252 Kids


June 2021 • Week 4
Press Play: Get in the mix


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—June 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Fire on the Mountain (Elijah and the Prophets of Baal) • 1 Kings 18:16-46 Today’s Bottom Line: God can do the impossible.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“You Are Faithful” from This Love and “Press Play” single)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Gingerbread Impossible
Application Activity: Paddle Bop
Memory Verse Activity: Musical Hop
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Fire on the Mountain (Elijah and the Prophets of Baal) • 1 Kings 18:16-46 Today’s Bottom Line: God can do the impossible.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for being a God who can do literally anything. Ask Him to help your few have confidence in who God is, especially when they’re facing an impossible situation or challenge. Ask God to give them confidence to meet head-on whatever they’re facing, knowing they serve and are loved by a God who can do the impossible.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Hand sanitizer, offering container, scrap paper, and pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite any kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer. 
· Give each kid a piece of scrap paper and a pencil.

· Ask the kids to pair up and play tic-tac-toe. 
· Explain to the kids that you’ll play tournament style—the kid who wins two out of three games advances to face the winner from another pair.
· Play until one kid is the overall winner.
· Watch for the times when the game ends in a draw—where it is impossible for anyone to win. Point out that this happens fairly often. 
· Ask:

· What does it mean when the game ends when no one can win? 
· How does it feel? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Confidence Rating Characters” and “Confidence Ratings Chart” Activity Pages, pens or pencils
What You Do:
· Set out the “Confidence Rating Characters” in the center of your small group area. 
· Give each kid a “Confidence Rating Chart” and a pen or pencil. 
· Ask the kids to read the “Confidence Rating Chart” and rate the characters in those categories from 1 to 10. Explain that:

· Rating a character at number one means that you are not confident at all in that character in that situation.

· Rating a character at number ten means that you are super-confident in that character in a situation. 
· Once the kids complete their charts, let them share their ratings with each other.
What You Say:
“We have confidence in different people for different situations. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to learn about someone you can have confidence in, no matter what the situation—even if the situation seems impossible.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Gingerbread Impossible 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Graham crackers, cookie icing in squeeze bottles, decorating items, plastic spoons and knives, paper plates, wipes, and hand sanitizer
NOTE: Be aware of allergies to the ingredients you use today and provide alternatives, if necessary.
What You Do:
· Instruct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer. 

· Give each kid a paper plate, plastic spoons, and plastic knives.
· Set out the other supplies where kids can reach what they need. 
· Challenge the kids to build a “box” with graham crackers and icing that they think might look like the altar to God that Elijah made in the Bible story. 
· If the kids need suggestions, explain they can stand graham cracker squares up and “glue” them together on the four sides with cookie icing then place another square on top.
· After the altars are built, direct the kids to add decorations. 
· Explain that the chocolate bars can be the logs, the Starburst® candies can be flattened and trimmed to be fire. They can surround the altars with the blue candies for water. 
· Talk about the story while the kids work.
· Set the treats aside for the kids to take home later.
What You Say: 
“Sometimes, things feel impossible. What feels impossible to you, right now? (learning to tie shoes, a subject in school they don’t understand, parents not getting along, a sick family member, etc.)
“Those things can feel impossible, and they are really hard! In our Bible story today, God did the impossible for Elijah. He showed that He is the only God worth following, the only true God. We can have confidence in Him because [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible. God can even do the impossible in your life! How could God help you with the impossible situations you mentioned before?” (Pause for responses.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time when God did the impossible in your life. If you can, focus on something that was more “ordinary” than miraculous. Has God healed a relationship? Brought peace to what was a painful memory? Given you the strength to keep your word or finish what you start? Invite kids to share as well.) 

*2. Paddle Bop
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Paper plates, plastic spoons, masking tape, and inflated balloons
What You Do:
· Give each kid a paper plate and a plastic spoon.

· Show the kids how to tape the plastic spoon onto the back of the paper plate to make a paddle. 
· Instruct everyone to make a paddle. Help younger kids if necessary.
· Ask the kids to pair up.

