252 Kids


August 2021 • Week 1
Dig Deep: Discover what matters most


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Grow as We Go (Jesus Grows in Wisdom) • Luke 2:41-52 

Today’s Bottom Line: Wisdom is worth searching for.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from I Run to You single and “Trust You with My Heart” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Postcards from Jerusalem
Application Activity: Finding Wisdom Part 1
Memory Verse Activity: Finding Wisdom Part 2
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Grow as We Go (Jesus Grows in Wisdom) • Luke 2:41-52 

Today’s Bottom Line: Wisdom is worth searching for.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids begin to value wisdom and seek it in everything they do. Pray that your kids would leave today armed with the knowledge of where wisdom comes from and what they can do to grow in it. Thank God for the wisdom He gives us each and every day. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, plastic cups, ping-pong ball
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to small group.
· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.

· As kids arrive, challenge them to “keep their eye on the ball.” 
· Turn all three cups upside down in the middle of your small group area. 
· Place the ping-pong ball under one of the three cups.
· Move the cups around rapidly. Never lift them from the floor or table so the ball is pushed along with the cup and kids can’t see it move. 
· Ask the kids to find the ball after you move the cups for a few seconds. 
· Let the kids challenge each other by being the one who moves the cups.
· Allow any kid who wants to, move the cups.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Play a memory game.

· Gather the kids in a circle and say, “I was coming home from [vacation destination or attraction in your area], when I realized I left [something easily lost—like phone or wallet] behind!” 
· Instruct the next kid to repeat the sentence, naming what you forgot and adding their own.
· For example: I was coming home from Boston when I realized I left my phone and keys behind!
· Continue around the circle. Each kid recites what everyone before them forgot and adds their own item. 
· If a kid forgets an item that came before them, they are “out” for this round.
· Continue until one kid wins by remembering everything that the rest of the kids forgot. 
· Play several rounds, changing up the location you returned from. 
What You Say:
“You remembered so much! I don’t think any of you would leave something important behind on your way home from [location]. [Transition] But let’s go hear about a family who realized they’d left behind a whole person when they returned from the city!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Postcards from Jerusalem 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Postcards from Jerusalem” Activity Pages, colored pencils or markers
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Postcards from Jerusalem” Activity Page.

· Set out the coloring materials.
· Encourage the kids to draw a picture from the family’s trip to Jerusalem on one side—something that was mentioned in today’s Bible story. 
· If they’re stuck, here are some suggestions.
· Temple

· Bible-times house where Jesus’ family might have stayed
· Tents set up (as they traveled)
· Camels
· Palm trees
· Passover feast or a cup and bread 
· Marketplace 
· On the reverse side of the postcard, instruct the younger kids to write a simple caption for their picture on the front. 
· Encourage older kids to write as if sending an actual postcard to a friend.
What You Say:
“These are some great postcards! I feel like I’ve really been to Jerusalem. The beginning of our story starts out normal enough—a road trip, a big family meal, some time in the city, everyone scrambling to pack up and get home. Have you ever had a trip like that? (Invite some discussion.) At the end of our story, though, people ran back to the city and desperately searched. Who did Mary and Joseph search for? (Jesus) 
“They were looking everywhere for Jesus! Have you ever gotten separated from your family somewhere? (Invite the kids to share a story or two but try to keep it short!) It’s frantic for both of you! You probably weren’t doing anything wrong to get separated from them, and they didn’t leave you on purpose. You were focused on different things, and maybe it was busy. That’s probably what happened in our story, too. 
“When Mary and Joseph finally found Jesus, they discovered He was searching for something, too! What was it? (wisdom) Yes, that’s right. Jesus was talking with the leaders and teachers. He was asking lots of questions. What do you think He might have asked? (Invite answers.) 
“Even Jesus looked for wisdom. Jesus knew that [Bottom Line] wisdom is worth searching for. Since even Jesus searched for wisdom, I know that I need it, too! How about you? Do you think you need wisdom? Why?” (Invite answers) 

