252 Kids


May 2021 • Week 3
5K: Run the race


Small Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2021, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Livin’ on a Prayer (Model Prayer) • Luke 11:1-4
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice praying to God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Follow You” from Can’t Stop Won’t Stop and “Jesus I Will Trust You” from This Love)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Sling ‘Em Up!
Application Activity: Prayer Pastiche
Memory Verse Activity: Training Day Continued
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids
Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Livin’ on a Prayer (Model Prayer) • Luke 11:1-4
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice praying to God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank Him that He loved us so much that He made it possible for us to talk with Him and convene with Him anytime and anywhere. Thank God for giving us a roadmap for talking with Him. Ask Him to help kids understand this model prayer and to put it into practice as they pray this week. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Hand sanitizer, offering container, and letter writing materials
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Direct the kids to use one pump of hand sanitizer as they arrive.
· Ask the kids how they communicate with someone who lives far away from them. (Most will say online or by phone.)
· Invite the kids to try something old-fashioned: writing a letter. 
· Explain that they can write to a distant family member, a friend, a public figure, or a celebrity. The letters can be causal or formal.
· Encourage the kids to write thoughtfully and take their time. Ask:

· What kinds of things do we want to tell people who are far away?
· What is important for them to know about us? 
· Make envelopes and stamps available if you can, so that kids can mail their letters later. 
· Collect the letters to hand them out when adults arrive. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Expert Card” Activity Page, “Questions Card” Activity Page, pencils 
What You Do:
· Give each kid one strip from the “Expert Card” page, a “Questions Card” page, and a pencil.
· If you have fewer than twelve kids, give more than one card to each kid until all of the cards are handed out.

· Circle up, giving everyone enough space. 
· Explain that each kid may ask one other kid a single question on their turn.
· Example, a kid can ask, “Jill, do you know how many legs an octopus has?”
· Jill can either say, “I can’t answer that question for you. I’m not an expert on octopuses.” Or, if she does have that card (and is an “expert”) she can say, “I’m an expert on octopuses! They have eight legs.” 
· When an expert is found, instruct kids to write the expert’s name next to that question.
· Play until each expert is found and all questions are answered. 
What You Say:
“When you want to know the answer to something, you ask an expert! [Transition] Who do you think would be the expert in praying or talking to God? Let’s go find out!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Sling ‘Em Up! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Sling ‘Em Up! Sneakers” Activity Page, yarn or twine, tables or chairs, two shoe boxes, hand sanitizer
What You Do:
· Suspend the two yard-length pieces of twine or yarn between tables or chairs.

· Put a pair of each “Sling ‘Em Up! Sneakers” in both shoeboxes so that there are matching pairs of each type of sneaker inside each shoebox.

· Mix up the shoes in the shoeboxes so the matching sneakers are not together.
· Place six of the shorter lengths of yarn near each shoe box.
· Create two teams.

· Line both teams up on the far side on the room.
· Assign on shoebox and one of the lines suspended between tables or chairs to each team.
· Give everyone hand sanitizer. 
· Instruct the first kid on each team to run to their team’s shoebox and search to find a matching pair of sneakers. 
· Then they tie the pair together by tying one shoe to each end of the twine.
· Then they run to their line of suspended twine and hang the shoes over it. (This will look like a pair of sneakers slung over a power line.) 
· Once the paired sneakers hang on the line, the first kid runs back to their team so the next kid in line can do the same thing.
· The first team finished with their sneaker line, wins! 
What You Say:
“What do you think these symbols on the sneakers mean? (Invite answers.) They remind us of the prayer Jesus taught His friends, that we can pray today! 
“The first symbol is a crown in the clouds. We don’t know what heaven looks like, so people usually use clouds to picture it. What part of the prayer could this be? (Father, may your name be honored.) God is special! He’s amazing! We should tell Him how wonderful He is when we pray.
“Then we have the picture with a crown, the earth, and a cloud. That’s a lot! What part of the prayer could this be? (May your kingdom come.) God’s plan is for everyone and everything to be whole and healthy. We can ask God for His help to show love and kindness to everyone we meet and take good care of our world. 
“It’s easy to see what part of the prayer this next picture represents—give us our daily bread! Yes, we can ask God for what we need every day. What about what we want? Do you think we should talk to God about that? (Yes, God cares about us.)
“What part of the prayer does the picture of the cross stand for? (Forgive us our sins.) The cross reminds us that God forgives us for everything because Jesus paid for our sins.
“The broken heart with a bandage is a little sad. Have you ever been hurt by something a person said or did? (Invite discussion.) This symbol of a heart and a bandage reminds us that since God has forgiven us, we can ask Him to help us forgive others. 
“What part of the prayer do you think this forked path represents? (Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted.) Yes! A lot of times we have a choice to follow God’s way or not to follow His way. It can be very tempting to go our own way! This part of the prayer asks for God’s help to make the wise choice. 
“We can use Jesus’ prayer when we want to [Bottom Line] practice praying to God.” 

