252 Kids


July 2021 • Week 4

Press Play: Get in the mix


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Inseparable (Nothing Can Separate Us from God) • Romans 8:38-39 Today’s Bottom Line: God loves you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Press Play” from Press Play: Get in the Mix and “You’re the Reason” from Press Play: Get in the Mix)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Heart Work
Application Activity: Heartbeat Song
Memory Verse Activity: Heart
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Inseparable (Nothing Can Separate Us from God) • Romans 8:38-39 Today’s Bottom Line: God loves you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters with lots of energy.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER

LEADER: “Hey, everyone! It’s fantastic to see you here today at [your environment’s name]! It’s hard to believe July is almost over. We’ve had so much fun this summer learning how to ‘get in the mix’ and live with confidence!
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Confidence is learning to see yourself the way God sees you.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It’s finding out how much God loves you and knowing that He’s ALWAYS with you. If you live with that kind of confidence, you can make the most of whatever God sets in front of you, each and every day. You can press play . . . get in the mix . . . and join the party! And everyone knows it’s not a party without . . . MUSIC!
AUDIO: Upbeat music
“Yes! I love it. This music definitely makes me want to dance.
AUDIO: Fade out music
“In fact, ALL music makes me want to dance, but just in different ways. So today I thought we could see how good we are at matching different moods of music with the way we dance. Everyone on your feet—let’s do some mood-dancing!
“When a song comes on, I want you to adjust your dance to match the mood of the music. In other words, don’t worry so much about matching the beat. Listen to way the song FEELS. If it’s happy, sad, scary, or silly, your dancing should match that. And remember—we’ve got to dance with confidence! Here we go!
AUDIO: Mood-dancing playlist
Dance along with the kids and comment on their dance moves. Change songs about every 30 seconds.
“Nice mood-dancing, everyone! I really felt your interpretations here. (Tap your heart in mock seriousness.) I saw you dance in happy, silly, brave, and even creepy ways. Really impressive! We actually have a couple more songs to dance to. But I can tell you right now that your mood on these will DEFINITELY be joyful, because we’ll be worshipping God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “This first song definitely gives me a lot of joy. There’s nothing better than knowing how much Jesus loves us and that He’s with us, no matter where we go. Let’s get in the mix. Let’s sing and dance. It’s time to press play!
AUDIO: “Press Play” / track 1 from Press Play: Get in the Mix
“That was so fun! Before we continue in worship, check this out.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel

“Jesus is the reason we can live with confidence. He set us free when He died on the cross for our sins; and that makes us want to live for Him! Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians, ‘Now I live my life in my body by faith in the Son of God. He loved me and gave himself for me.’ (Galatians 2:20, NIrV) Jesus’ love fills us with hope, joy, and peace, every single day. Let’s take some time to thank Him together. Let’s clap our hands and sing!
AUDIO: “You’re the Reason” / track 7 from Press Play: Get in the Mix
Optional Video (Media Package): “You’re the Reason” Dance Moves Music Video
“I love when we sing and worship Jesus! It’s so fun to thank Him for all that He’s done for us. You can have a seat.”

BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Last week we talked about a man named Paul who wrote a lot of the books that we find in the New Testament. (Hold up Bible.) These books were originally letters which Paul wrote to people in different churches. Paul wanted to encourage these believers and help them understand how to follow Jesus and live His way. Paul’s letters hold a lot of great wisdom and truth for us today!
“When Paul wrote to the believers in Rome, he declared an incredible truth that reminds us why we can have true confidence. Listen to Paul’s words.

Open the Bible to Romans 8:38-39 (NIrV) and read.

“I am absolutely sure that not even death or life can separate us from God’s love. Not even angels or demons, the present or the future, or any powers can separate us. Not even the highest places or the lowest, or anything else in all creation can separate us. Nothing at all can ever separate us from God’s love. That’s because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.

“Wow! I know that was a lot to take in, so I’ve got something here that will help me explain it.”
Pick up the laundry basket full of smiling emoji beach balls and set it on the table.
things that happen *to* us
LEADER: “We’ve been talking about confidence this summer. When you think about things that make you feel confident, they’re things that make you feel good, right?

Pick up a smiling emoji ball and turn the smile toward the kids.

“Maybe someone gives you a compliment like ‘You look nice today’ or ‘You’re really funny’ or ‘You’re a great friend.’ You might feel confident if you get a good grade at school or if you make a basket or score a goal at practice.
“When you feel confident, you feel positive. You feel strong. You feel like you’ve got what it takes!
“But, unfortunately, there are things in this world that don’t build our confidence—things that can make us feel down or not good enough.

For each example you give, pick up a beach ball and let a little bit of air out so the beach balls look deflated.

“Maybe you have a tough day at school or practice. You might get an argument with your brother or sister. Maybe your friends forget to invite you to something fun, and you feel left out or you feel worried or anxious about the future.”
things *we’ve* done
LEADER: “When tough things happen in life, we can feel a little . . . deflated. (Hold up one of the deflated beach balls.) We can lose our confidence pretty quickly.
“But it’s not just things that happen TO us, is it? Some things in life are difficult because of choices WE make. We make things harder for ourselves when we make unwise choices . . . when we mess up . . . when we sin. And that can feel even WORSE!
For each example you give, pick up a beach ball and let out more air.

