252 Kids


May 2021 • Week 5
5K: Run the race


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2021, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Gotta Live (Widow’s Mite) • Mark 12:41-44 

Today’s Bottom Line: Practice living for God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Give a Little Kindness” from This Love and “Follow You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Under the Surface 
Application Activity: Footsteps 
Memory Verse Activity: Golden Foot 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Gotta Live (Widow’s Mite) • Mark 12:41-44 

Today’s Bottom Line: Practice living for God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that your few would be able to see everything they do as an opportunity to live their faith out loud for all to see. Ask God to be on their hearts and minds this week, gently reminding them to honor Him in everything they say and do.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Hand sanitizer, offering container, balloon or beach ball
What You Do: 
· Greet the kids by name as they arrive.

· Instruct the kids who brought offerings to put them in the offering container.

· Direct each kid to use one pump of hand sanitizer and form a circle to play a game.
· Play by bopping the balloon or ball around the circle.

· Instruct the kids that for every hit, the person bopping the balloon has to name something they practiced this month. (spiritual practices we’ve discussed in Small Group, homework skills, sports/dance/art techniques, etc.) 
· Count how many times in a row the group can hit the balloon without the it touching the floor or without repeating things they’ve practiced.
· Make sure to use hand sanitizer again when the game is over.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Variety of coins and several containers
What You Do:
· Divide the group into two teams.
· Give each kid half as many coins as you have containers. Make sure their coins are different sizes.
· Line the teams up on opposite sides of the room. 
· Place the containers in a line in the middle of the two teams.
· Put the larger containers towards the ends of the line and smaller containers in the middle.
· Instruct the first player on each team to approach the end bucket nearest them and drop a coin in the bucket by holding their arm out straight at shoulder height and releasing the coin. Instruct kids that they can’t bend their arms, backs, or knees.
· Let younger kids try dropping the coin while kneeling in front of the buckets.
· Direct the kid to go down the line and drop coins in containers until they get to the smallest container in the center of the line. (This may be shared by both teams if necessary.) 
· Once a kid has put a coin in all the containers, have them run back to their team to cue the next kid to go.
· The first team out of coins, wins!
What You Say:
“Good game! Did any of you check to see how much money you had? Who had the most quarters? What about the most money overall? Did you win just because you had the most? Hmmm, it seems like winning depended more on what you did with the coins than the coins themselves. [Transition] Let’s go hear in Large Group what’s more important than how much money, time, or stuff we have!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Under the Surface 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Plain white paper, crayons, various coins, sandpaper, leaves, corrugated cardboard, or woven placemats
What You Do:
· Hand a piece of paper to each kid.

· Set out the crayons and the materials to make rubbings.
· Demonstrate how to place a coin under the paper and rub over the page gently with a crayon to make an impression.
· Challenge kids to use a variety of materials, as well as drawings they make with the crayons, to create a picture of their favorite part of the Bible Story today. 
What You Say:
“In our Bible Story, we heard about a woman who shared the coins she had, even though it wasn’t very much. Jesus was so impressed with her gift that He pointed it out to His disciples. 
“Just like us, Jesus’ friends were learning how to [Bottom Line] practice living for God. They probably thought that the people who gave away tons of money were doing something greater for God than the woman who only gave a little money. But Jesus said that your heart behind giving is more important than the amount you give.
“We don’t have to do big things to impress God. Little things done with big hearts are what He appreciates. That means that we can live for God in all kinds of normal, everyday ways: by sharing what we have, by showing kindness to people around us, and by helping those in trouble.
“Think about this past week. Were you helpful to your family? Were you kind to someone at school or in your neighborhood? Did you share with a little brother or sister?
“Those are all ways that you already [Bottom Line] practice living for God. What are some other things you did this week that showed love for God or other people?” (As the kids share, encourage them that all these things are ways to live for God and that He notices.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What is the difference between KNOWING God and LIVING for God?
· This next season, you’ll have new opportunities to show love to others at activities, camp, during vacation from school, extra time with your siblings—what will you do with it? What could you do this upcoming week to [Bottom Line] practice living for God?
2. Footsteps
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Footsteps” Activity Pages, masking tape, timer app or stopwatch, Bibles
What You Do:
· Set all twelve “Footsteps” on the floor across your Small Group area.
· Place them in ways it will be a challenge, but not impossible, to get across the floor while only stepping on them.
· Secure them with masking tape.
· Tape a start line and a finish line.
· Divide your group into four teams.
· Explain that each team will take a turn walking across the footsteps, and you will time them. 
· Kids from the same team can all cross together, but only one person can step on a footstep at a time.

