252 Kids


August 2021 • Week 3

Dig Deep: Discover what matters most


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2021, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Think (Wise People See Danger) • Proverbs 22:3 

Today’s Bottom Line: Think before you act.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Can Always Trust You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop and “Even When” from This Love)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Stop. Think. Act.
Application Activity: Watch Out!
Memory Verse Activity: Danger Ahead!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Think (Wise People See Danger) • Proverbs 22:3 

Today’s Bottom Line: Think before you act.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
Leader enters, again wearing an archeological hat and carrying a shovel.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “It’s another great day here at [your environment’s name]—a great day to do a little digging! (Pretend to dig with your shovel.) Okay, maybe there isn’t any buried treasure here on this stage. But I DO know of a type of treasure that we can spend our whole lives trying to find: wisdom!
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Wisdom is finding out what you should do and doing it.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It’s important that we ‘dig deep’ and search high and low to find God’s wisdom. His wisdom is always worth searching for!
“I thought we could start out today by practicing our treasure hunting skills. I’ve hidden chocolate gold coins around the room, and in a minute, you’ll go on the hunt. But there are a couple of twists. For one thing, you’ll searching in the dark! You need these.
Hand out the flashlights and empty cups (one of each for each kid).

“Lights, please!

LIGHTS: Off
“There’s one more thing you should know. This corner . . . (shine your flashlight on the ‘Safe Zone’ sign) is the Safe Zone. As you search for the gold coins, from time to time, you’ll hear this sound.
AUDIO: Warning sound
“When you hear that sound, you must immediately stop what you’re doing and get to the safe zone. And I do mean immediately! Just look out so you don’t run into anyone on the way. As soon as everyone is in the Safe Zone, the danger sound will stop and you can resume the hunt. You can put all the coins you find in your plastic cup. Does anyone have questions? (Pause for response.)
“Let’s see how many coins you can find! On your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Fun, adventurous music (like from a movie soundtrack)
AUDIO: Warning sound (interrupting the music, following the Leader’s cue)
Keep an eye on the kids and make sure everyone plays fairly. As the kids search, every 30 seconds or so, stop the music and play the warning sound. When the warning sound plays, make sure that the kids stop searching and go to the Safe Zone. Then stop the warning sound and restart the music.
When you think the kids have found most—or at least many—of the coins, turn the warning sound on more often, to the point of it being ridiculous. The last time, leave the sound on until the lights come up.
LIGHTS: On
“Great job of treasure hunting, everyone! You certainly know how to ‘dig deep’ when there’s chocolate involved. Everyone pass your cups in for now. But don’t worry, you’ll get some coins when you leave Small Group later.
Collect the cups. Plan for someone to redistribute the coins so that, at dismissal, you can give out the cups with equal amounts of coins.
“All right, let’s stay on our feet so we can worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “When we’re not sure what to do, we can trust God to lead us! He is our safe place. As we read in Psalm 46:1 (NIrV), ‘God is our place of safety. He gives us strength. He is always there to help us in times of trouble.’ [Basic Truth] We can trust God no matter what, so let’s tell Him that as we sing!
AUDIO: “I Can Always Trust You” / track 6 from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
“That’s right! Even when things feel dark or scary, we can trust that God is with us. No matter what we’re going through, He is there to help us and give us peace. He is our treasure, forever! Let’s worship Him now.
AUDIO: “Even When” / track 10 from This Love
“I love singing about the strength that God gives us. You can have a seat for now.” 

BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Solomon was king of Israel for almost 40 years. When he first became king as a young man, he asked God for one thing: wisdom. And God made Solomon one of the wisest people the world has ever known!
“Many of Solomon’s wise sayings were collected and written down in the Book of Proverbs. (Hold up Bible.)
“This one in Proverbs 22:3 has some really great advice for us as we try to live with wisdom each day.
Open the Bible to Proverbs 22:3 (NIrV) and read.
“Wise people see danger and go to a safe place. But childish people keep going and suffer for it.

“‘Wise people see danger and go to a’ what? (Pause for response.) Safe place. ‘But childish people keep going and suffer for it.’
“That’s a short verse, but there’s a lot of wisdom in it. If we can really understand it and put it into practice, then it’ll help us [Basic Truth] make the wise choice—even when it’s tough!”
STOP, THink, Act
LEADER: “First of all, it’s important to take time in your day to STOP.
Hold up the “STOP” sign.

