252 Kids			June 2021 • Week 1
Press Play: Get in the mix			Large Group • K–5 • Starter
Today’s Suggested Schedule—June 2021, Week 1

Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62402113]Today’s Bible Story: You Say (God So Loved the World) • John 3:16 (supporting: John 3:1-21) 
Today’s Bottom Line: You can be confident because God loves you.
Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)
Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.


PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Press Play” from Press Play: Get in the Mix and “You Are Faithful” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer
Closer

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: All the Questions
Application Activity: In Tune
Memory Verse Activity: Press Play, Then Pause
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App


LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: You Say (God So Loved the World) • John 3:16 (supporting: John 3:1-21) 
Today’s Bottom Line: You can be confident because God loves you.
Monthly Memory Verse: I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Psalm 27:13 (NIV)
Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.



Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Leader enters with lots of energy and enthusiasm, dancing around to the music.

Video (Media Package): Theme


OPENER
AUDIO: Keep the music playing, but lower the volume

LEADER: “Hey, hey, hey, everyone! It’s fantastic to see you here today! I’m in the best mood, which usually happens when I listen to a song like this. Nothing pumps me up like listening to my favorite music. It makes me feel like I can do anything! It gives me confidence to take on my day and any challenge that comes my way!

“Confidence is a pretty important thing to have. It’s what gives us the courage to take on new things, speak up for what’s right, and be ourselves, no matter what. But the confidence that comes from listening to your favorite song, or maybe getting a new outfit or a cool new pair of kicks . . . well, that kind of confidence fades. TRUE confidence is much deeper than that.


Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App

“Confidence is learning to see yourself the way God sees you.


Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It’s finding out how much He loves you and knowing that He’s ALWAYS with you. If you live with THAT kind of confidence, you can make the MOST of whatever God has set in front of you, each and every day. You can ‘press play’ . . . get in the mix . . . and join the party!
AUDIO: Bring the music back up

Dance around for a few seconds and encourage the kids to sing and dance along as they feel comfortable.

AUDIO: Fade out music

“That’s a fun song! I’ve got some more great tunes for us to enjoy this morning, too. But they might sound a little different than you’re used to. I’ll pop up the lyrics to a famous movie song, and you all can try to guess which song you think it is. The lyrics might look a little different, though—because they’ve been put through Google Translate a few times, then translated back to English.

Note: Depending on how many kids you have, you can make this a team game where kids send their captain up to ring a buzzer and submit their team answer, or you can make it an all-play.

“I’ll start you off with a pretty easy one.

SLIDE: Alternate Lyrics Slide #1 (“Let It Go”)

(Read the slide, being sure not to sing it)
“Give up, Give up
Tune in and shut a door
You do not care what you’re saying
Let us very angry

“Any guesses?

“Yes! ‘Let It Go!’ from Frozen. Let’s try singing it with these lyrics. Ready?

AUDIO (optional): Instrumental version of “Let It Go,” cued up to start just before the chorus

Get everyone to sing along with you as you sing the new lyrics to the original song melody. To make it extra-fun, you could even play the instrumental karaoke track and sing along to it together.

“How about this one?

SLIDE: Alternate Lyrics Slide #2 (“Part of Your World”)

(Read the slide, being sure not to sing it)
“You have scolded her daughter
You do not need to give
Smart new woman,
from the disease of the sponge,
and willing to stand!

“Who knows what this one is?

“Yes! ‘Part of Your World’ from The Little Mermaid!

AUDIO (optional): Instrumental version of “Part of Your World,” cued up to start just before this part of the song (which is at 1:55 on the original recording)

Again, get everyone to sing along—either with or without the background track.

“Up next. . . 

SLIDE: Alternate Lyrics Slide #3 (“You’re Welcome”)

(Read the slide, being sure not to sing it)
“How can you not say ‘never mind’?
For your mother, the sun in the sky
Hey, he is acceptable to be
Never mind!
I am not normally a German man

(if they can’t get it) “This one’s tough. I’ll give you a hint. It’s what you would say if someone says ‘thank you.’

“Yes! It’s ‘You’re Welcome’ from Moana. 

