252 Kids


May 2021 • Week 4
5K: Run the race


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Whatcha Say (Peter Says That Jesus Is the Messiah) • Matthew 16:13-20
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice talking about God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“You Are Faithful” from This Love and “(I Want to Say) Thank You” from This Love) 

Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Preaching Puppets
Application Activity: I Am NOT
Memory Verse Activity: Just a Minute 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Whatcha Say (Peter Says That Jesus Is the Messiah) • Matthew 16:13-20
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice talking about God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for the opportunities He gives you each week to talk with your few about Him. Pray that your kids would start to recognize the opportunities God gives them to talk about Him with their friends and family. ask God to give them courage to take those chances so that others may know Him and so that your kids would learn to articulate their faith. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Hand sanitizer and offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name and invite any who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer.
· As kids arrive, ask them to talk about their favorite TV show, video game, food, or sport.
· Then ask them to talk about something they’re less likely to know about: the South Pole, tortoises, tax codes. If they can’t think of anything to say, reassure them that it’s fine not to know something about everything.
· Ask: Why is it easy to talk about some things and difficult to talk about others?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Charades Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Use the “Charades Cards” to play charades with the group.
· Instruct one kid to choose a card and act-out what is on that card.

· Direct the kid not to say any words or make any sounds.
· The first kid to guess the word on the actor’s card becomes the next actor.
· Play as long as time allows.
What You Say:
“This game is pretty fun, but it would have been a lot easier if we could have talked about the word on our cards. None of the topics on the cards were things we didn’t know about. We could have all talked for a long time about tacos! [Transition] Let’s go hear about the most important thing to talk about with anyone, anytime, anywhere!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Preaching Puppets
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: For older kids: “Puppets Origami Tutorial,” paper, rectangular pieces of paper, markers; For younger kids: Paper lunch bags, markers, and decoration materials
What You Do:
· For mostly younger kids (closer to kindergarten age):

· Hand out paper bags and crayons.
· Set out other decoration materials like stickers and stick-on googly eyes.
· Help as needed to make a puppet from the paper bag, with the bottom fold of the bag as the mouth. 
· For older kids:

· Pass out the pieces of rectangular paper.

· Give each kid a “Puppets Origami Tutorial” page.

· Set out the markers.
· Step by step, demonstrate and help the kids make the origami puppet.
What You Say:
These puppets could say anything, but let’s use them to [Bottom Line] practice talking about God. 
“How would you use these puppets to tell someone who has never been to church before about Jesus? (Invite kids to make the puppets “talk” and tell a person that Jesus loves everyone and came to rescue us from sin and death.) 
“How could you encourage someone who was scared or sad by talking about God with them? (Invite kids to make the puppets “talk” and tell their friends that God is with them and He loves them; that they can trust God, no matter what.) 
“When something great happens, how could you lead people to thank God for it? (Invite kids to talk about God caring for us and giving us good things.) 
“Talking about God might seem a little strange at first, but with practice it will get easier and easier!
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it difficult to [Bottom Line] practice talking about God? 
· Do you ever feel shy or embarrassed when you talk about God? Why?
· What part about God—His love or His care for us—is the easiest for you to talk about?
Who do you feel like it’s easiest to talk with about God? Who is the hardest?

*2. I Am NOT 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “I Am NOT Riddles” Activity Page
What You Do:
· If you have mostly younger kids, choose three riddles to read out loud, one at a time, and let kids guess the answer as a group.
· For older kids, give each kid a card with a riddle and let them quiz the group. Allow the group to consult together before guessing.
· If you have several kids of the same age group, split into teams.
· Instruct one team to give riddles to the other.
· Give a point for each correct answer a team is able to guess, and keep track of each team’s points.
What You Say:
“This game gave you a pretty good idea of the answer, even if you didn’t have all the information you wanted. 
“Sometimes, we are shy or embarrassed to [Bottom Line] practice talking about God, because we think that it means we have to have all the answers. Have you ever felt like that? (Invite kids to show their hands.) 
“But that’s the opposite of true! In fact, part of talking about God is asking questions and thinking about the answers. Who could you ask questions about God? (parents, Small Group Leaders, church friends, other people who follow Jesus) Yes! Discovering who God is takes our whole lives! God is so big that we could talk about Him forever and never run out of stuff to think about or wonder.
“What is one question you have about God? (Invite kids to talk together.) Let’s play from our game—what is one thing that God is NOT? (God does not lie or cheat or forget. He does not sleep or get bored. He doesn’t break promises.) What is one thing you know God IS?” (loving, kind, wise, faithful, healing, etc.)
[Make It Personal] (Share about some good conversations you’ve had about God with friends or spiritual mentors. What were the questions you explored? What were the thoughts you talked about? You can even remind kids about times that you have all discovered something about God together as you talked through Small Group activities.) 
3. Just a Minute
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Stopwatch or timer app, scrap paper, pencils, and Bibles
What You Do:
· Read 1 Timothy 4:8 out loud from the Bible.
· Hand out scrap paper and pencils to the kids.

· Issue these challenges to the kids.
· How many times in a minute can someone say the verse clearly?
· How many times in a minute can someone write the verse legibly?
· How many times in a minute can someone sing the verse to any tune they want?
· Give the stopwatch or timer to different kids to be the timekeepers.
What You Say:
“You probably aren’t going to always [Bottom Line] practice talking about God in under a minute! But it’s true that talking about God doesn’t have to mean a big long sermon or using a ton of giant words you don’t know.
“What could you say about God in a minute? (Invite kids to share.)
“If you got a chance to talk about God to someone who had never heard of Him, what would be the most important sentence you could say? (Invite kids to share.)
“How could hearing from God and praying to God help you [Bottom Line] practice talking about God?” (Invite kids to share.) 
(If there is a good opportunity coming up in your church community where kids could share a bit about their faith, ask them now how they would like to participate: cardboard testimonies, video messages or sermon introductions, time to share prayer requests or praises in ‘big church,’ Bible Storytelling for preschoolers, etc.)

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Gather kids in a circle and invite them to [Bottom Line] practice talking about God. 
· Pray in a circle, letting kids finish this sentence: Dear God, I know that You are ________ and I want to tell everyone!
· After the last kid has prayed, close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, You are the most important subject we could ever talk about! Please help us be brave when we have a chance to [Bottom Line] practice talking about God, so that everyone can know how much You love us. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their talking puppets!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer

· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Charades Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Preaching Puppets 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· For older kids: 
· Print the “Puppets Origami Tutorial” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Rectangular pieces of paper
· Markers
· Make sure to practice making the Origami puppets before group time.
· For younger kids: 
· Paper lunch bags
· Markers
· Decoration materials like stickers and stick-on googly eyes
*2. I Am NOT 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “I Am NOT Riddles” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
3. Just a Minute
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Stopwatch or timer app
· Scrap paper
· Pencils
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
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