“It’s easy to get so distracted that you don’t stop to take a breath and pay attention to what’s going on around you. Maybe you’re just rushing through life—doing what you want to do, when you want to do it. But you can find wisdom when you slow down . . . take a pause . . . and give yourself some time to THINK.
Set down the “STOP” sign and hold up the “THINK” sign.
“Look around you. Look ahead. Do you see danger? Ask yourself, ‘If I keep doing what I’m doing, what will happen?’
“Now, obviously, we don’t know exactly what will happen. God doesn’t tell us the future. But He has given us common sense to think through what is LIKELY to happen, based on what we know is true and what we see right now. He can give us the wisdom to see what we SHOULD do.
“That brings us to the third step: ACT.

Set down the “THINK” sign and hold up the “ACT” sign.
“Once you’ve stopped and taken time to think it through, THEN it’s time to make your move. It’s time to do what Solomon said: go to your safe place.
“Now, by ‘safe place,’ I don’t mean that corner over there. (Point to the Safe Zone sign from the game.) In fact, your safe place might not even be an actual place. It’s any kind of wise choice you make that keeps you away from danger or keeps you from getting in trouble. 
“Foolish people barrel ahead without pausing to think. But wise people stop (hold up the STOP sign), think (hold up the THINK sign), then act. (hold up the ACT sign).”
TALKING BACK
LEADER: “Now that we know the steps we should take, let’s think through what that might look like in real life. I’ve got some signs here for each of you—STOP, THINK, and ACT.
Pass out a set of three signs to each kid.
“I’ll describe a couple of different scenarios. As you listen, hold up the sign that you think shows what you should do. I’ll call on you, and you can explain. Are you ready for the first one? (Pause for response.) Great. Let’s get started.
Hold up the clothes and laundry basket. Then set them on the table.
“Your mom calls out to you to remind you to clean your room, and you’re already in the middle of cleaning it. You feel a little frustrated that she’s telling you to do it, yet again. You FEEL like talking back in a not-so-nice tone . . . so you . . .
Point out a kid who’s holding up their “STOP” sign. 

“STOP, right? We should all be holding up our STOP signs right now before we do something we’d regret.
“So we STOP—then what should we THINK?
Hold up your “THINK” sign. (The kids should be doing the same.)
“Remember, when you THINK, you look around. You look ahead. Do you see danger? Ask yourself, ‘If I keep doing what I’m doing, what will happen?’ How about in this situation with your mom? What’s something you might THINK that could keep you from saying something you regret? When you think of something, hold up your THINK sign nice and high.
If a kid is holding up a “THINK” sign, call on them; otherwise, hold up your own “THINK” sign. Encourage answers such as, “If I If I say the first thing that pops into my head and talk back to my mom, that might lead to a week of no screen time or some other consequence.” Or, “It might make her mad and hurt our relationship.”
“Right. You’ve figured out it’s not a good idea to raise your voice to your mom. So how should you ACT? What’s your ‘safe place’—or what’s the safe thing you could do?”
If a kid is holding up an “ACT” sign, call on them; otherwise, hold up your own “ACT” sign. Encourage answers such as, “Hold your tongue and say, ‘Yes, ma’am.’” Or “Pause your cleaning and walk into the room where she is and tell her—respectfully and kindly—that you were already cleaning and you’ll get back to it right away.”
VIDEO GAME
LEADER: “Let’s try another example. Remember to hold up your signs if you have an idea.
Hold up the game controller. Then set it on the table.
“You’re playing your new video game, and you’ve been playing it for a long time. You have a big test tomorrow, too, and you haven’t studied. You’re ALMOST to the next level . . . and you’re having so much fun . . . but still, before you hit ‘continue,’ you choose to . . .

Point out a kid who’s holding up their “STOP” sign. 

“STOP. I know, it’s tough. But you should probably hit pause on that game and do a little thinking.
Hold up your “THINK” sign. (The kids should be doing the same.)
“Remember, when you THINK, you look around. You look ahead. Do you see danger? Ask yourself, ‘If I keep doing what I’m doing, what will happen?’ What do you need to think about in this situation with the video game? If you have an idea, hold up your THINK sign.

