252 Kids


July 2021 • Week 4
Press Play: Get in the mix


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Inseparable (Nothing Can Separate Us from God) • Romans 8:38-39 Today’s Bottom Line: God loves you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Press Play” from Press Play and “You’re the Reason” from Press Play)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Heart Work
Application Activity: Heartbeat Song
Memory Verse Activity: Heart
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Inseparable (Nothing Can Separate Us from God) • Romans 8:38-39 Today’s Bottom Line: God loves you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Praise God for being the kind of God who is with us no matter what. Thank Him that literally nothing can separate us from Him. Pray that kids would begin to understand the magnitude of God’s love for them, and pray that this knowledge would transform their hearts so they can live with confidence that comes from Him!
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container, hand sanitizer, small paper heart
What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive.
· Invite any kid who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct each kid to use one pump of hand sanitizer.
· Hide the paper heart somewhere around your small group area.

· Play a game of “Hot and Cold” as kids arrive.
· Choose one kid to look for the heart.
· When that kid gets closer to the heart, tell them they are “hot.” When they move farther away, tell them they are “cold.” 
· After the kid finds the heart, choose another kid to look for it.

· Direct the next kid to close their eyes while the previous kid hides the heart somewhere within sight of the rest of the group.

· Instruct the entire group to tell the second kid when they are “cold” or “hot.”
· Play as long as time allows, choosing new kids to find the heart each round.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Play-Doh® in two colors, paper plates, hand wipes
What You Do:
· Give each kid a paper plate and a lump of each color of dough. 
· Instruct the kids to shape the dough into anything they like.
· After a few minutes, direct the kids to completely combine the two colors, mixing them thoroughly to make a new color.
· After the colors are totally mixed, ask the kids if they can separate the colors into the two colors they started with.
· Let them attempt different methods.
· When no one can do it, admit that it’s actually impossible.
What You Say:
“We couldn’t separate these two colors once we mixed them. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to hear about what else can’t be separated.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Heart Work
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: 
Option 1: “Heart Shapes” Activity Page, hole punches, yarn, newspaper or tissue paper, clear tape
Option 2: “Heart Shapes” Activity Page, felt, scissors, tissue paper or stuffing material, embroidery thread, and needles
Option 3: “Heart Shapes” Activity Page, scissors, fleece material in two colors
What You Do:
· For Option 1: Give each kid a pair of heart shapes and a hole punch.
· Encourage the kids to hold the hearts together while punching holes around the edges of the hearts. 
· Cut a length of yarn for each kid.

· Demonstrate how to wrap a piece of clear tape around the end of the yarn to create a solid front edge, like a shoelace.

· Instruct the kids to use the yarn to “sew” through the holes until the hearts are almost closed together. 
· Direct the kids to stuff the tissue paper or newspaper inside and lace the rest of the heart sides together so they make a heart pillow. 
· For Option 2: Give each kid a heart shape and two pieces of felt.
· Instruct the kids to cut out two hearts from the felt using the cardstock heart as a guide.
· Thread the needles for the kids.

· Help the kids sew the hearts together more than halfway. 
· Demonstrate how to fill the shape with stuffing or tissue.

· Direct the kids to sew the hearts closed.
· Option 3: Have kids cut out two hearts from the fleece.
· Instruct the kids to carefully cut a fringe on both hearts, about a half-inch in.

· Demonstrate how to tie the fringes together to make a double-sided heart. (This is the same method as “no-sew” blankets.) 
· Once kids have finished their heart pillows, set them aside to use later.
What You Say:
“Keep this heart somewhere you’ll see it every day to remind you that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what. 
“There might be times in your life when you’re not sure God still loves you. We all make mistakes and make the wrong choice sometimes. But no matter what you have done, or what has been done to you, remember that nothing can separate you from God’s love. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you made a mistake or a wrong choice and you needed to be reminded of God’s love. Keep it age-appropriate and think about things kids are likely to do in this phase. How did you remember that God loves you? What happened then?)
“When you remember that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what, you can ask forgiveness for anything. You can be confident that God will forgive you and help you make things right.”
2. Heartbeat Song 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Pulse Taking Tips” Activity Page, device to play music, several songs
What You Do:
· Use the “Pulse Taking Tips” Activity Page to help kids take their own pulse.
· Remind the kids that their pulse is a result of their heartbeat.
· Play a variety of music styles while kids take their pulse during each one.
· Help the kids notice if their pulse gets faster or slower.
What You Say:
“Did you know that our heartbeats can actually speed up or slow down depending on the music we listen to? How does listening to music affect your mood? How did you feel when I played [slow song]? How about [movie theme song]? I think our hearts all sped up a little when we heard [upbeat song]. 
“We feel a lot of emotions depending on what we surround ourselves with. The beat of music matters, but the words matter, too. Have you ever heard the perfect words of a song for what you felt? (Invite discussion.)
“We are also affected by the people around us, the things we watch online, and the stuff we have at home. What do you have that makes you happy when you see it? (Pause for responses.) What person makes you feel safe and loved? (Pause for responses.) 
“How can you surround yourself with music, people, and things to remind you that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what? Everything we see and hear can affect how we feel and what we think. Make sure that you have plenty in your life that reminds you of God’s love.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What kind of music, games, or shows make you feel close to God’s love? 
· If we believe that God loves us no matter what, how can that change how we live? 

