252 Kids


August 2021 • Week 2

Dig Deep: Discover what matters most


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Wildest Dreams (Solomon Asks God for Wisdom) • 1 Kings 3:4-28 

Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God to give you wisdom.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Run to You” from I Run to You single and “Even When” from This Love)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: King Solomon, May I?
Application Activity: Gathering Wisdom
Memory Verse Activity: Pass the Baby
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Wildest Dreams (Solomon Asks God for Wisdom) • 1 Kings 3:4-28 

Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God to give you wisdom.

Monthly Memory Verse: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. James 1:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Wisdom—Finding out what you should do and doing it
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, again wearing an archaeologist hat and carrying a shovel.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, my fellow archaeologists! We are back in [your environment’s name] for another fun week as we ‘dig deep’ to discover what really matters. Who remembers what we’re searching for? (Pause.) Yes! Wisdom!
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Wisdom is finding out what you should do and doing it.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“Let me assure you, wisdom is a treasure worth searching for. With God’s wisdom, we can make important decisions as we choose to live His way, every day.
“You know what else is worth the search? (Hold up the bag of gummy worms.) GUMMY WORMS. I’d dig through a lot of dirt for these bad boys. And today, two of you will get to do just that. Who’s willing to volunteer?

Bring up two volunteers who you know don’t have food allergies and won’t mind sticking their face in a pan of cookie crumbs.
“[Contestants’ names], I’m so glad you volunteered. I’ve got good news and bad news. You won’t be digging in ACTUAL dirt, but rather a dirt pie . . . made of crushed-up Oreo Cookies®! (Hold up one of the pie pans.)
“That’s the good news. Now, the bad news. Well, now that I think about it, maybe it’s not so bad if you really like Oreos! You have to search through your pie pan to find the gummy worms with . . . YOUR FACE!

“Sounds like a pretty delicious challenge to me. Oh, and I forgot to mention: you’ll be blindfolded! When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll just stick your face in your pie pan and try to find as many worms as you can. If you find one, drop it out of your mouth and onto the table. Be sure to keep your hands behind your back while you play, like this. (Demonstrate.) Sound good? Just making sure—do both of you still want to do it?
Give the kids a chance to opt out in case they don’t want to play. In that case, you can let someone else take their place.

Give blindfolds to both contestants. Have them stand behind the pie pans on the table.

“All right, [contestants’ names], you’ve got one minute to play. Who can find the most gummy worms? Let’s count it down. Three, two, one, GO!

AUDIO: Fun, adventurous music (like from a movie soundtrack)
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (60-second version)

If you aren’t using a countdown on screen, set a timer on your phone for 60 seconds.

Comment on the action and encourage the audience to cheer for the contestants. If needed, remind the contestants not to use their hands. Count down the last ten seconds.
“Two, one, and time’s up! Way to go, [contestants’ names]! You can remove your blindfolds.
Let each of the contestants pick up the worms they found as you tally their totals. Provide wipes so they can clean up. Congratulate the contestant who found the most worms and dismiss both of them to their seats.
Note: You may want to give each contestant a resealable plastic bag so they can save their worms for later.
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

“Everyone, give [contestants’ names] a hand for their bravery. Now, let’s get ready to sing and dance as we all stand to worship God together!”

WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing, check this out.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“Last week we learned this fun new song, so I want to hear you sing it out nice and loud. It reminds us that we can run to God whenever we need wisdom. After all, ALL wisdom comes from Him! Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 1 from I Run to You single 
Optional Video (Media Package): “I Run to You” Dance Moves Music Video
“We’re talking a lot about treasure this month, and there is no greater treasure than our relationship with God. He gives us strength every day. As David wrote in Psalm 18:2 (NIrV), ‘The Lord is my rock and my place of safety. He is the God who saves me.’ Let’s worship our God who is always with us, no matter what!
AUDIO: “Even When” / track 10 from This Love
“That’s right! God is always there to help us. He gives us the strength and wisdom to face anything in life. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “I’ve got a pretty wild story to share with you today. It comes from the book of 1 Kings in the Bible. (Hold up Bible.)
“As I tell it, I’ll pause from time to time to ask you to vote on what you think happened next. You’ll hold up either one, two, or three fingers to vote. I’m telling you, this story might just surprise you!
“You might remember learning at some point about King David. The same David who fought and killed the giant Goliath with a few stones; became king over God’s people; and who wrote many of the poems and songs we find in the book of Psalms. Eventually, Jesus Himself came from David’s family line! Well, when David died, his son, Solomon, became king. 
“Solomon was young and inexperienced, but his father had taught him to listen to God’s Word. So Solomon showed his love for God by obeying God’s laws. 

“Solomon wanted to thank God for all He had done, so he went to the city of Gibeon. What happened next? Did Solomon . . .

SLIDE: Story Slide #1a
1.) Write a GIANT thank you note to God on the city walls,
2.) Offer a thousand sacrifices to honor God, or

3.) Organize a flash mob to a worship song?
“Raise your hand with one, two, or three fingers for your vote.
Look around at everyone’s answers and ad-lib accordingly.
“If you answered with two, you’re right!
SLIDE: Story Slide #1b
“King Solomon offered a thousand sacrifices to honor God.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
SOLOMON’S REQUEST
LEADER: “One night while Solomon was at Gibeon, God appeared to him in a dream. WHOA, right? Listen to what God said to Solomon.

Open the Bible to 1 Kings 3:5 (NIrV) and read.

“Ask for anything you want me to give you.

“What happened next? Do you think Solomon asked God for . . .
SLIDE: Story Slide #2a
1.) A lifetime supply of Lucky Charms™,
2.) A basket full of golden retriever puppies, or
3.) A heart of wisdom?
Look around at everyone’s answers and ad-lib accordingly.

