252 Kids


July 2021 • Week 3

Press Play: Get in the mix


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2021, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Stand and Deliver (Armor of God) • Ephesians 6:10-17
Today’s Bottom Line: Use what God has given you to stand strong.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“You’re the Reason” from Press Play: Get in the Mix and “Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Roll the Armor
Application Activity: Invincible Orange
Memory Verse Activity: Sword Sticks
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Stand and Deliver (Armor of God) • Ephesians 6:10-17
Today’s Bottom Line: Use what God has given you to stand strong.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter (the Leader’s favorite song). 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, dancing to the music.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
AUDIO: Keep the music playing (i.e. the Leader’s favorite song)
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! (Keep dancing.) It’s great to see all of you here at [your environment’s name]. All summer, we’re finding out what it means to live with confidence.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Confidence is learning to see yourself the way God sees you.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“That’s where true confidence comes from—when you know how much God loves you, and you know that He’s always with you!
(still dancing) “You know what? This SONG just makes me feel so confident! Whenever I’m having a tough day, all I have to do is crank this song up, and I instantly feel like I can take on the world. I call it my ‘walk-up song.’ You know how baseball players have their favorite song playing when they walk up to bat? Or how basketball players have a really cool song playing while they warm up before the game? It’s like that. Your walk-up song will always pump you up!

AUDIO: Fade out music
“I’ve put together a playlist with some great walk-up songs that will really make us MOVE. That’ll come in handy as we play today’s game: The Tissue Dance-Off!
“Here, everyone take one of these.

Pick up the box of tissues. Let each kid grab a tissue, and take one for yourself.
“Does everyone have a tissue? Okay, put it on top of your head. (Put your tissue on your head.) When the music plays, everyone must dance—and I mean, you’ve got to REALLY dance. Not like this. (Do a slight dance step without moving your upper body.) Like this! (Do a more extreme version, moving your whole body.)

“While you dance, try to keep the tissue on your head. If it falls off, you have to sit down right where you were dancing. But don’t worry—you can pop back up and start dancing with the tissue on your head as soon as the next song starts.

“Is everyone ready? (Pause for response.) Here we go—everybody dance now!
AUDIO: Songs from your playlist, changing about every 30 seconds
Dance with the kids until the playlist runs out. If a kid’s tissue falls to the floor, have them sit for the remainder of the song, then jump up and dance again when the next song starts.
“Whew! I’m out of breath. That was a super-fun dance-off! And I have some new confidence-boosting songs to pump me up. You can take the tissues off and toss them in here. (Hold up the trash can so the kids can dispose of the tissues.) But let’s keep the fun going as we sing, dance, and worship God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we get started, let’s watch this.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“When we know that Jesus loves us, that gives us the very best kind of confidence. It’s like Paul wrote in his letter to the church in Rome. ‘Who can separate us from Christ’s love? Can trouble or hard times or harm or hunger? . . . No! In all these things we are more than winners! We owe it all to Christ, who has loved us.’ (Romans 8:35-37, NIrV) That’s why I can’t help but sing and dance. I know that I belong to Jesus. That’s the reason I’m confident! Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “You’re the Reason” / track 7 from Press Play: Get in the Mix
Optional Video (Media Package): “You’re the Reason” Dance Moves Music Video
“It’s so good to follow Jesus. His love is amazing! He is ALWAYS with us. We can trust Him to lead us through everything we might face in life. Let’s sing this out to Jesus and tell Him that we’ll trust Him!
AUDIO: “Jesus I Will Trust You” / track 2 from This Love
“That was so fun! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “In the early days of the church, there was a man named Paul. At first, Paul tried to stop people from believing in Jesus. But one day, Paul had an experience with Jesus that changed him forever! Paul began to travel all over to tell people the good news about Jesus. This often meant that he ended up in trouble, both with religious leaders and government officials.

“In the last two years of his life, Paul found himself as a prisoner in Rome. He wasn’t free to travel, but he still found ways to encourage people in different churches by writing letters.

“Listen to what Paul wrote in his letter to the people of Ephesus.

Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:10-11 (NIrV) and read.

“Finally, let the Lord make you strong. Depend on his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor. Then you can remain strong against the devil’s evil plans.”
Reveal the color-by-number artwork.

an enemy we can’t see
LEADER: “As a prisoner, Paul was guarded by a Roman soldier . . . so he would have been familiar with different kinds of Roman armor. Paul would have seen how all that armor could protect the soldier from any attack. So he encouraged the people in Ephesus to put on GOD’S armor, which can protect US from attacks. But Paul also knew that the greatest enemy we face isn’t one we can see. 