*2. Prayer Pastiche 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Prayer Pastiche Strips” Activity Page, scissors, heavy cardstock or cardboard, glue; (optional) watercolor paints with water and brushes; (optional) inexpensive 8 x11 picture frames
What You Do:
· Line up the versions of the “Prayer Pastiche Strips” so kids can read what each strip of each prayer says.
· Instruct the kids to choose a version for each line of the Lord’s Prayer that they feel they understand or that applies the most. 
· Direct the kids to glue the strips they chose onto heavy cardstock.
· Optional: For an art project, have kids paint over their prayers with thin layers of watercolor paint.
· Optional: Place the finished prayer in inexpensive picture frames for kids to take home and use in prayer and devotions. 
What You Say:
“Some people say the same version of this prayer every day or every week at church. Other people use this prayer as an example to make their own prayers to God. There are a lot of ways to say what Jesus said in His prayer, and these strips have some of them for you to use.
“You can use this prayer at home to [Bottom Line] practice praying to God. You can pray these exact words or other words that describe what you feel. 
“Why did you choose the words that you put on your pictures?” (Invite answers.)
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Do you ever pray for a new video game console, cool shoes, or a day off from school? Why or why not? 

· Does God care about our wants? Why or why not? 

· Do you think there’s anything you can’t pray about? 
· Have you ever tried to get in the habit of praying at a certain time each day? What would it take for you to start that or to stick with it? 
3. Training Day Continued
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Sports training equipment and Bibles
What You Do:
· Follow the Navigation Tips from Week 1 to look up 1 Timothy 4:8 in the Bible and read it out loud together.
· Give kids their choice of “training” equipment—basketballs to dribble, weights to lift, ropes to jump, or rackets and balls to keep bouncing solo.
· Kids can also do jumping jacks, sit-ups, push-ups, or “fast feet” in place.
· As kids “train,” randomly instruct them to stop and recite the verse together.
· Let kids exchange equipment or training activities a few times.
· Play as long as time allows. Try to recite the verse at least four times. 
What You Say:
“Wow! We did just what our verse said—we trained our bodies and our spirits! Just like you can practice sport moves and exercise plans, you can [Bottom Line] practice praying to God. 
“If you train for a marathon, how often do you think you have to practice running? (Every day/almost every day) What about playing in a soccer game—do you just practice one time at the beginning of the season then only show up for the games? (No, you practice once or twice every week.) If you’re in a dance recital, do you just practice stretching once in a while? What would happen when you went to take a giant graceful leap in the air if you hadn’t practiced? (You’d fall or maybe get hurt!) 
“Prayer is one of the easiest things we can practice because we can do it anywhere, anytime. (Pause for a few seconds and silently ask for God to bless your group.) I did it just now—in my head!
“It’s good to get in the habit of praying often—out loud or silently. You might pray before meals, in the morning to start your day, or at night to thank God before you sleep. You can use the words of the prayer Jesus taught us or you can use your own ideas and feelings.”
[Make It Personal] (Share how you started praying regularly and what you tend to pray about. Help kids have a sense of how to talk to God like a friend.) 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Prayer crafts from “Prayer Pastiche”
What You Do: 
· Hand out the crafts.
· Encourage kids to use the prayers this week to [Bottom Line] practice praying to God.
· Lead kids in the traditional Lord’s Prayer.

· Pause after every line so they can say the version they chose.
· At the end of the prayer, dismiss. 
What You Say:
“Father, may your name be honored. (Pause for kids to say their own lines.) 
“May your kingdom come. (Pause for kids to say their own lines.)
“Give us each day our daily bread. (Pause for kids to say their own lines.) 
“Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive everyone who sins against us. (Pause for kids to say their own lines.)
“Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. (Pause for kids to say their own lines.)
“Amen!”
As adults arrive to pick up . . . make sure kids take home their prayer crafts and ask adults to help them mail the letters from the Early Arriver activity. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Hand sanitizer 

· Offering container 
· Materials for writing a letter: paper, pens or pencils, envelopes, and stamps
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Expert Card” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Print the “Questions Card” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Pencils 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Sling ‘Em Up!
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Sling ‘Em Up! Sneakers” Activity Page and cut out; four of each sneaker for each small group
· Punch out holes as indicated

· Tables or chairs

· Two one-yard lengths of yarn or twine
· Suspend the yarn or twine between tables or chairs.
· 12 eight-inch lengths of yarn or twine for each small group
· Two shoe boxes
· Hand sanitizer

*2. Prayer Pastiche 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Prayer Pastiche Strips” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; several for each small group
· Heavy cardstock or cardboard; one piece for each kid
· Glue
· (Optional) Watercolor paints with water and brushes
· (Optional) Inexpensive 8 x11 picture frames; one for each kid
3. Training Day Continued 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Sports training equipment you can gather: hand weights, basketballs, resistance bands, jump ropes, tennis rackets, balls, etc.
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Prayer crafts from “Prayer Pastiche”
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
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