252 Kids


June 2021 • Week 2

Press Play: Get in the mix


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—June 2021, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Cities in Dust (Israel Captures Jericho) • Joshua 5:13–6:20
Today’s Bottom Line: God’s plan is the best plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love and “Trust You with My Heart” from This Love)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Jericho Journals
Application Activity: Human Coding
Memory Verse Activity: Forward March!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Cities in Dust (Israel Captures Jericho) • Joshua 5:13–6:20
Today’s Bottom Line: God’s plan is the best plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters with lots of energy and enthusiasm, dancing to the music.

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
AUDIO: Keep the music playing, but lower the volume
LEADER: (still dancing) “What’s up, everyone? It’s great to see you here. I know my dancing alone is worth the price of admission, right? Well, I may not be the best dancer, but I’d like to think that what I lack in talent, I make up for in confidence.
AUDIO: Fade out music
Stop dancing.

“There are lots of things that can make us feel confident, but do you know where TRUE confidence comes from?

SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Confidence is learning to see yourself the way God sees you.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“THAT’S what gives you the confidence to be your true self. When you know how much God loves you, you can take on anything life throws your way!
“I may not be the best dancer you’ve ever seen, but I’ve got a surprise: I’ve brought in someone who I think could earn that title. Everyone, please join me in welcoming [dancer’s name] to [your environment’s name] stage.
AUDIO: Fun, cool instrumental dance music
Let the guest dancer perform for about 30 seconds. Lead the kids in applauding for him/her.

“That was AH-mazing! I mean, when I hear the beat, I can’t help but dance . . . but now I’m not so sure what I was doing could really be called dancing. The good news is, [dancer’s name] is here to help us learn to be more confident dancers. Everyone, on your feet, because it’s time to JUST DANCE!
The guest dancer should demonstrate the first super-easy dance move, taking time to show the movement in detail. When the kids get the hang of it, shout, “Level up!” The dancer should change the move to something a little more challenging.

As you continue to “level up,” the moves should get harder and harder. Encourage the kids to stick with it. Note: The last move should finish with something to punctuate the ending.
When you get to the fifth move . . . 
“Whew! That’s getting pretty challenging there, [dancer’s name] . . . but it’s SO fun to try. How about if we do a quick recap of all five moves then put them all together?
The guest dancer should do a quick recap of all five moves, then lead the kids through them all in sequence.
AUDIO: Fade out music
“That was EPIC! Wow! So much fun! Thank you, [dancer’s name], for teaching us how to dance better. It really helped when you broke down the moves so we could understand them. I feel so much more confident in my skills now!

Applaud for the dancer as he/she exits.

“Everyone, stay on your feet. Now that we’re warmed up, let’s keep dancing while we sing some songs and worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “It always helps when you can follow along with someone who really knows what they’re doing. That’s true about our relationship with God, too! Remember, God has a good plan for our lives. We can choose to live His way because we know it’s the BEST way. Let’s sing out and tell Jesus that we’ll trust Him, through all the good times and the tough times in life.
AUDIO: “Jesus I Will Trust You” / track 2 from This Love
“Listen to what David wrote in Psalm 138:8 (NIrV): LORD, you will show that I was right to trust you. LORD, your faithful love continues forever. You have done so much for us, so don’t stop now. God is so good to us! Let’s keep praising Him together.
AUDIO: “Trust You with My Heart” / track 9 from This Love
“I’m so glad to know that [Basic Truth] I can trust God no matter what! You can all have a seat now.”
BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “As I tell this story, I’ll need some help from all of you. I need you to make the sound effects for me whenever I do this. (Hold your hand by your ear.) And be sure to stop right away when I do this. (Wave in the air like an orchestra conductor.) You can stay sitting down while you make the sounds. Sound like a plan? (Pause for response.) Great! Let’s get started.
“God’s people, the Israelites, had been slaves in Egypt. God rescued them and set them free . . . and after 40 years of wandering in the desert, they finally reached the land God had promised them. They were excited! (Hold your hand by your ear.)
The kids cheer. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)
“The priests carried the ark. This wasn’t like Noah’s ark, but rather a beautiful chest that somehow carried God’s presence. It reminded the Israelites that God was with them.
“The leader of the Israelites was named Joshua. God told Joshua what to do when they arrived at the Jordan River, and Joshua obeyed as he led them to the water’s edge. As soon as the priests stepped into the Jordan, it stopped flowing, just as God had said! The waters parted, and God’s people crossed on dry land—just as God had led them through the Red Sea 40 years before! Let’s hear those footsteps. (Hold your hand by your ear.)
The kids stomp their feet. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)
“The Amorites and Canaanites living in the land heard what God had done, and they were afraid. They retreated to their towns—including the high-walled city of Jericho. They weren’t brave enough to face God’s people.”
The message
LEADER: “When Joshua was near Jericho, he spotted a man standing nearby. The man was holding a sword, ready for battle!

“Joshua went up and asked the man if he was on the Israelites’ side or the side of their enemies. Here’s what the man said.

Open your Bible to Joshua 5:14 (NIrV) and read.
“‘I am not on either side,’ he replied. ‘I have come as the commander of the LORD’s army.’
“Joshua knelt down with his face to the ground. He asked the commander what message the Lord had for him.
Open your Bible to Joshua 5:15 (NIrV) and read.

“The commander of the LORD’s army replied, ‘Take off your sandals. The place you are standing on is holy ground.’
“Quickly, Joshua tugged off his sandals. Then God gave Joshua an important message—a battle plan unlike any other! Joshua called for the priests and set the plan in motion.”
the plan
LEADER: “Joshua started by giving a job to the priests. Here’s what he told them.

