252 Kids


August 2021 • Week 4
Dig Deep: Discover what matters most


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Foolish Heart (Rehoboam Listens to Fools) • 2 Chronicles 10
(supporting: Proverbs 13:20)
Today’s Bottom Line: Hang out with wise people.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love and “Even When” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Wise Words
Application Activity: Wisdom Awards
Memory Verse Activity: Fishing for Wisdom
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Foolish Heart (Rehoboam Listens to Fools) • 2 Chronicles 10
(supporting: Proverbs 13:20)
Today’s Bottom Line: Hang out with wise people.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic truth: I need to make the wise choice.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for the kids who are currently in a group of unwise friends. Pray that God would give them the wisdom to navigate those friendships and that they can influence those friends for the better or gracefully exit those relationships. Ask God to guide kids as they enter into new friendships to have the freedom to choose wise friends and the wisdom to BE wise friends. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, scrap paper, pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.
· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.
· Give each kid a piece of scrap paper and a pencil as they arrive. 
· Invite them to write down a very “wise” or “smart” character from television, social media, books, or movies. 
· Ask the kids to share who they wrote down.

· Of the characters the kids came up with, choose two characters and let kids vote on who has more wisdom.
· Play several tournament-style rounds until kids choose the wisest character of them all. 
· Ask: Why did you vote or not vote for [character’s name]? 
· What makes them wise?
· What makes [different character’s name] wiser? 
· How do you know? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Colorful paper, scissors, glue sticks, colored pencils or markers, phone or tablet to view instructions
What You Do:
· Watch the video together.

· Set out the supplies. 
· Direct the kids to make a bracelet.
· Demonstrate how to cut the paper into a large square. 
· Show the kids how to fold the paper corner to corner, making a large triangle.
· Direct the kids to unfold the paper and color a border around the corner of the “top” triangle. Coloring a few different layers will make the bracelet more colorful. 
· Demonstrate how to fold the bottom triangle up, stopping just at the colored border. 
· Flip the triangle over and fold the bottom of the triangle up in small sections, over and over again, until the folds reach the tip of the triangle.
· Once the kids have folded to the tops of the triangle, glue the triangle tip down. 
· Shape the thick band into a circle as a bracelet, and glue the ends together, overlapping slightly to get the best fit and seal.
· Once the kids have made a bracelet for themselves, encourage them to make another for a friend.
What You Say:
“Often, kids make bracelets to give to friends—some are like these and some are made from yarn or thread. These friendship bracelets are given to friends to symbolize that you trust them to be loyal and true! [Transition] Let’s go hear about some friends who did NOT deserve a friendship bracelet and whose foolishness really hurt their so-called friend.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Wise Words 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Wise Words Labels” Activity Pages, “Wise Words Cards” Activity Page, hula hoops
What You Do:
· Set the hula hoops on the floor of your small group area, slightly overlapping to make a space in the middle like a Venn diagram. 
· Set the “Wise” label inside one hoop and the “Foolish” label inside the other. Place the “Not Sure” label inside the overlapping area.
· Choose one kid to go first.

· Read the kid a “Wise Words Card” and direct them to place the card in the section of hula hoop where they think it should go.
· Remind the group that “not sure” is a valid choice! Sometimes we’re not sure if what someone say is wise. 
· Once everyone has chosen a card and placed it, take the cards in the “not sure” section and read them again. 
· See if the group can come to a consensus whether that advice is wise or foolish. 
· When all cards have been sorted, gather for some conversation.
What You Say:
“What was the easiest Wise Word Card to sort? (Invite responses.) What was the most difficult? (Invite responses.) And there were a few that you weren’t sure about like (select a card that was in the Not Sure pile).
“One of the best ways to collect wise words and to make sure what you listen to is wisdom, is to [Bottom Line] hang out with wise people. What kind of wise people might say the things on these cards? (Allow kids to read specific cards and answer: a doctor, a teacher, a parent, a coach, etc.) 
“Wise people say wise things, and wise people follow their advice! How can you be wise and do what these cards say? (Invite discussion on specific cards. ‘Keep your body healthy by eating nutritious food’ might mean giving up junk food, cutting down on soda, drinking more water, trying new fruits/vegetables.) 
“Rehoboam’s young friends were NOT wise. They gave him foolish advice, and what’s worse is that he took it! Have you ever taken foolish advice from a friend? (Invite responses.) I think we all do that sometimes. 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate time when you took foolish advice from a friend—usually this is in the form of a dare or peer pressure to do something wrong then hide it.) 
“The best way to ensure that we hear wise advice is to [Bottom Line] hang out with wise people.”

