252 Kids


August 2021 • Week 5
Dig Deep: Discover what matters most


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2021, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Brand New (Renew Your Mind) • Romans 12:2
Today’s Bottom Line: Never stop growing in wisdom.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from I Run to You single and “I Can Always Trust You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Transform on Target
Application Activity: Wisdom Excavation
Memory Verse Activity: Wisdom Words
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Brand New (Renew Your Mind) • Romans 12:2
Today’s Bottom Line: Never stop growing in wisdom.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to give kids the wisdom to be people who do things out of wisdom, not just because everyone else does them. Pray that kids would be continuously transformed by the Holy Spirit and the renewal of their minds. Thank God for the opportunity to be used by Him to guide kids in their transformation. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.
· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.

· As kids arrive, ask them in what ways they’ve grown this past summer. 
· Ask questions like: 
· Have you gotten better at a sport or skill? 
· Have you kept up with your chores? 
· Have you been more patient with your family? 
· Spend some time talking about this past summer and the new challenges and opportunities the kids face in the school year. 
· If you’re in the southern hemisphere, ask kids about the middle of the year. How have they grown these first few months of the school year? What goals do they have for the rest of the year?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Will It Grow Cards” Activity Page cards, bells or buzzers
What You Do:
· Divide the group into two teams. 
· Give each team a buzzer.
· Use the cards and ask both teams if [word on card] will grow. 
· Instruct the kids that the first one to buzz in and answer correctly gets a point for their team. 
· Make sure all kids get a chance to answer—call on specific kids for answers if needed.
· Keep track of the points.
· The winning team can lead the group into Large Group. 
What You Say:
“Some things will grow, and some things just don’t. We usually grow things like plants that can help us eat, build homes, make medicine, or make something in our lives better. [Transition] Let’s go hear about something that we can grow that will help our whole lives!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Transform on Target 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: White paper, a target (hula hoop, basket, or bucket), (optional) “Airplane Instructions” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Set the “target” in the center of the room.

· Arrange the kids in a circle around the target, several steps away. 
· Give each kid a piece of paper.

· Ask the kids to toss the paper into the target, without folding, crumpling, or bending it in any way. (This will not work well for obvious reasons!) 
· Hand out more paper and let the kids make paper airplanes. 
· If they’re not sure how to do it, use the “Airplane Instructions” Activity Page to help. 
· When everyone has a plane, let them try to fly the planes into the target. (This should work better!) 
· If kids have a hard time with the airplanes, direct them to crumple paper into a tight ball and try again. 
What You Say:
“When paper is made, it’s pressed tightly to become flat and smooth. That’s fine for paper, but not great for airplanes! 
“Our Scripture today reminds us that we need to transform—that means to change—our way of thinking. We need to be flexible so that we can change according to what God wants us to be, instead of staying in one shape like flat paper. When we learn new ways to be wise, we change our thinking! Then we can be anything—a better friend, a diligent student, or a helpful sibling. 
“How do you think you need to transform your thinking this week? (Allow for responses such as not complaining about homework or going back to school; doing chores without complaining; obeying parents or babysitters, etc.) How does this help you become who God wants you to be?
“If we keep transforming into who God wants us to be, we will [Bottom Line] never stop growing in wisdom!” 
[Make it Personal] (Share a way that you transformed your thoughts lately—are you working on complaining less? Being more thoughtful with your words around your friends? Choosing to interact kindly on social media?) 

2. Wisdom Excavation 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Wisdom Excavation Pictures” Activity Page cards, kiddie pool or tub/bucket, coins, sand or filler, digging tools, a timer or timer app, (optional) actual objects from the “Wisdom Excavation Pictures” Activity Page

What You Do:
· Pair up the kids.
· Place the kiddie pool or tub in the middle of the area.

· Add the “Wisdom Excavation Pictures” and the coins to the pool then cover them with the sand or other filler. 
· Give each kid a digging tool.

· Direct each pair to select a spot to be their “base.” 
· Explain that one at a time, a kid can leave their base and dig for 30 seconds for a “Wisdom Excavation Picture” or coins at the pool.
· After 30 seconds, they take any loot they have and run it back to their base. 
· Once at their base, their partner can run to the pool and dig for 30 seconds. 
· Keep track of 30 seconds with the timer.

· When the pool is empty of pictures and coins, see who has the most of each. 
· The winners are the kids with the most treasure.
What You Say:
“What can you tell me about . . . (show the Wisdom Excavation Pictures one at a time, letting kids respond with which Bible Story from this past month matches that picture). 
“These have all been stories about wisdom! In most of our Bible Stories in Large Group, we heard about people who made wise choices . . . and a few who didn’t. What was your favorite story this month? Why? 
“We’ve learned so much about wisdom this month! What is the most important thing you’ve learned about wisdom? (Invite responses.) Even though this month of wisdom hunting is over, you [Bottom Line] never stop growing in wisdom when you follow Jesus. Look for wisdom from wise people, in the Bible, and from God when you pray.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Do you know anyone who thinks they are already totally wise and don’t have anything more to learn? What are they like? 
· How do you know if you’re getting better at making wise choices? 

What’s one area where you think you need to let God change your mind and grow you in wisdom? 

3. Wisdom Words
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Wisdom Words Code” Activity Pages, pens or pencils, Bibles
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Wisdom Words Code” and a pen or pencil.

· Instruct them to figure out the message using the code. Older kids can help younger ones if necessary. 
· Use the Bible to check and make sure the messages match the verse.
· If time allows, pair up younger and older kids. 
· Challenge them to make their own code and write one of our Bottom Lines from this past month in it. 
· They can trade and have other teams guess their code.
· Bottom Lines: 


· Wisdom is worth searching for.

· Trust God to give you wisdom.

· Think before you act. 
· Hang out with wise people.

· Never stop growing in wisdom. 
What You Say:
“You figured out the hidden message! Since we can ask God for wisdom any time we need it, we will [Bottom Line] never stop growing in wisdom. God’s wisdom is infinite—that means it has no end. We can keep learning wisdom from Him more and more our whole lives. 
“We already know we can ask God for the wisdom we need right now—like choosing friends and making good choices. But what kind of wisdom will you need from God later in your life? (Learning hard school subjects; resisting peer pressure; spending money wisely; choosing good friends; learning to drive; choosing a college or profession; marriage) 
“You will always need wisdom from God, and He will always be willing to help you grow!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Coins from “Wisdom Excavation” Activity
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a few coins.

· Remind kids that they have explored a lot of wisdom this month! 
· Tell the kids to put the coins in a place where they’ll help them remember to [Bottom Line] never stop growing in wisdom. 
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that Your wisdom never runs out! We can always trust You to help us make the wise choice. Help us learn to trust You and [Bottom Line] never stop growing in wisdom. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the extra “wisdom” coins with the kids.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container 
· Hand sanitizer

2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Will It Grow Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Two bells or buzzers
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Transform on Target
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Several sheets of white paper for each kid
· Target; such as, a hula hoop, basket, or bucket
· (Optional) Print “Airplane Instructions” Activity Page; one for each small group
2. Wisdom Excavation
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print the “Wisdom Excavation Pictures” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one set for each small group
· (Optional) Any of the actual objects from the Wisdom Excavation Pictures
· Small kiddie pool or a large tub or bucket
· Plastic coins, chocolate coins, or real coins (even pennies) 
· Filler: playground sand, shredded gift bag filler, rice 
· Tools to dig with: spoons, paintbrushes, or small beach shovels 
· A timer or timer app
3. Wisdom Words
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Wisdom Words Code” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Pens or pencils
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Coins from “Wisdom Excavation” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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