· Instruct the kids that they can only step on the footsteps. If they step on the floor, their team must go to the back of the line and start again once the other teams have crossed. (Or attempted to cross!) 
· Time the teams to see which team crosses the fastest.
· If time allows, challenge the teams to cross again and try to beat their time.
· Gather the footsteps. 
· Give two footsteps to each team along with a Bible.
· Instruct the kids to look up the references on the footsteps.

· Invite the kids to share what action the verses encourage them to do when following Jesus.
What You Say:
“Many people say that to [Bottom Line] practice living for God, we can walk in Jesus’ footsteps. Jesus loved people and loved God, and we can see that in these verses. 
“Jesus lived as a normal person. He walked around and traveled. He met people while He did errands. He spent time with friends and family. Jesus lived a life a lot like ours, and yet everything He did, He showed love to those around Him.
“So, how do we take our normal life—going to school, being with our family, hanging out with friends, going about our business—and still [Bottom Line] practice living for God?” (Invite kids to come up with ideas: writing letters to far away family, helping out with their siblings’ chores, being patient with our friends, sharing what we have, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share the everyday ways that you live for God. Emphasize not just what you do, but the attitude you have towards others.) 

3. Golden Foot
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared yellow paper plates with the “Verse Cards” Activity Page, hand sanitizer
What You Do: 
· Tape the “Verse Cards” onto the paper plates, making a stack of “coins” for each team. Make sure the coins are not in order.
· Divide the group into two teams.

· Sanitize everyone’s hands.
· Select one kid from each team to be captain. 
· Direct the team captains to stand by their stack of coins.
· Instruct the other members of the team to lie down in a line, spread out from each other, then stick their feet in the air.
· Explain that the goal is for the team to get all of their “coins” moved down the line and placed in verse order. 
· Have the captain of each team find the correct coin to start the verse and place it on the upturned feet of the first player in line.
· Instruct the first kid to pass the coin to the kid beside them with only their feet.
· The coin should continue down the line.
· Direct the captain to go to the end of the line, place the coin at the end of the line in the first spot, then lie down at the end of the line.
· The first person in each line becomes the new captain and finds the next plate.
· This continues until everyone has been the captain and the coins have been passed down the line and are in order. 
· The first team to do this, wins! 
What You Say:
“This is not usually the way we practice anything! I don’t know if you’ve ever had to do anything like this before. You got the hang of it, but I’m glad we don’t have to pass our plates at dinner or the school cafeteria like this. 
“But you don’t have to do anything strange to [Bottom Line] practice living for God. You can live your totally ordinary life in a way that shows love to other people. The woman in the Bible story used the money she had to show love to others. How could you use what you have to show love to others, like money or the stuff you own? (Invite kids to come up with ways to share money or possessions.) 
“What about time? How could you use your time to [Bottom Line] practice living for God? (Invite responses like: spending time with younger kids or older relatives, working on service projects in the community, setting aside a few minutes every day to pray or read the Bible)
“You can also [Bottom Line] practice living for God by doing what God has gifted you to do—like being a fast runner or a good reader. How can you use what you’re good at to show love to others?” (Invite responses like: coaching someone on the sports team, encouraging a beginner, using your particular skill to help others)

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Footsteps from “Footsteps” activity
What You Do: 
· Ask kids to choose a footstep that shows a practice they’d like to work on.
· Instruct the kids to take their chosen footprint and do “fast feet” while the rest of the team affirms them.
· The kids can say something like “[Kid’s name], this week [Bottom Line] practice living for God.” 
· When every kid has had a turn, close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, we are happy to live for You! You have given us so much! Please show us ways we can use what You’ve given us to show Your love to others. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their crayon rubbing pictures. Ask adults to help the kids look up the verses on their footprints later this week to check on how they can use that passage to help them [Bottom Line] practice living for God.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Offering container 
· Balloon or beach ball 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Variety of coins
· Several containers of varying sizes—buckets, coffee cans, oatmeal containers, canning jars, etc.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Under the Surface 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Plain white paper
· Crayons
· Various coins
· Other materials like sandpaper, leaves (real or plastic), corrugated cardboard, woven placemats, etc. 
2. Footsteps 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Footsteps” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut out; one set for each small group
· Masking tape
· Timer app or stopwatch
· Bibles
3. Golden Foot 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; two sets for each small group
· 24 yellow paper plates
· Adhere the Verse Cards onto the paper plates
· Masking tape
· Hand sanitizer

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Footsteps from “Footsteps” activity 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
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