“Maybe you forget to do an important chore that’s supposed to be your responsibility. Or you say something mean about a friend when she’s not around. You might laugh when someone tells a joke that you know is actually hurtful. Maybe you don’t tell the whole truth when your mom asks, because you don’t want to get in trouble.
“Unfortunately, all of us mess up from time to time. We do things we wish we hadn’t. We forget to show God’s love with our actions. And when that happens, it doesn’t just make us less confident. It can make us feel badly about ourselves. We can feel like we’ve messed up so much that it separates us from God—like it takes us far away from Him.”
Set a few of the deflated beach balls on the table, outside of the laundry basket.

nothing can separate us
LEADER: (Look at all the deflated beach balls.) Wow, there are a lot of things that can rob us of our confidence, aren’t there? Notice how sad these beach balls look now.

“But it changes everything when we remember where our confidence really comes from—when we remember what’s true about our relationship with God. It’s not about what happens to us or what we might have done wrong. It’s about how much God LOVES us!

“Remember what Paul wrote.
Open the Bible to Romans 8:39 (NIrV) and read.

“Nothing at all can ever separate us from God’s love. That’s because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.
“The truth is, [Bottom Line] God loves you NO MATTER WHAT. He loves you so much that He sent Jesus to be your Savior. Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for your sins—for the wrong things you’ve done.
“So when you put your trust in Jesus, you know for sure that nothing you’ve done wrong—nothing at ALL—could ever separate you from God. And nothing bad that happens TO you can ever change the truth that God loves you, more than you can possibly imagine. Nothing you do and nothing that happens can ever separate you from His love!

“Doesn’t that make you feel confident? (Pause for response.) Yeah! In fact, I think I need to fix our deflated friends and give them some confidence, too. While I do that, let me hear you read Paul’s letter together.
As the kids read the passage from the screen, pick up the beach balls from the table, re-inflate them, and place them back in the laundry basket. Keep doing this until you’re done, even if the kids finish reading first. (If needed, you can have them read it a second time.)
SLIDE: Romans 8:38-39 Slide
KIDS: “I am absolutely sure that not even death or life can separate us from God’s love. Not even angels or demons, the present or the future, or any powers can separate us. Not even the highest places or the lowest, or anything else in all creation can separate us. Nothing at all can ever separate us from God’s love. That’s because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.” (NIrV)

SLIDE: Theme Background
wrapping up THE STORY
NOTE: Only include this if you’re able to give out the beach balls at the end of the service.

LEADER: “Each of you get one of these beach balls to take home when you leave today. Whenever you see it, I hope you’ll remember what Paul wrote. I hope you’ll remember that NOTHING can separate you from God’s love. Nothing that happens TO you can separate you from His love. Nothing that you’ve done can separate you from His love. [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what!
“Just think about how God sent Jesus FOR you so that you could have a close relationship with Him that will last forever. That will give you confidence that nothing in this world can take away.
“Remember . . . 
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God loves you no matter what.
“Let’s thank God for His love right now!”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, wow! It gives us so much confidence to know that You love, us no matter what! Sometimes this world has a way of robbing us of our confidence. When we have bad days or we know we’ve messed up, we can really start to feel down, like we’re deflated—like we’re not good enough. Please help us see ourselves the way YOU see us. Help us remember that NOTHING can separate us from Your amazing love. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Isn’t it SO good to know that [Bottom Line] God loves you no matter what? God showed how much He loves us when He sent Jesus, His only Son, to Earth. Jesus lived a perfect life, and He took on all of our sins when He died on the cross. Then He came back to life and proved that He really is the Son of God!
“When you believe in Jesus, you can have a relationship with God that will last forever. God made all that possible, because He loves you!
“God loves you when you’re good . . . and when you’re not so good; when you feel loved . . . and when you feel all alone; when things go perfectly according to plan . . . and when they don’t go the way you expect. Nothing can separate you from God’s amazing, never-ending love!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God loves you no matter what. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loves you no matter what.”
Pick up one of the beach balls from the story. (Only include this if you’re giving out the beach balls at the end of the service.)
LEADER: “Some time this week, find a quiet place. Go outside, maybe. Take your beach ball with you, and just think about how much God loves you. Remember that you’ll always be able to find your true confidence in Him. Take a minute to talk to God and thank Him because [Basic Truth] you can trust Him no matter what.

“Let’s all head to Small Group now and talk about God’s amazing love—together!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat music for the Leader to dance to
· Mood-dancing playlist (see “What You Do”)
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
· For the mood-dancing playlist, here are some ideas: “Happy” by Pharrell Williams; “On the Nature of Daylight” by Max Richter; “Skinwalker” by Robert Slump; “Der Ententanz” (The Chicken Dance) by Werner Thomas; “William Tell Overture” by Gioacchino Rossini; “Mission: Impossible Theme” by Michael Giacchino; and “Night on Bald Mountain” by Modest Mussorgsky. You can either isolate clips from songs you want to use or create a playlist to use then be a live DJ and move through in real time.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Press Play” from Press Play: Get in the Mix
· “You’re the Reason” from Press Play: Get in the Mix
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “You’re the Reason” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Laundry basket
· Several small smiling emoji beach balls (ideally, one for each kid), inflated; these can have different facial expressions as long as they’re all positive (no sad or angry faces)
· Air pump (if needed; you may be able to just blow up the beach balls without one)
· Disinfecting wipes
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Romans 8:38-39 Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Fully inflate the beach balls and place them all in the laundry basket.
· If possible, plan to give a beach ball to each kid at the end of your service time. Only do this if you can be sure you’ll have enough for all of the kids.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
PAGE  
Classified - Internal use
11
©2021 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