AUDIO (optional): Instrumental version of “You’re Welcome,” cued up to start just before the chorus

Again, get everyone to sing along—either with or without the background track.

“Let’s see if you can get this one.

SLIDE: Alternate Lyrics Slide #4 (“For the First Time in Forever”)

(Read the slide, being sure not to sing it)
“Cave market to the door
I want to or not appreciation of what they did
Who knew that 8,000 doses of salads?
I spend many years trying to get accessories
They play has a ballroom without football?
The maximum length, open his door

(If they can’t get it.) “This one is especially challenging! I’ll give you a hint. It’s from the same movie as the first song we heard today.

“Yes! ‘For the First Time in Forever’ from Frozen!

AUDIO (optional): Instrumental version of “For the First Time in Forever,” starting at the beginning

Again, get everyone to sing along—either with or without the background track.

“You’ve done amazing. I’ve saved the hardest one for last. Let’s see if you can guess it!

SLIDE: Alternate Lyrics Slide #5 (“Belle”)

(Read the slide, being sure not to sing it)
“Tiny country. He was a silent rural.
Daily in this genre.
Tiny country. Shorty. Let us be optimistic.
High! High! Hello! Dear! No!

As a single woman so she takes a look
Perhaps I may be sincere
There is a fantastic look of distant
A book holding his nose
A residual jigsaw beauty

Note: These lyrics jump to a later part of the original song, but they’ll still work with the melody.

“If you can get this one, I’ll be really impressed! Your hint is that the song title is the name of the princess . . . and she’s quite a BEAUTY.

“Yes! ‘Belle,’ from Beauty and the Beast!

AUDIO (optional): Instrumental version of “Belle,” starting at the beginning

Again, get everyone to sing along—either with or without the background track.


Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

“Those were some pretty challenging versions of those songs, but they were SO funny! And that was the perfect warm-up for us to sing some REAL songs and worship God together.”

WORSHIP
LEADER: “First, let’s watch this.

Video: Live Loud Video from Get Reel

“Jesus is with us wherever we go and whatever we do. That’s why we can have confidence! Let’s worship together and celebrate all the joy He brings.

Video: “Press Play” Dance Moves Music Video

“We can have confidence and get in the mix because God is faithful! He is always with us! Like God once said to Joshua: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. (Joshua 1:9, NIrV) Let’s sing this song that reminds us exactly why we can have confidence.

Video: “You Are Faithful” / track 6 from This Love

“I’m so thankful that our God is faithful! You can have a seat, because I have a story for you that might be the best example EVER of God’s faithfulness to us!”

SLIDE: Theme Background


Video: BIBLE STORY


SLIDE: Theme Background



SETTING UP THE STORY
LEADER: “When Jesus began to travel around, teach, and perform miracles, people wondered how He could do such amazing things. Who was this mystery man who made blind men see and attracted crowds of thousands—then fed them with just five loaves and two fish?

“One of the people with questions was a religious leader named Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin, which was the Jewish high court. And to top it off, Nicodemus was one of the leading teachers of Old Testament scriptures.

“But even though Nicodemus did his best to follow God’s rules, he may have felt something was missing as he heard Jesus teach—and saw the amazing things Jesus did.

“Nicodemus was curious about Jesus, but he didn’t want the other religious leaders to know what he was up to. After all, most of them wanted to put a stop to Jesus.

Walk over to the light switch so the kids can see you’re about to turn the lights off.

“So Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night.”

LIGHTS: Off (with just a small lamp or night light to make the room dim, if needed)
AUDIO: Crickets

Turn on your headlamp or small flashlight.

NICODEMUS FINDS JESUS
LEADER: “Nicodemus told Jesus . . .

Open the Bible to John 3:2 (NIrV) and read, using the headlamp or small flashlight.

“We know that you are a teacher who has come from God. We know that God is with you. If he weren’t, you couldn’t do the signs you are doing.

“This was a pretty big deal for Nicodemus to even admit that Jesus might be a messenger from God.

“Jesus replied . . .

Open the Bible to John 3:3 (NIrV) and read, using the headlamp or small flashlight.