2. Finding Wisdom Part 1
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Two large bowls, plastic spoons, and 
Option 1: SCRABBLE® tiles or letter beads
Option 2: Alpha-Bits® cereal, letter-shaped dried pasta, SCRABBLE® Cheez-It® crackers, or ABC canned spaghetti; and two paper plates
What You Do:
· Fill the bowls with whatever letter material you chose.
· Set the two bowls on one side of your small group area.
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Line the two teams up on the opposite side from the bowls. 
· Give each kid a plastic spoon.
· Instruct the first kid on each team to run to the bowl and use their spoon to dig around and find the first letter in “wisdom”: W.
· Once the kid finds the “W,” instruct them to scoop it onto their spoon and run back to their team. If they have food, direct them to put the letter on the plate and hand their plate to the next kid on their team. Otherwise, they can put the letter behind their team on the floor.
· Direct the next kid on the team to run with their spoon (and plate if a food item), find “I,” and return to the team. 
· Play continues until all letters of “wisdom” are found by one team. 
What You Say:
“Look at that! You found wisdom! In this game, [Bottom Line] wisdom is worth searching for, literally. You knew exactly where to look for wisdom in our game, but where would you find wisdom in your normal life when you need it most? (Invite answers.) 
“Yes! You could do what Jesus did in our Bible story today—ask good questions of people who have a lot of wisdom like leaders here at church or adults at your school. You could talk to your grown-ups at home. If they don’t know the wisest answer to your questions, they will do their best to help you and find out. You can also read the Bible. It is FULL of wisdom! What is one wise thing you have learned from the Bible? (Invite answers.) 
“Sometimes, you might have to ask a few different people your questions or get help to find it in the Bible. But I promise that, no matter how long it takes, [Bottom Line] wisdom is worth searching for.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· You’re about the age that Jesus was in our story. What do you think He wanted wisdom about?
· If you could ask any leader or teacher for wise advice, who would it be? What would you ask?
· How do you know if you or someone else is wise? What does it mean to be wise?
3. Finding Wisdom Part 2 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Page cards frozen inside muffin tins, Bibles, wooden spoons, butter knives, or screwdrivers (tools), (optional) large tubs or buckets and tarps (if activity is indoors)
What You Do:
· This game is best played outside in sunny weather if at all possible.
· If you play the game inside, provide two large tubs or buckets for kids to use while they excavate the cards. Also consider tarps to protect your floors.
· Look up James 1:5 together as a group with the Bible Navigation Tips below.
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Give each team a set of the frozen “Verse Cards” and some “tools.” 
· The first team to excavate their Verse Cards and put them in order, wins! (They can use their Bibles for reference.)
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find James in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds James, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find James. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find James, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 5 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“You searched hard for wisdom! Wow! Wasn’t that a fun way to discover our new memory verse? We know from our Bible Story that [Bottom Line] wisdom is worth searching for, but our verse adds another idea. When you’re searching for wisdom, you can ask God for it! That makes total sense. God has all the wisdom! 
“If you ask God for wisdom, like our verse says, what do you think happens next? How does God give you wisdom?” (Invite responses. Encourage older kids to share about times they were in situations that they needed to make a wise choice. How did they know the wise thing to do?) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you prayed for wisdom. What happened? What did you pray? What happened next? If you feel God gave you wisdom, how did He do it—through the Bible, someone’s words, a song? Reassure kids that wisdom is something everyone needs even as adults or teenagers, and that God can use many ways to give us wisdom.)

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Camera 
What You Do: 
· If possible and weather permits, do this activity outside for better airflow.
· If not, have kids make the letters individually instead of grouping up to make a letter together.
· Guide kids to make the letters for “WISDOM” on the floor with their bodies.
· Make one letter at a time. Take a picture of each letter and send the pictures to parents. 

· If you can, keep sibling groups together. 
· Gather everyone to close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we know that [Bottom Line] wisdom is worth searching for, and that You are the source of all wisdom. Please be with us this week as we try to make the wise choice and trust in You. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the “Postcards from Jerusalem.” Tell the adults to watch their emails for the WISDOM pictures from the prayer activity!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Hand sanitizer

· Three plastic cups
· Ping-pong ball
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Postcards from Jerusalem
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Postcards from Jerusalem” Activity Page on white cardstock and cut out; one card for each kid
· Colored pencils or markers
*2. Finding Wisdom Part 1
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Two large bowls 
· Plastic spoons; one for each kid
· Option 1: two sets of SCRABBLE® letter tiles or a large bag of letter beads
· Option 2: Alpha-Bits® cereal, letter-shaped dried pasta, SCRABBLE® Cheez-It® crackers, or ABC canned spaghetti; and two paper plates
3. Finding Wisdom Part 2
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print “Verse Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, two sets for each small group.

· Bibles
· Two muffin tins (each for one dozen, full-sized muffins)
· Water
· Packing tape or clear contact paper
· Heavy wooden spoons, butter knives, or screwdrivers for tools
· Before group time, use the tape or contact paper to cover the verse cards at least twice. Make sure the words are still visible through the covering.
· Roll up each verse card.

· Place one card in each muffin tin cup.

· Cover the card with water.
· Freeze for at least four hours.
· Optional (if doing the activity indoors):

· Two bins or buckets

· Tarps
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Camera 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app. 
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