252 Kids


June 2021 • Week 3
Press Play: Get in the mix


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—June 2021, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Use Somebody (Gideon) • Judges 6–8
Today’s Bottom Line: God can use you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Press Play” single and “I Can Always Trust You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Gideon, This Is Your Life!
Application Activity: Gideon and Gladys
Memory Verse Activity: Sneak and Smash
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Use Somebody (Gideon) • Judges 6–8
Today’s Bottom Line: God can use you no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for the kids who might struggle with feelings of worthlessness or are just generally down on themselves. Ask God to help all of your kids understand that He can and wants to use them, no matter what. Thank God for uniquely gifting each of your few for the plans He has for them. Pray that the story of Gideon will inspire them to allow themselves to be used by God.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Hand sanitizer, offering container, scrap paper, and pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name and with an elbow bump or high-five.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.

· Give each kid a piece of scrap paper and a pencil.

· Invite kids to write a secret or hidden talent they have. 
· The secret talent doesn’t have to be significant. It can be something like opening tight jars, always ordering the yummiest food at the restaurant, or good at running or math.
· For younger kids, it can be things they do independently like snapping their fingers, riding a bike, or whistling. 
· If time allows, collect the papers. 
· Read the talent out loud and let the group guess who has that talent. 
· Talk about things that you’re good at too, even if they aren’t earth-shattering. Let kids see that everyone is good at SOMETHING. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Opposite Day Cards” Activity Page, tape 
What You Do:
· Choose a kid to be the first to play. 
· Tape one of the “Opposite Day Cards” on their back. 
· Encourage the group to give the kid hints about the word on their back, but announce that it’s opposite day—the kid has to correctly guess the OPPOSITE of the word on their back.
· Encourage the kids to raise their hands with a clue.
· Remind kids, if necessary, that they’re trying to get the guesser to say the opposite of the word on their back.
· Make sure everyone gets a chance to wear a card and guess. Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“You are great at opposites! [Transition] Let’s go hear about someone with the opposite of confidence and what happened when God had a plan for him.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Gideon, This Is Your Life! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Oatmeal or cream of wheat in a bag, piece of fleece material, water bottle, party horn, flashlight, modeling clay, toy soldiers, camping water cup, and pillow or sleep mask, (Optional) phone or tablet for video recording
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle.
· Hand a different item to each kid.
· If you have more items than kids, give more than one item to each kid.

· Ask the kids to explain what the item(s) they received has/have to do with Gideon.
· NOTE: Some items have been “updated” from the story—the oatmeal/cream of wheat is for the wheat Gideon was threshing, the flashlight is the torch, the clay is for the jars, etc. 
· Once kids answer, ask them to work together to line the props in order to tell Gideon’s story. 
· (Optional) Record one or two kids re-telling Gideon’s story down the line of props to show to families or your church community, or to post on your church’s social media outlets (with parental permission). 
What You Say:
These look like a bunch of unrelated items. If we piled them up, it might look like a bunch of junk! But all of these things had a purpose in God’s plan for Gideon’s life.
“God had a plan for every event that Gideon went through—even if Gideon didn’t believe it at first! But by using such ordinary things—torches, wheat, and normal dishes—God pointed out that He can incorporate anything or anyone in His plan. [Bottom Line] God can use you no matter what. 
“God showed Gideon that He didn’t need a giant strong superhero or awesome, high-tech expensive tools to carry out His plan. God uses normal people with normal things and normal lives, like Gideon and like us. 
“You might think you have to grow up before God can use you, or that you have to look for something extraordinary to do, but that’s not the way God works. God uses us to show love to others all the time, just by being us.”
[Make It Personal] (Share what being used by God as a Small Group Leader means to you. Point out that by being a SGL, you said ‘Yes’ to being used by God in a very normal, everyday kind of way. If you had fears or nerves, share those with kids in an age-appropriate way. What have you gotten to do as an SGL that amazes you?) 

*2. Gideon and Gladys 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Prepared “Gideon and Gladys” Activity Pages
What You Do:
· Gather the kids in a circle.