· We can’t earn God’s love by going to church, being good, smart, kind, cool, or any other way. So, what is God’s love for us based on?

· How is God’s love different from any other kind of love?
3. Heart
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Verse Cards” and “Heart Cards” Activity Pages
What You Do:
· Divide the group into two teams. 
· Give each team two sets of the “Verse Cards” and one set of the “Heart Cards.” 
· Ask each group to shuffle the cards face down.
· Seat all of the kids in a circle, alternating team members.
· Instruct the first kid on each team to take their deck and lay the top card down in front of them.
· If it’s a verse card, direct the kid to keep that card in front of them. 

· The game moves to the next kid, who is on the opposite team and has another deck of cards. 
· Direct the next kid to lay the top card in front of them. 
· Instruct the kids to pass the decks and the turned-over verse cards to the next kid on their team. 
· If the card is a Heart, the kid returns all the cards that are face up in front of them back to the deck.
· Play moves around the circle alternating between teams.
· The first team to have all the verse cards face up in the circle, in verse order, and say the verse out loud, wins! 
· Note: If the first card played is a heart, play passes right away to the next team. 
What You Say:
“Finding an unexpected heart in this game sent you back to the beginning. When you remember that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what, you can go back to the beginning and start again, even when you’ve done something wrong or something you’re not proud about. 
“This verse has told us all month that God never gives up on us and that He is always working on us. We can have confidence that He will never leave us and never stop working on us to make us more like Jesus. 
“How does this verse give you confidence that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what?” (Invite discussion, but be sensitive to kids who might be in difficult situations.)
This is a great time to talk about following Jesus forever and accepting God’s gift of love in Christ. Be sure to follow your church’s policy or tradition. You can invite kids who have questions to talk to you after service; you can pray with kids in small groups; or you can plan to talk to families after dismissal. Be sensitive to the kids whose parents would want to be part of any salvation conversations. 

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Hearts from “Heart Work” activity
What You Do: 
· Give the kids their hearts from the “Heart Work” activity.
· Have some quiet prayer time.
· Invite kids to think about God’s love and how He sent Jesus to rescue us and make a way for us to be with God forever.
· Encourage kids to talk to God and ask for His forgiveness for anything they feel needs it.
· Remind kids that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what. 
· Close in prayer together.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that we can count on Your love. We know that You will never stop loving us. Help us keep a strong relationship with You. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take their hearts home. Talk to any families whose kids indicated interest in salvation. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Hand sanitizer

· Small paper heart
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Play-Doh® in two different colors
· Paper plates; one for each kid
· Hand wipes
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Heart Work 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Option 1: 
· Print “Heart Shapes” Activity Page on red cardstock and cut out; two for each kid
· Hole punches
· Yarn
· Newspaper or tissue paper
· Clear tape

· Option 2: 
· Print “Heart Shapes” Activity Page on red cardstock and cut out; one for each kid
· Felt
· Scissors
· Tissue paper or other stuffing material
· Embroidery thread and needles
· Option 3: 
· Print “Heart Shapes” Activity Page on red cardstock and cut out; one for each kid
· Scissors
· Fleece material in two colors
2. Heartbeat Song 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print the “Pulse Taking Tips” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Device to play music (like a smart phone or tablet)
· Several songs: movie themes, upbeat worship, classical, etc.
3. Heart
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; four sets for each small group
· Print the “Heart Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; two sets for each small group
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 
What You Need:
· Hearts from “Heart Work” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resource: Parent Cue app. 
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