“He wrote . . . 
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:12-13 (NIrV) and read.

“Our fight is not against human beings. It is against the rulers, the authorities and the powers of this dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world. So, put on all of God’s armor. Evil days will come. But you will be able to stand up to anything. And after you have done everything you can, you will still be standing.

“This can be a little tough for us to understand. (Hold up Bible.) But we know from what we read in the Bible that there are things going on that we can’t see. There are spiritual forces of good and evil . . . and God has an enemy named Satan. We’re told that in the end, Satan is defeated. But right now, Satan tries to mess with people and cause problems BETWEEN people.

“We’re doing battle against an enemy we can’t see with our eyes. And for that, Paul wrote, we need a very special kind of armor. 
(Reference the artwork.) “I need some help as I explain this special armor. So raise your hand if you’d like to add some color to it.”
Bring up a volunteer and give him/her the coloring supplies.

Truth, godliness, peace
LEADER: (to the kid) “[Kid’s name], could you please color the part labeled with a number one in orange? Thanks!
(to audience) “Paul began to write about God’s armor this way.
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:14 (NIrV) and read.

“So remain strong in the faith. Put the belt of truth around your waist.

“A soldier used a belt to tie up any loose clothing and hold his weapons, so that he was ready to go. When Paul said to put on the belt of truth, he meant that we should remember God’s truth which will prepare us for the things we face in life. We need to remember what’s true: God loves us, He’s always with us, and He will give us wisdom to make any tough decision we face.
(to the kid) “Good job, [kid’s name]. You can have a seat when you’re done. Who can come up here and color the number two section in gold?

Bring up the next volunteer and have them color. (Note: If the previous kid isn’t quite finished when you’re ready for the next color, there’s no need to wait. Just keep moving and let the previous kid finish at his/her own pace.)
(to audience) “Paul continued his description of the armor.
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:14 (NIrV) and read.

“Put the armor of godliness on your chest. (NIrV)

(Point to the chest armor on the artwork.) “This piece of armor protected a soldier’s heart, lungs, and stomach—all the really important stuff.

“Paul was saying that OUR protection is godliness. This simply means following God in what we do and say by loving God and loving others. It’s our very best defense against the enemy! 

(to the kid) “Nice job with the gold, [kid’s name]. When you’re done, you can have a seat. I need someone else to come up and take care of the threes for me.
Bring up the next volunteer and have them color.

(to the new kid) “You can color those threes in brown, [kid’s name].

(to audience) “Next, Paul moved down to what we wear on our feet.

Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:15 (NIrV) and read.

“Wear on your feet what will prepare you to tell the good news of peace.

“Check those out! (Point to the drawing of the shoes.) Kind of sandals, kind of cleats. Roman soldiers actually wore shoes with nails sticking out of the bottom so they could get a good grip on rough and rocky roads.

“Paul was saying that the way we ‘get a grip’ is by sharing God’s message of peace with the people we meet . . . everywhere our feet take us. Because of Jesus, everyone can have peace with God! 

(to the kid) “Thank you, [kid’s name], for coloring in those shoes. You can have a seat when you’re done.”
faith, salvation, God’s word
LEADER: (to audience) “I need a new volunteer to come color the number four section in silver.

Bring up the next volunteer and have them color.

“Paul continued.
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:16 (NIrV) and read.

“Also, pick up the shield of faith. With it you can put out all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

“A Roman soldier’s shield was everything! Not only could a soldier block arrows, swords, and spears, but he could get right behind his shield and charge, to push back the enemy. That’s exactly what strong faith in God can do for us. 

“Faith means trusting in what you CAN’T see because of what you CAN see. It’s believing in God and knowing that He’s always with you. Maybe the enemy tries to sneak in a thought like, ‘Nobody likes me,’ . . . but you block it because you have faith that God loves you no matter what!
(to the kid) “[Kid’s name], thanks for coloring in the shield. You can have a seat when you’re done.
(to audience) “It’s time for my next volunteer. Who’s got number five for me?
Bring up the next volunteer and have them color.

(to the new kid) “[Kid’s name], I need you to color the number five section in gold.
(to audience) “Let’s look at the next piece of armor. Paul wrote . . . 
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:17 (NIrV) and read.

“Put on the helmet of salvation.

“A helmet protects just what you think: your head! Your mind.

“When you put on the ‘helmet of salvation,’ that means you live every day KNOWING that Jesus is your Savior—knowing that Jesus died on the cross and paid the price for your sins so you could be forgiven and be God’s friend forever!