“What I’m about to tell you is true. No one can see God’s kingdom unless they are born again.

“Nicodemus was confused. Born again?

Open the Bible to John 3:4-5 (NIrV) and read, using the headlamp or small flashlight.

“‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘They can’t go back inside their mother! They can’t be born a second time!’

“Jesus answered, ‘What I’m about to tell you is true. No one can enter God’s kingdom unless they are born with water and the Holy Spirit.’

“Nicodemus wondered out loud, ‘How can this be?’ (John 3:9, NIrV) He knew the Scriptures inside and out, but had never heard anything like this before!”

Turn off the headlamp or small flashlight.

AUDIO: Fade out crickets

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
LEADER: “Years later, Jesus’ friend John helped make it clear as he wrote down this amazing conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus. He summed up what Jesus wrote into this verse.

SLIDE: John 3:16

Read from the screen.

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. (NIrV)

“Have any of you heard that verse before? (Pause for response.) Great! Let’s read it together.”

KIDS and LEADER: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.”

LEADER: “Nice job! There is so much in that one short verse. I think we’d better break it down so we can really understand it.”

SLIDE: Theme Background

BREAK IT DOWN
LEADER: “Let’s start right here: GOD LOVED. 

Turn on the high-powered flashlight and shine it on the heart icon, which should already be displayed (with the other icons) along the stage or side wall. 

“God made us. He loves us more deeply than we can ever imagine. God loved the world so much that He GAVE.

“GOD GAVE.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the cross icon.

“What did God give? He gave the most incredible gift ever: His own Son, Jesus. Jesus lived on Earth as a human being. But He lived perfectly. He never sinned. He gave up His own life by dying on a cross . . . to rescue us! When Jesus died, He paid the price for our sins.

“GOD LOVED.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the heart icon.

“So GOD GAVE.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the cross icon.

“Because of Jesus, anyone can have a close relationship with God.

“WHOEVER BELIEVES.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the people (stick figures) icon.

“ANYONE can believe in Jesus. You. Your mom or your dad. Your best friend. The new kid at school. The guy who feeds pigeons in the park. Anyone can believe in Jesus and have a relationship with Him. 

“You see, Jesus really came to Earth about 2,000 years ago. People talked with Him and followed Him. Like Nicodemus, they watched Jesus do amazing things—like teaching about God and healing sick people. People saw how Jesus died on the cross . . . THEN, He came back to life! He proved that He really is the Son of God.

“WHOEVER BELIEVES.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the people (stick figures) icon.

“LIVES FOREVER.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the gift icon.

“Remember what it says in the verse? ‘Anyone who believes in [Jesus] will not die but will have eternal life.’

“You can have a relationship with God—not just now, but FOREVER. When you believe in Jesus and believe that He died for your sins. God gives you the amazing gift of life forever with Him!

“GOD LOVED.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the heart icon.

“GOD GAVE.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the cross icon.

“WHOEVER BELIEVES.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the people (stick figures) icon.

“LIVES FOREVER.

Shine the high-powered flashlight on the gift icon. Then turn off the flashlight.

“Just like Nicodemus discovered, you can’t earn that forever life by doing good things or following all the rules. It’s a gift from God, the Creator of the universe, who loves you no matter what.

Let’s sing this song to help us remember this amazing truth about how much our God loves us!

Video: The Rizers - John 3:16 (For God So Loved The World)

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
LEADER: “Remember John, who wrote this all down? He added another thought.

Turn on the headlamp or small flashlight, and use it to read John 3:17 (NIrV) from the Bible.

“God did not send his Son into the world to judge the world. He sent his Son to save the world through him.

Walk over to the light switch and turn on the lights.

LIGHTS: On

Turn off the headlamp or small flashlight.

“Look around the room at each other and think about this for a second. When you follow Jesus and put your trust in Him, you can have confidence that YOU’LL be part of the incredible, never-ending story that God is telling. And you’ll begin to share the story of Jesus with others as you grow in loving God and loving others.

“We can live with confidence because we know how much God loves us. That’s what we need to remember today.

SLIDE: Bottom Line

[Bottom Line] “You can be confident because God loves you.