Open the Bible to Joshua 6:6 (NIrV) and read.

“Go and get the ark of the covenant of the LORD. I want seven of you to carry trumpets in front of it.

Walk through the audience and give a kazoo to seven different kids.

(to the kids) “Here you go. Don’t play it yet, though, okay?

“Next, Joshua gathered the army and gave them an order. He said . . . 
Open the Bible to Joshua 6:7 (NIrV) and read.

“Move out! March around the city. Some of the fighting men must march in front of the ark of the LORD.
“Now that everyone had their orders, they began to move. Some of the army marched in front to protect the group. Let’s hear that marching, everyone. (Hold your hand by your ear.)
The kids stomp their feet. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

“Then the seven priests moved forward, blowing the seven trumpets. Let’s hear ‘em! (Hold your hand by your ear.)
The kids with the kazoos play them. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

“Behind them came the ark of the Lord. The others marched behind the ark to guard it. The entire time they marched, the priests blew the trumpets. Okay, you can blow them again. (Hold your hand by your ear.)

The kids with the kazoos play them. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

“But otherwise, they didn’t say a word. That’s because Joshua had told them not to raise their voices or shout—to not even say a word until his command.

“Joshua led the army around the city one time like this. Then he led them back to the camp. That was the first day.
Hold up the Day 1 sign and drop it.
“The next day, they did the same thing.
Hold up the Day 2 sign and drop it.

“And the next.

Hold up the Day 3 sign and drop it.

“In fact, they did the same thing for six days in a row—just blowing their trumpets as they carried the ark once around the city. Let me hear you blow those trumpets and march.” (Hold your hand by your ear.)

As the kids stomp and play their kazoos, hold up and drop the Day 4, Day 5, and Day 6 signs. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

the Grand Finale
LEADER: “Then, at dawn on the seventh day, the army and priests formed their parade once more.
Hold up the Day 7 sign and drop it.

“This time, though, they marched around the city seven times. When they finished, the priests blew a long blast on their trumpets—just as God had told Joshua. Okay, priests, let’s hear that long blast. (Hold your hand by your ear.)

The kids with the kazoos play them. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

“Then, Joshua told the army to shout, just as God had told him to do. Let me hear that battle cry! (Hold your hand by your ear.)

Everyone shouts. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)
“When they shouted, the walls of the city of Jericho fell down—just as God said they would! Do you think you can make that sound? (Hold your hand by your ear.)

Everyone makes “walls falling” sounds. (Get them to stop with the conductor motion.)

“As the air cleared, the Israelites stared in amazement. The city was wide open! With nothing to stand in their way, the Israelites charged right in. And that day, they completely defeated the city of Jericho!

“Great job with the sound effects, everyone. Let me collect those kazoos then we’ll wrap up.”
Collect the kazoos in the prop box. (Dispose of them after Large Group.)

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “God was with Joshua, and Joshua became well-known everywhere in the land—all because he chose to trust God. He knew that God is trustworthy, and that meant God’s plan was trustworthy, too.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God’s plan is the best plan.
“The battle plan God gave to Joshua might have seemed strange to others, and maybe even to Joshua. But because Joshua trusted God and did what God said, the Israelites were victorious!

“Let’s talk to God about the plans He has for our lives.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, it’s so good to know that we can always trust You. Sometimes, it’s hard for us to see the full picture of what You’re doing in our lives. But we can see from the story of Joshua and the battle of Jericho that Your plan is the BEST plan. Help us keep trusting You, even when we don’t understand. Help us keep living Your way. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “We can’t always see how things will work out in God’s plan. Think about what it was like for Joshua and the Israelites when they looked up at the big city walls of Jericho. They had to trust God’s plan in order to win the battle and live in the land God had promised for them.

“Or think about what it was like for Jesus’ disciples when Jesus died on the cross. They must have been so confused about how such a sad, awful thing could be part of God’s plan. But everything made sense later when they saw how Jesus came back to life—and when Jesus explained why everything had happened the way it did.
“Sometimes you can’t see exactly how things will turn out. But you can keep following God and choosing to live His way. You can have confidence in Him. You can trust that His plan is always best.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God’s plan is the best plan. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God’s plan is the best plan.”
LEADER: “You might not always know what God has planned for your life or for your family. Sometimes things happen that are confusing and just don’t make sense. But through it all, [Basic Truth] you can trust God no matter what. You can know that His plan is the best plan.
“We’ve got some more fun planned in Small Group, so let’s head that way now!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Guest dancer (see “What You Do”)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun, cool instrumental dance music (ideally, the dancer’s choice)
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Invite someone who dances really well to come in and teach some dance moves to the kids. This could be anyone from a professional dancer in your community to a cheerleader or drill team member from your local high school. Discuss the plan with the guest dancer and figure out five dance moves he/she can teach the kids, ranging from really simple to pretty challenging—with some kind of move to punctuate the ending. Explain to the dancer that he/she will first come out and do a short routine to show his/her skills, then teach the five individual moves to the kids, then put those five moves together in a routine.
· Ask the dancer for a music suggestion—something instrumental that will work well for what he/she wants to do.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love
· “Trust You with My Heart” from This Love
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Prop box containing:
· Seven kazoos
· Seven signs on cardstock or poster board: Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5, Day 6, and Day 7

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Place the props in the box, and set it somewhere on the stage but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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