252 Kids


June 2021 • Week 1
Press Play: Get in the mix


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule— June 2021, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: You Say (God So Loved the World) • John 3:16 (supporting: John 3:1-21) 

Today’s Bottom Line: You can be confident because God loves you.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Press Play” single and “You Are Faithful” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: All the Questions
Application Activity: In Tune
Memory Verse Activity: Press Play, Then Pause
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: You Say (God So Loved the World) • John 3:16 (supporting: John 3:1-21) 

Today’s Bottom Line: You can be confident because God loves you.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that your kids will begin to form their identity in who God is and who He made them to be. Ask God to help kids find their confidence in Him and not in anything the world tells them about who they are. Pray that kids will internalize the truth that God made them intentionally, they matter, and they are loved; especially by Him. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Hand sanitizer, offering container, beach ball, (optional) popsicles and wipes 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite any kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer. 
· Ask the kids to form a circle.

· Toss the beach ball around the circle.

· Invite kids to talk about their summer plans.
· Ask: The past year or so has brought a lot of changes, but what is one thing you can count on doing this summer?
· If providing the popsicles, enjoy the treat together. Talk about things that you can count on in the summer. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Masking tape
What You Do:
· Place a long line of masking tape on the floor of your small group area.
· Line the group up along the masking tape.

· Designate one side of the tape line “confidence” and the other side “no confidence.” 
· Explain that you will share some scenarios, and the kids will jump to one side of the tape line or the other depending on whether or not they would have confidence or no confidence in that situation.
· Would they have confidence to: 

· Cross a bridge built by world-class engineers and builders 
· Cross a bridge built by kindergarteners out of pretzel sticks 
· Learn basketball from a professional basketball coach before a big game
· Learn basketball from a professional chef before a big game 
· Wear sneakers made with the latest technology in fabric and grip 
· Wear sneakers made with the latest advances in cheese 
· Let your Great Aunt Edna choose your clothes for a month
· Let your favorite YouTuber™ choose your clothes every day for a month
· Ride a well-trained pony at a fair
· Ride a wild monkey escaped from the zoo
What You Say:
“A lot of outside factors affect our confidence in something or someone, but there’s one thing we can always be confident in. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to find out what that is!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. All the Questions
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “All the Questions Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to sit in a circle.

· Give each kid a card from the “All the Questions Cards” Activity Page, but they keep their card a secret from the rest of the group.
· Explain that you will play a guessing game about some of the people and parts of today’s Bible story.

· Choose a kid to go first. 
· Direct that kid to read their card if they haven’t already, but not share what it is. (You might need to whisper the word to your younger non-readers.)
· Instruct the first kid to start the game by saying, “I hear you have a lot of questions.” 
· Direct the rest of the kids, one at a time around the circle, to ask questions to guess about the person, place, or thing on the first kid’s card. 
· Tell the kids that they can only ask yes or no questions.
· If younger players need help, point out that there are some hints on each card. (You can also guide older kids to help younger kids out by giving them an idea for a question to ask.)
· Once the first player’s card is revealed, direct the kid on their left to go next.
· Play until everyone has had a chance to be asked about their card.
What You Say:
“Those were a lot of questions! Who in our Bible Story had a lot of questions? (Nicodemus) What kind of questions did he ask? (who Jesus was, how to be born again, etc.) 
“Nicodemus had a lot of questions, and Jesus didn’t give him all the answers—just the most important one. [Bottom Line] You can be confident because God loves you. 
“You don’t have to know all the answers, be perfect at everything, or never make a mistake. Nicodemus didn’t have to be the smartest or the best. He just had to have confidence that God loved him because of Jesus. That’s a big idea, but John tried to explain it in the Bible in John 3:16. I liked the way they explained that verse in Large Group.
“God loved. (Point to heaven then cross arms over your chest like you’re hugging yourself.) God gave. (Point to heaven then extend both hands like you’re giving something away.) Whoever believes . . . (bring hand chest-height, point out in a sweeping motion, then point to your heart) lives forever. (Give two thumbs-up then extend hands outward, palms down, as far as you can reach.)
“Remember this little saying—God loved, God gave, whoever believes, lives forever—so that [Bottom Line] You can be confident because God loves you.”