“Believe it or not, the answer is three!
SLIDE: Story Slide #2b
“There are a lot of things that Solomon could have asked for like being rich, famous, or powerful. But instead, he chose wisdom! He said . . . 
Open the Bible to 1 Kings 3:7-9 (NIrV) and read.

“Lord my God, you have now made me king. You have put me in the place of my father David. But I’m only a little child. I don’t know how to carry out my duties. I’m here among the people you have chosen. They are a great nation. They are more than anyone can count. So give me a heart that understands. Then I can rule over your people. I can tell the difference between what is right and what is wrong.
“Here’s how God answered him.
Open the Bible to 1 Kings 3:11-12 (NIrV) and read.

“God said to him, ‘You have not asked to live for a long time. You have not asked to be wealthy. You have not even asked to have your enemies killed. Instead, you have asked for wisdom. You want to do what is right and fair when you judge people. Because that is what you have asked for, I will give it to you. I will give you a wise and understanding heart.’”
SLIDE: Theme Background
SOLOMON’S DILEMMA
LEADER: “Solomon returned to Jerusalem, where he once again gave sacrifices to honor God, and held a great feast for all his officials.

“What happened next? Well, soon Solomon’s wisdom was put to the test. Two women came to see him. Did the women come to Solomon because . . .
SLIDE: Story Slide #3a
1.) They needed his help settling an argument,
2.) They wanted to buy some grain from the palace, or
3.) They had brought him a basket full of golden retriever puppies?
Look around at everyone’s answers and ad-lib accordingly.

“The answer to this one is one.
SLIDE: Story Slide #3b
“You see, each of these women had recently had a baby. But one of the babies had died, and now each of the women claimed to be the mother of the living baby. The two of them came to Solomon to ask him to solve their problem.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
SOLOMON’S SOLUTION
LEADER: “What happened next? Solomon told his servants to bring him something. What do you think it was? Did Solomon request . . . 
SLIDE: Story Slide #4a
1.) Tableside guacamole,
2.) His sword, or
3.) A basket full of golden retriever puppies?
Look around at everyone’s answers and ad-lib accordingly.

“If you answered two, you’re right.
SLIDE: Story Slide #4b
“Solomon asked for his sword.

SLIDE: Theme Background
“Now, you might wonder what in the WORLD happened next. This part is so wild that you might not believe me, so I’ll read it straight from the Bible.

Open the Bible to 1 Kings 3:25 (NIrV) and read.

“[Solomon] gave an order. He said, ‘Cut the living child in two. Give half to one woman and half to the other.’
“Now before I go on, I just want you to know that Solomon never intended to actually hurt the baby. He just knew that this was how he could figure out the truth. Sure enough, it worked! Listen to what happened next.
Open the Bible to 1 Kings 3:26 (NIrV) and read.

“The woman whose son was alive was filled with deep love for her son. She said to the king, ‘My master, please give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!’ But the other woman said, ‘Neither one of us will have him. Cut him in two!’
“Yikes! It became very clear, very quickly who the real mother was. So what happened next? Did Solomon . . . 

SLIDE: Story Slide #5a
1.) Offer to babysit the baby,
2.) Ask the woman to name the baby Solomon in his honor, or
3.) Order that the baby be given to his mother?
Look around at everyone’s answers and ad-lib accordingly.

“If you chose three, you got it right.
SLIDE: Story Slide #5b
“Solomon ordered that the baby be given to the real mother.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “News of Solomon’s wisdom spread far and wide throughout Israel. All the people heard about Solomon’s decision and trusted that he would judge them fairly. God made Solomon so wise that his understanding couldn’t even be measured!
“We can see from the life of Solomon that you can [Bottom Line] trust God to give you wisdom.
“That’s what we need to remember today.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Trust God to give you wisdom.
“Solomon simply asked God for wisdom, and God gave it to him! We can trust God the same way. He can help us find out what we should do and do it. Let’s ask Him to help us like He helped Solomon.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for the story of Solomon that shows us how YOU are the source of wisdom. Help us remember that we don’t have to try to make decisions on our own. We can ask You to help us [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. Please help each of us know what to do this week and to do it. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Whenever we have a tough decision to make, we can do what Solomon did. We can ask God for wisdom. In fact, that’s a good thing for us to pray about anytime. We can ask God to give us the wisdom we need to live His way, every day.
“That’s what we find in our memory verse, James 1:5.

SLIDE: Memory Verse
“If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault. (NIrV)

“Remember, ALL wisdom comes from God. He can help us find out what we should do then do it. We can trust that He’s with us, and that He’s there to give us wisdom when we need it. [Basic Truth] We can trust Him no matter what!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Trust God to give you wisdom. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Trust God to give you wisdom.”
LEADER: “If you have trouble understanding what God tries to show you, ask someone you trust to help. They may be able to share God’s wisdom with you, too.
“Wisdom may not come as soon as you think it will, or in the way you think it will, but keep digging! (Hold up the shovel.)
“Let’s head to Small Group and keep searching for God’s wisdom together.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Archaeologist hat 
· Shovel
· Two kid volunteers
· Table

· Chair

· Craft paper, plastic tablecloth, or other way of covering the table
· Two pie pans
· Crushed-up Oreo® Cookies (enough to fill both pans)
· Lots of gummy worms
· Bag of gummy worms for the Host to hold up
· Two blindfolds

· Leader’s phone
· Wipes
· Two resealable plastic bags (optional)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun, adventurous music (like from a movie soundtrack)
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Place the gummy worms in the pie pans. Crush up the cookies and pour them on top of the gummy worms.
· Note: You’ll use many of these supplies again for a relay race at the end of the month, so hold on to anything you can.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Run to You” from I Run to You single
· “Even When” from This Love
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “I Run to You” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Story Slides
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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