· Have the partners stand, facing each other, about six feet apart. 
· Give one kid in each pair a balloon.
· Direct the kids to use their paddles to bop the balloon between themselves a few times. 
· Instruct the kids to take a step back, away from their partner, and bop the balloon. 
· Play this a few times, stepping back a little each round, until no one can reach their partner with the balloon. 
· Set aside the paddles and balloons. 
What You Say:
“There are a lot of factors that make this game tricky, and after a while it seemed impossible to keep going. What things did you have control over? What things could you change about how you played? (Invite responses.) What things were out of your control? (Invite responses.)
“When you face something in your life that’s out of your control and impossible for you to change, who can you have confidence in? Why? (Invite discussion. Prompt answers like: you can have confidence in someone who can exert control like your parents who can drive you somewhere, a doctor who can help you get better, a teacher who can adjust a lesson or let you retake a test, etc.) 
“Because [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible, we can have confidence that He can help us in any situation. He might not change what’s going on, but He can change how we face it. If you’re scared of thunderstorms, you can’t always change how you feel when you’re in the middle of one. But if you talk to God and ask for His help when you’re scared, how is God likely to help you? (Invite responses.) 
“God can remind us that He is with us in every situation and we don’t face anything alone. We can lean on Him when we go through something hard.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What seems impossible to you right now?
· What could God do about those situations?
· How does reminding ourselves what God can do help us when we’re up against a situation that feels more than we can handle? 
3. Musical Hop 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Construction paper, device to play music, upbeat music, and Bibles
What You Do:
· Review Psalm 27:13, and ask if anyone wants to say it completely from memory.

· Lay the pieces of construction paper down in a circle. Put down about same number of pieces of paper as there are kids in your group. 
· Instruct the kids to walk from paper to paper as you play the music.
· Stop the music suddenly and call out a color of construction paper.
· Direct the kids standing on that color to share one way they have seen God’s goodness this week, month, or year.
· Instruct the kids to say the verse together.
· Play the music again and have the kids walk from piece to piece.
· Each time you pause the music, call out a different color of paper and have kids share a way they’ve seen God’s goodness.
· Play enough rounds that everyone has a chance to share. 
What You Say:
“Those are all such awesome ways to see God’s goodness! And some of those situations you were in might have seemed impossible at the time, but we know that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible. Our verse talks about confidence in seeing God’s goodness. When you see God’s goodness, who can you share this confidence with? (Invite responses.) 
“When we talk about God and His goodness together with our friends and family, it helps us remember who God is. It helps us remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Tell kids that you will lead them in a responsive prayer. A responsive prayer is when you pray and the kids respond to what you pray.
· Instruct the kids to say [Bottom Line] “God can do the impossible,” when you prompt them to say it as you pray.
· Make sure everyone has plenty of room.
· (Optional) Ask the kids to listen carefully and to move their bodies to sort of pantomime each situation as you pray about it.
What You Say:
“Dear God, please help us remember that You can do the impossible.
“When I lie in bed and feel afraid, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I take a test that makes me nervous, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I clean out my closet and it’s too big of a job for me to do alone, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I play video games and my mom tells me it’s time to stop, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I’m afraid to stand up for what’s right, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I play sports and I’m frustrated, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When I’m in a line and I feel like I can’t wait another minute, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“When someone says something rude and I want to be rude back, I’ll remember that [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible!
“Thank You God that You can do the impossible! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen!”
As adults arrive to pick up, send kids home with the candy altars they built. Ask the kids to tell the adults about the Bible story the candy altars illustrate and how [Bottom Line] God can do the impossible.

GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Offering container

· Scrap paper
· Pencils
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Confidence Rating Characters” Activity Page; one set for each small group

· Print the “Confidence Ratings Chart” Activity Page; one for each kid

· Pens or pencils 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Gingerbread Impossible 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Graham crackers
· Cookie icing in squeeze bottles
· Decorating items such as chocolate bar squares for “logs;” Starburst® candies in red and orange for “fire;” blue coated chocolate pieces or gummy candies for “water”
· Plastic spoons and knives
· Paper plates 
· Wipes 
*2. Paddle Bop 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Paper plates; one for each kid
· Plastic spoons; one for each kid
· Masking tape
· Inflated balloons, at least one for every two kids
3. Musical Hop 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Construction paper
· Device to play music
· Pre-selected, upbeat music 
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resource: Parent Cue app. 
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