· Read the “Gideon and Gladys” story together. 
· Explain that the story will prompt them to respond. When they are prompted with “She could walk” or “She could clean,” encourage the kids to say and do the following.
· “She could walk, and she could clean!” 
· Make the motion of walking fingers or using an imaginary cloth to polish a surface.
What You Say:
“How are Gladys from this story and Gideon from the Bible story similar? How are they different? (Invite responses.) How are you like Gideon? (Invite responses.) How are you like Gladys? (Invite responses.) 
“Gideon and Gladys both did what they could do—nothing more and nothing less. God didn’t demand that Gideon become a giant superhero, and He didn’t ask Gladys to grow wings and fly to China! [Bottom Line] God can use you no matter what. It will look really normal at first—like being kind to a new kid in your neighborhood or inviting your younger sibling to join you and your friends when you play outside. But God will take that little thing you do and make it HUGE in someone else’s life. 
“This also means that you can work on your skills—school, chores, sports, exercise, dance—and feel confident that God will use you in those. God may ask you to try something new, but He can use you anywhere and in any way. Where could God use you this week?” (Invite answers.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How has God used someone in your life—just by being kind or helpful—to show you His love? 
· When was the last time you did something to show love to someone else? How did that feel? 
· What are some other ways God could use you?
3. Sneak and Smash 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles and paper lunch bags
What You Do:
· Look up Psalm 27:13 together and read it out loud. 
· Make sure everyone can say the verse together before the game begins.
· Set lunch sacks around the edges of the room and give one to each kid.
· Instruct the kids to inflate their lunch bag by blowing in it, then tightly twist the top. 
· Show the kids how to pop the paper bag by smashing it with their hands.
· Tell the kids that when you say “Sneak” they should drop to the floor and “army crawl” on the floor to get to a bag.
· Tell the kids that when you say “Smash” they should stand up with the bag they army crawled to, inflate it, and “pop” it while saying Psalm 27:13.
What You Say:
“That was fun! I liked the ‘Smash’ part better than the ‘Sneak’ part. We used a pretty ordinary thing—this paper bag—in a creative way. Have you ever used one of these before? (Invite responses.) Usually, they hold things like lunch or supplies, but that’s not what we used them for today. 
“It’s like the way that [Bottom Line] God can use you no matter what. Most often, God uses us to be kind to our neighbors and our family, to show His love by being ourselves. That is awesome! I’m so glad that God uses us every day. 
“But sometimes there’s something special we can do—like make a card for someone who is shut-in or share our money or belongings with people in need. That’s like this paper bag becoming something special.
“So here’s a challenge for you this week. Take home a paper bag and figure out a way to use it to show God’s love to someone. What ideas do you already have? (If the kids need suggestions, share some ideas, i.e. packing a snack for a friend, putting in small toys to donate, saving money in the bag to share at church, wrapping a small gift for a sibling, making a puppet to entertain a little kid, etc.)
“Our memory verse says that we can have confidence that we will see God’s goodness—and sometimes that means we can see God’s goodness in what God does through us!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Large paper or posterboard and markers
What You Do: 
· Together, say [Bottom Line] God can use you no matter what. 
· Write the Bottom Line in the middle of the poster board, leaving plenty of room for kids to draw. 
· Instruct the kids to gather around the poster board.

· Ask the kids to draw one way that God can use them this week.
· Brainstorm together out loud as you all decorate your poster board.
· When it’s finished, affirm the kids’ confidence that God will use them this week. If you have time, affirm the kids by name. (“Nathan, that’s a great drawing of a moving van! I’m excited to hear how God will use you this week to be kind to your new neighbors.”) 
· Close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for using us in Your plan, no matter where we are or what we can do! Please help us be willing to follow You and do whatever we can to show others Your love. We love You, and we pray these things in Your name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send kids home with a paper bag—NOT TO SMASH—but to use in a creative way to serve and love their families.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Offering container

· Scrap paper
· Pencils
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Opposite Day Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Tape 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Gideon, This is Your Life! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Oatmeal or cream of wheat in a plastic zip-top bag
· Piece of fleece material 
· Water bottle
· Party horn
· Flashlight
· Modeling clay
· Toy soldiers
· Camping water cup
· Pillow or sleep mask
· (Optional) Phone or tablet for video recording
*2. Gideon and Gladys
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Gideon and Gladys Storybook” Activity Page on paper; one for each small group

· Stapler or plastic page protectors and a binder

· You can simply staple the pages together or place each page in a page protector and put them in a binder.
3. Sneak and Smash 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Paper lunch sacks; several for each kid 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Large paper or poster board 
· Markers
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resource: Parent Cue app. 
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