If a kid is holding up a “THINK” sign, call on them; otherwise, hold up your own “THINK” sign. Encourage answers such as, “If I keep playing, I might not have enough time to study.” Or, “If I keep playing, I might fail the test tomorrow.”
“That’s right. You’ve figured out that it’s wise to stop playing the game, especially since you’ve already had plenty of time to enjoy it. The safe, wise choice is to give it a rest so you can get ready for the test. But let’s be honest. If you’re THAT close to leveling up, it will be really tough to stop the game and study. (Hold up your ACT sign.) What are some things you could do that would help you [Basic Truth] make the wise choice?”
If a kid is holding up an “ACT” sign, call on them; otherwise, hold up your own “ACT” sign. Encourage answers such as, “You could set a timer for only five more minutes of game playing before you study.” Or, “Maybe you could ask your brother or your mom to remind you to turn it off in a few minutes.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “You all have some great ideas for how to STOP, THINK, and ACT. I bet you can think of some examples that have happened in your own life—situations when you forgot to stop and think. (Hold up the STOP and THINK signs.) Then you probably acted in a way that you wish you could go back and change. (Hold up the ACT sign.) That’s happened to all of us from time to time.
“You can probably think of times when you DID stop and think . . . and because of that, you [Basic Truth] made the wise choice. You put wisdom into action!
“From the very beginning, God designed people with the ability to think and act according to His wisdom. It’s still true for each one of us today. So don’t forget to stop, think, then act. (Hold up the signs.)
“As Solomon reminds us . . .
Open the Bible to Proverbs 22:3 (NIrV) and read.
“Wise people see danger and go to a safe place. But childish people keep going and suffer for it.

“You can keep your signs to help you practice this week and get in the habit of being wise. Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Think before you act.
“Let’s ask God to help us do that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, You are always with us. You’re always there to help us [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. Thank You for giving us wisdom when we remember to put our focus on You. Help us act as wise people and STOP, THINK, and ACT with the wisdom You’ve given us. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “We can be wise if we follow Solomon’s good advice.
Open the Bible to Proverbs 22:3 (NIrV) and read.
“Wise people see danger and go to a safe place.
“And, really, danger can come in all shapes and sizes. Danger could be a street without a crosswalk . . . a suspicious-looking website . . . or a movie that you know you’re not supposed to watch. It could be an unwise friend that you shouldn’t hang out with. It could be any temptation to break a rule.
“There might not be a big sign to warn you when there’s danger. (Hold up the STOP sign.) But let’s be real. We all know when something is dangerous—or at least we know when something MIGHT be dangerous. We can use the wisdom God has given us to stay out of that dangerous situation and walk the other way.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Think before you act. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Think before you act.”
LEADER: “When you want to do something that you think might be dangerous, or if someone else tries to get you to do something dangerous, don’t just keep going without thinking about the consequences. Stop. Think. Think about what Jesus would do. Or talk to someone who’s wiser than you. It might save you from trouble.
“Then, after you’ve thought about what you should do, do it! Find your ‘safe place’ and go to it. Think about what’s wise and put wisdom into action. (Hold up the signs.) Stop, think, and act.

“In Small Group we’ll talk about what it looks like to do that in situations we face every day. Let’s go!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Archaeologist hat
· Shovel
· Plastic cups, one for each kid
· Small flashlights, one for each kid plus one for the Leader—see “What You Do”
· Chocolate gold coins (a few for each kid); or these can just be regular, non-chocolate toy gold coins
· Large “Safe Zone” sign
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun, adventurous music (like from a movie soundtrack)
· Warning sound (provided)
Large Group Visuals: 
· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide
· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme
What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download the sound effect and have it ready to use.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
· Designate a corner or space in the room to be the Safe Zone. Hang a large sign that reads “Safe Zone” in the corner.
· Before Large Group, hide the coins around the room. They don’t have to be hidden particularly well since the kids will have to use their flashlights to find them with the lights off.
· If possible, plan to hand out the coins as you dismiss the kids after Small Group (especially if they’re chocolate). Recruit someone who—after the game is over—can evenly divide the coins between the plastic cups so that you give out the same amount to each kid at dismissal.
· If you don’t have enough mini flashlights, or purchasing them is too costly, you can always play the game with the lights on without the flashlights. In that case, you’ll need to hide the coins in more hard-to-find places. 
· Note: You will need ten gold coins for Week 5, so if you have any extras, hold on to them.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Can Always Trust You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
· “Even When” from This Love
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· STOP, THINK, and ACT Signs printed from the LG Assets PDF (one set of signs for each kid, plus a set for the Leader)
· Table

· Laundry basket and a few items of clothing

· Video game controller

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide
· Bottom Line Slide
· STOP, THINK, and ACT Signs (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· After printing the signs, collate them so you can easily hand out a set of three signs to each kid.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.
FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:
· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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