2. Wisdom Awards 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Wisdom Awards” Activity Pages, coloring materials, (optional) art supplies such as stickers, confetti, and glitter glue
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Wisdom Award.”
· Set out the coloring materials and optional art supplies.
· Encourage the kids to think carefully about someone in their lives—a friend, teacher, leader, coach—who has shared wise words with them or who can be counted on to help them make the wise choice. 
· Direct the kids to fill out the award for that person.

· After kids fill out the awards, give them time to color and decorate. 
· Set the awards in a safe place until the end of group time. 
What You Say:
“It looks like you guys already know how to [Bottom Line] hang out with wise people! There are a lot of wise people in our lives.
“How do you know that someone is wise? (Invite comments.) Yes, it’s by what they do and say. If someone says wise-sounding stuff but lives foolishly, are they really wise? (Invite answers.) They might say wise things, but they’re not really doing them. 
“What if someone quietly makes the wise choice all the time—are they wise, even if they don’t go around giving advice? (Invite discussion.) You might need to think about what they would do in a situation, even if they don’t say much out loud. Or you could ask them for advice about something specific.
“Then there are people who make foolish choices over and over. They give attitude to their teachers and parents; talk badly about other kids; break the rules; and get angry super easily. Sometimes these kids are your classmates or teammates. Sometimes they’re even your friends! You might not be sure WHY they act that way, but you know it’s not right. What do you do?” (Hang out with them in a safe place like your house or at school; try not to follow them into bad choices; give them some wisdom about what they’re doing.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How do you deal with friends who make foolish choices and want you to go along with them? 
· How can you get some space from a foolish friend without hurting their feelings? 
· Is it okay to have unwise friends if you try to be the wise friend and help them grow in wisdom? Why or why not?
3. Fishing for Wisdom 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles, Go Fish! card game, (optional) deck of playing cards instead of Go Fish!
What You Do:
· Play Go Fish! with the group. 
· If you have a large group, split the group in half and have the two groups play separate games.
· If you need a refresher for the rules of Go Fish! and you’re playing with a regular deck of cards: 
· Give each kid five cards. 
· Place the rest of the deck face down in the middle. 
· Play starts with the youngest kid and goes clockwise around the circle. 
· The point of the game is to make sets—four of a kind. 
· On your turn, look at your cards. 
· If you have four of a kind on your turn, put them down face up in front of you. 
· If you don’t have four of a kind, ask a kid for any specific card you need.
· If the kid has any of those cards, they must give them to you. If not, they can tell you “go fish.” 
· To “go fish,” draw the top card from the deck in the middle.
· Your turn ends when you get the cards from either another player or the deck in the middle.
· For younger kids who might have trouble juggling a lot of cards, create a “hand limit.” Kids who have more than seven cards can discard any extra cards to the bottom of the draw pile. 
What You Say:
(Read James 1:5 to refresh memories.) “This game let you ask for what you needed from your friends. How is that like our memory verse? (We can ask God for wisdom when we need it. He is our friend and He will give it to us.)
“One of the ways that God gives us wisdom is through the people in our lives. We can find people to imitate, follow, and listen to who lead us to be more like Jesus. Who is like that in your life? (Let kids talk about who can give them spiritual wisdom. You can add your own—from your pastors to Small Group Leaders to characters in Biblical cartoons.) 
“You can hear wisdom from God when you [Bottom Line] hang out with wise people.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Wisdom Awards from Activity 2 or bracelets from the “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· Give out the Wisdom Awards or bracelets.
· Invite the kids to pray silently and thank God for the people in their lives who have given them wisdom.
· Close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for all of these people in our lives who help us grow in wisdom! Please help us [Bottom Line] hang out with wise people so we can learn more about how to follow You and live wisely. We love You, and we pray these things in Your name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, ask for families’ help in delivering the Wisdom Awards or bracelets to their intended recipients.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Offering container 
· Hand sanitizer

· Scrap paper 
· Pencils 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Colorful paper
· Glue sticks
· Scissors for all kids
· Colored pencils or markers
· Phone or tablet with internet connection to view the instructional video:
· YouTube™: Krokotak Paper Bracelets (There are also instructions on Krokotak.com.)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Wise Words 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Wise Words Labels” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one set for each small group
· Print the “Wise Words Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Two hula hoops
2. Wisdom Awards 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Wisdom Awards” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid
· Coloring materials 
· (Optional) Art supplies such as stickers, confetti, and glitter glue
3. Fishing for Wisdom 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Go Fish! Card game; one set for each small group or two sets if you have a large group
· (Optional) Deck of playing cards, if you can’t find a Go Fish! game
· Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Bracelets from Opening Activity or Wisdom Awards from Activity 2 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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