(to the kid) “Thank you, [kid’s name]. That helmet looks incredible. You can sit down when you’re finished.
(to audience) “Okay—we’ve got just one piece of armor left. So I need one last volunteer to come up and color in the part labeled number six, with silver.
Bring up the next volunteer and have them color.

“Paul wrote . . . 
Open the Bible to Ephesians 6:17 (NIrV) and read.

“And take the sword of the Holy Spirit. The sword is God’s word.

(Hold up Bible.) “The Bible is sometimes called ‘God’s Word.’ It was written by people who were inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. When you read the Bible, you’ll discover all kinds of amazing stories, letters, and poems that fit together to tell God’s Big Story. When you read and remember what’s in the Bible, you can always know what’s true. It’s a like a sword that can protect you, so you can stand up to any attack by the enemy!

(to the kid) “Wow—check out that sharp sword. Nice job, [kid’s name].”
Let the last kid finish coloring the sword, and let any of the other kids finish if they haven’t already. If it’s taking too long, you can always grab another marker/colored pencil/paintbrush/crayon of the remaining color(s) and help the kid(s) finish. Thank the kid(s) and dismiss them to their seats.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: (looking at the artwork) “This looks great, everyone! Thanks to our artists for helping out. 
(Reference the armor on the artwork.) “Remember, Paul said to ‘put on all of God’s armor’ (Ephesians 6:13, NIrV): the belt of truth . . . the armor of godliness on your chest . . . the good news of peace on your feet . . . the shield of faith . . . the helmet of salvation . . . and the sword of the Holy Spirit, which is God’s Word.
“We may not be wearing actual armor like this. (Reference the artwork.) But God has given us everything we need to stand up to anything we face in life—because of our confidence in Him!

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Use what God has given you to stand strong.
SLIDE: Theme Background
“Let’s talk to God ask Him to help us do that.”
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for giving us all we need to stand strong. Help us be strong in what we believe by putting on the belt of truth, the armor of godliness, and the good news of peace on our feet. Help us put on the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Holy Spirit—the sword of Your word. Help us remember how much You love us, and all that You’ve done for us, so that we can live with true confidence every day. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “The truth is, we’ll have trouble in this world. We’ll get in arguments with friends and family members. Things will happen that we never expected. But God has given us a kind of armor that will help us be ready for troubles that we CAN’T see. His armor will protect us and help us stand strong.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Use what God has given you to stand strong. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Use what God has given you to stand strong.”
LEADER: “Paul wrote that God’s word is like a sword. When voices inside try to tell you you’re not good enough or you don’t matter, your sword can help you fight back with the truth. The truth is, you DO matter . . . and God loves you so much that He sent Jesus to save you from your sins.

“Always remember that God is with you, and [Basic Truth] you can trust Him no matter what. The armor that God gives you will help you stand strong through anything you face in life.
“In Small Group, you’ll get to talk some more about what it means to put on God’s armor and stand strong. Let’s head that way right now!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Box of tissues with enough for everyone in the room to have one
· Trash can

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room (the walk-in music should be the Leader’s favorite song—i.e. his/her “walk-up song”)
· Playlist of fun “walk-up songs” for the game (suggestions: “Thunder” by Imagine Dragons, “We Will Rock You” by Queen, “Eye of the Tiger” by Survivor, “Roar” by Katy Perry, “Eye On It” by Toby Mac; “Born to Be Brave” from High School Musical: The Musical: The Series, “Happy” by Pharrell Williams, “Unbreakable” by Janelle Monáe and Kelly Clarkson, “What’s Up Danger” by Blackway and Black Caviar; or use upbeat worship songs if you prefer)
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Ask the Leader for his/her favorite song that you can play as Large Group begins. This should be a kid-appropriate song—ideally one that the kids would already know.

· Create a playlist of songs for the game. If needed, set the songs to start when the beat first comes in. (You can set the start times in iTunes by going to Edit / Song Info / Options.)
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “You’re the Reason” from Press Play: Get in the Mix 
· “Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “You’re the Reason” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· “Armor of God Color-by-Number” printed or sketched as large as possible on poster board or canvas
· Coloring supplies of your choice (markers, color pencils, washable paint, crayons) in orange, brown, gold, and silver
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Armor of God Color-by-Number
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Print or sketch the “Armor of God Color-by-Number” as large as possible, on poster board or canvas. You can find an example in the LG Assets PDF.
· Arrange a spot where you can display the artwork. It needs to be visible to the audience, but also easily reachable for the kids who color it. Cover it or turn it around so that you can reveal it during the story.
· Determine the best coloring supplies that kids can use to fill in the numbered sections quickly. Place the coloring supplies near the artwork.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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