“Let’s take a minute to thank God for loving us.”

SLIDE: Theme Background

PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior. It gives us such confidence to know that You love us and that we can have a forever relationship with You because of Jesus. Help us live in that confidence as we go throughout the week and share Your story with others so they can experience Your love, too. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”


CLOSER
LEADER: “Because God promised a Savior and sent Jesus, I know [Basic Truth] I can trust God no matter what. I know that God LOVES me, no matter what. That’s why I can have confidence. That’s why YOU can have confidence, too!

SLIDE: Bottom Line

[Bottom Line] “You can be confident because God loves you. Say that with me.”

LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You can be confident because God loves you.”

LEADER: “That’s right! God sent Jesus, then Jesus died on the cross for our sins. If we believe and put our trust in Him, we can have a relationship with God that will last forever.

“Whatever you might be going through or whatever might happen in the future, remember how much God loves you. Remember that Jesus died for you. Your relationship with Him is what gives you true confidence.

“Listen to what David wrote in our memory verse for this month, Psalm 27:13.

SLIDE: Memory Verse

“I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. (Psalm 27:13, NIV)

“Our confidence comes from knowing that God loves us and that He’s always with us. Let’s keep talking about that together in Small Group!”

Dismiss kids to their small groups. 



Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop with Music as the kids exit.


GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 

1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:
Leader
Buzzer on a small table (if you’re playing with teams)

Music and Sound Effects: 
Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
(Optional) Instrumental versions of the following songs:
“Let It Go” from Frozen, cued up to start just before the chorus
“Part of Your World” from The Little Mermaid, cued up to start just before the part indicated in the script (1:55 on the original recording)
“You’re Welcome” from Moana, cued up to start just before the chorus
“For the First Time in Forever” from Frozen, cued up to start from the beginning
“Belle” from Beauty and the Beast (1991), cued up to start from the beginning

Large Group Visuals: 
Theme Slide
Life App Slide
Theme Background Slide
Bottom Line Slide
Memory Verse Slide
Alternate Lyrics Slides #1-5

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 
Theme Loop
Countdown (30- or 60-second version)
Theme
Theme Transition to Life App
Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:
Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.
Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
If you want to sing along with the instrumental tracks during the game, pre-set them to start at the right times, as indicated above. You can set the start times in iTunes by going to Edit / Song Info / Options.

2. Worship
What You Need:
Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
“Press Play” from Press Play: Get in the Mix 
“You Are Faithful” from This Love

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 
Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)
“Press Play” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:
Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:
“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe
©2000 Good Music Co.
CCLI License # 0000
Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story
What You Need:
Leader
Bible
Small lamp or night light, if needed (to make the room dim, not completely dark)
Headlamp or small flashlight
Large, high-powered flashlight to illuminate the posters
Posters of the four Bible Story Icons, displayed on stage or on a side wall (see “What You Do”)
Curtain or pipe-and-drape to conceal the posters before the story

Music and Sound Effects:
Crickets (provided)

Large Group Visuals:
Theme Background Slide
Bottom Line Slide
John 3:16 Slide
Bible Story Icons (for reference)

What You Do:
Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 
Download the sound effect and have it ready to use.
Create posters of the four Bible Story Icons, either drawn freehand or painted. Display them either on your stage or on a side wall—for example, attached to the wall itself, or on a clothesline. You may want to cover them with a curtain until the Bible story begins, and remove the curtain after you turn off the lights.


Video Enhancements for Your Environment
Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.
Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):
252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.
Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):
In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.


GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:
Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)
Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)
One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)
Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:
Graphic motion loops
Themed audio transitions
Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)
Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)
Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App
Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday


Supplemental Resources
Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: Press Play Stickers
Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

With these fun “band merch”-style stickers, kids and families can get in the mix and remind themselves what true confidence is all about: learning to see yourself the way God sees you. The stickers are perfectly sized for your water bottle, notebook, guitar case, or anything else you want to decorate. The two sticker sheets include eight key statements, plus two monthly memory verses, which match up with our monthly curriculum for June and July. 

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun
1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.
2. A device that is very useful for a particular job
	Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget
1
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