2. In Tune
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Water glasses, metal forks or spoons, large pitchers, water, and Bible
NOTE: Ideally the water glasses are the same shape and size. Mason jars work well and can be bought in bulk relatively inexpensively. This will not work with plastic cups.
What You Do:
· Give everyone a water glass and fork or spoon.
· Let kids clink their glasses with their forks or spoons to hear how they sound when they’re empty.
· Pour a small amount of water into your glass and gently clink your glass with the fork or spoon. 
· Pass around the pitcher and see if kids can pour the correct amount of water to match the note you’re playing on your glass.
· Let kids have a turn to be the leader, adding water to their glass or pouring some out to create their own note that the rest of the group must tune to.
· Clear the glasses, forks, spoons, and water away when finished to avoid spills.
What You Say:
“Good work! We eventually managed to play together in tune—with all of us matching notes with the leader.
In our Bible story today, Jesus wanted Nicodemus to “tune” his heart and mind to the truth that God loves everyone and will forgive anyone. It was probably hard for Nicodemus to understand that. He had to learn a whole new way of thinking about God.
“There’s an idea about God that we have a hard time ‘tuning into,’ as well. We tend to think one of two things: we’re not good enough for God, or we’re perfect and don’t need God. Neither of those is true, and neither of those is what God thinks of us. (Read John 3:16-17aloud.) The truth is, all people are loved by God, even the ‘worst,’ and all people need God’s love, even the ‘best.’
“God wants your confidence to come from Him and Him alone—not from anything you do. That’s the truth God wants to you to ‘tune’ into. Remember that [Bottom Line] you can be confident because God loves you. 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What are some things that give us confidence?

· What are some things that take away our confidence or just make us feel like we’re not all that great?

· We do a lot of things based on our confidence in ourselves: how we dress, what we say we like, what sports we play, or how we act at school. But what would change if you were confident just because God loves you?
· How would that change how you act with your family or friends?
· How would it change how you thought about yourself? 
3. Press Play, Then Pause
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles, upbeat music, and device to play music
What You Do:
· Look up Psalm 27:13 together, using the tips below if needed. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Psalms in the list under Old Testament. When the kid finds Psalms, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and read it aloud. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Psalms. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their own Bibles. When they all find Psalms, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 27, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 13 in chapter 27. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Explain that you’re going to play a game of “Freeze!”
· Start the music. 
· Encourage kids to dance around, run in place, do jumping jacks, etc. 
· Abruptly stop the music and tell kids to Freeze!
· Direct anyone who is still moving to sit down.
· Lead everyone in saying the memory verse together.
· Play the music again and repeat the stopping, freezing, and reciting the verse a few more times. 
· Play one more round at the end, inviting all the kids who are sitting to join the group.
What You Say:
“It can take a lot of confidence to dance in front of people, sing in front of people, or even just answer out loud when the teacher calls on you. What else takes confidence to do? (Pause for responses.) 
“Confidence comes when you listen to the right people about who you are. Who can remind you who you are and what’s true about you? (parents, teachers, SGL, etc.) And of course, who is the most important one to tell us who we are? (God) 
“God knows everything about you—how you dance, how you laugh, that weird face you make when you smell something gross. God knows all the great stuff you’ve done and all the stuff you’re embarrassed about or sorry for. God knows everything about you, and He loves you, no matter what. When you feel a little silly, or if you ever feel lost or lonely, remember that [Bottom Line] you can have confidence because God loves you. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when, because you felt confident in God’s love for you, you were able to do or say something extraordinary.) I can tell you for sure that no matter what, [Bottom Line] you can have confidence because God loves you.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Gather kids around and teach them the motions from “All the Questions” Activity.
· God loved. (Point to heaven then cross arms over your chest like you’re hugging yourself.)
· God gave. (Point to heaven then extend both hands like you’re giving something away.)
· Whoever believes . . . (Bring hand chest-height, point out in a sweeping motion, then point to your heart.) 
· Lives forever. (Give a thumbs-up then extend hands outward, palms down, as far as you can reach.)
· Repeat the saying and motions a few times until kids can do it by themselves. 
What You Say:
“God’s rescue plan for humanity is the reason that [Bottom Line] you can be confident because God loves you. God sent Jesus to rescue all of us from sin and death. (Whatever your church’s procedures/traditions are for leading kids in salvation conversations, now would be a great time carry those out.) Let’s pray.
“Dear God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent Jesus to rescue us. Thank You for giving us the confidence to be who You created us to be. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send a card from “All the Questions” home with each kid to test out their families’ knowledge.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Offering container

· Beach ball
· (Optional) Popsicles and hand wipes
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Masking tape
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
· If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. All the Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “All the Questions Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group

2. In Tune 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Water glasses; one for each kid and the SGL
NOTE: Ideally the water glasses are the same shape and size. Mason jars work well and can be bought in bulk relatively inexpensively. This will not work with plastic cups.
· Metal forks or spoons; one for each kid and the SGL
· Large pitchers filled with water
· Bible
3. Press Play, Then Pause
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Device to play music
· Upbeat music from a streaming service, playlist, or whatever media your device requires
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resource: Parent Cue app. 
1
©2021 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

