamp/flashlight and turn it on.

“As they walked, Nehemiah saw the devastation for himself. Jagged piles of rock lay everywhere. The gates were gone, with scorched, gaping holes in their place. It was such a big job. They could only fix it with God’s help!
“Nehemiah circled what was left of the wall.
Turn off the lantern/headlamp/flashlight and set it down on the table.

“The next morning, he called together the priests, nobles, and officials.
“He said to them . . . 
Open the Bible to Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NIrV). Hold up the megaphone as you read.

“You can see the trouble we’re in. Jerusalem has been destroyed. Fire has burned up its gates. Come on. Let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Then people won’t be ashamed anymore.
“Nehemiah told the officials how God had helped him so far. He explained how the king had allowed him to travel to Jerusalem so he could help.
Set the megaphone down on the table.

“The officials could see that God was with Nehemiah—and that God would be with them, too. They said, ‘Let’s start rebuilding.’ (Nehemiah 2:18, NIrV) The rest of the people of Jerusalem got on board, too. God moved their hearts to help Nehemiah. 
Pull out the tools, hard hat, etc.

“And together, they began the gigantic job of repairing the walls and gates of Jerusalem.”
Set the tools down on the table. Walk in front of the table as you wrap up.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “No one expected Nehemiah to show up and fix the wall. I mean, think about it: he was all the way back in the land of Persia (point to the side of the table with the goblet), with a pretty cushy job serving the king. But when Nehemiah heard about the damage to Jerusalem, he knew that he couldn’t wait for someone else to fix it. He needed to be a part of the solution.

“That’s what initiative is all about. It’s seeing what needs to be doing and DOING it—not waiting around and hoping someone ELSE will do it. Nehemiah took initiative to help; and that’s something you and I can do, too.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.
“Let’s ask God to help us take initiative like Nehemiah did.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for the amazing example of initiative we have in Nehemiah. When Nehemiah heard what was wrong in Jerusalem, he didn’t wait for someone else to do something. He stepped up to help! We know there are problems all around us, every day, and we know that You can help us be part of the solution. Please give us wisdom to see how we can help, then give us the initiative to get out there and DO it. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Showing initiative means getting things done—not waiting for someone else to do it. It means you don’t just SEE what needs to be done, but you do something about it. That’s what Nehemiah did when he rallied the people to help him rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. 

“Remember, God has a big plan for this world, and He has a plan for us, too. Each of us has an important part to play. We know that we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what and He can do great things through us when we’re willing to be a part of what He’s doing all around us.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be done.”
LEADER: “That’s right! Remember, Jesus Himself showed us what this looked like. When Jesus saw a need, He did something about it. He healed people who needed healing. He taught people who needed to learn. And He took care of our greatest need when He died on the cross for our sins!
“When we take initiative, it might not be something huge like repairing a city. It might be something small—something that helps solve a problem or makes things better for other people. Like picking up a piece of trash on the ground and throwing it away—even though you didn’t put it there. Or clearing the dishes after dinner, even if you weren’t the one who left them there. Or maybe standing up for a kid at school when others say mean things about him.
“Initiative can be hard work. But it’s worth it! So what do you think? Are you ‘ready for launch’? Are you ready to boldly do what needs to be done? We’ll talk some more about what that means in Small Group, so let’s go!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader
· Box

· Stomp rocket kits (one kit for each group of kids; see “What You Do”)

· Gallon-size plastic bags
· Empty Capri Sun® or other plastic juice pouch
· Small, flexible drinking straw that bends (this should NOT be the straw from the juice pouch)
· Large, straight smoothie straw (which must fit over the smaller straw)—ideally in lots of different colors, so you can differentiate the “rockets” from each other
· Tape
· Stomp Rocket Instruction Card (printed from the LG Assets PDF)
· Masking tape (to make a “launch line”)

· Leader’s phone
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Stomp Rocket Instruction Cards (printable)
Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Create a stomp rocket ahead of time, so you can test out the instructions with your supplies. For example, you may need to cut a small slit in the juice pouch, to slightly enlarge the hole so that the flexible straw can fit inside. Or you may need to cut the smoothie straws in half so they stay on top of the flexible straws.
· Once you’re sure the supplies will work, assemble the kits using the gallon-size plastic bags, then place all the kits in the box.

· You’ll need one kit for each group. We suggest having two or three kids per group, but you may want to have more kids in each group if you have larger attendance overall.
· Tape a line on the floor for a launching point.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move single
· “I Run to You” from I Run to You single
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Make a Move” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Prop box containing:

· Goblet

· Box of tissues

· Several empty envelopes (“letters”)

· A lantern, headlamp, or flashlight
· Megaphone

· A few small tools for rebuilding (small shovel, bricks, hard hat, etc.)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Place the table and prop box on the stage, but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday

Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: Ready for Launch Rocket Ship

Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun

1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.

2. A device that is very useful for a particular job


Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

This fun, retro rocket doesn’t just LOOK cool. It’ll also help families remember to take initiative. Kids are challenged to say the memory verse (Colossians 3:23a) every time they give the rocket a squeeze. Then they can look around to see what needs to be done—like dishes that need to be cleared, laundry on the floor, or a friend who could use some encouragement. After that, it’s time to launch into action and boldly do something to help!
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