252 Kids


May 2021 • Week 4

5K: Run the race


Large Group • K–5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2021, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Whatcha Say (Peter Says That Jesus Is the Messiah) • Matthew 16:13-20
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice talking about God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV
Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“You Are Faithful” from This Love and “(I Want to Say) Thank You” from This Love)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect

Bible Story Review: Preaching Puppets
Application Activity: I Am NOT
Memory Verse Activity: Just a Minute 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
GodTime Devotional for Kids

Studio252.tv
Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Whatcha Say (Peter Says That Jesus Is the Messiah) • Matthew 16:13-20
Today’s Bottom Line: Practice talking about God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises to help for the life you are now living and the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV

Monthly Life App: Commitment—Making a plan and putting it into practice
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader jogs in, decked out in running attire. 
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Good [morning/afternoon/evening], runners! I hope everyone is ready to get your race on today. We’ve made great progress in our training this month. ALL of you are showing real commitment! 
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Commitment is making a plan and putting it into practice.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It takes a lot of commitment to train for a race. You have to prepare and practice! And the same thing is true about our relationship with God. We need to make a plan to GROW in our relationship with God—by reading the Bible and spending time with Him in prayer. Today, we’ll add another really cool part of the plan that actually has to do with (look around the room) . . . each other!

“Looking at all of you this morning, it occurred to me that we’ve missed a big part of race preparation, and that’s DRESSING for the race! So today we’ll prepare by getting on race-ready clothes . . . and we’ll practice, by doing it as fast as we can.
“First, let’s divide into [number] teams.

Depending on how many kids are in the room, divide them into two or three even teams.
Note: If you have fewer than ten kids, or if you only have one set of running clothes/accessories, you can just have one team and race against the clock.
“All right! I need each team to divide in half—with half of you standing here, behind the starting line, and the other half of the team over here, behind the other line.
Wait for the kids to split up. Make sure that the kids are adequately spaced out as they stand in line. Then set a laundry basket full of running clothes/accessories (for each team) in front of the starting line.
“We’ve got some running clothes and accessories for each team.

Hold up the running clothes/accessories as you describe them.

“Those of you at the starting line, when it’s your turn, you’ll put on EVERYTHING that’s in this pile—right over your clothes. Then run to your teammates on the other side. When you arrive at the other line, you’ll take all the running clothes off. (List the clothes/accessories again.)
“As you take them off, your next teammate will put them on. Then they’ll run them back to the OTHER side where the next teammate is waiting, and so on. The last person to get dressed for the race needs to take all of the race clothes off. The first team to do that, wins! 

“Before we get started, everyone needs to remove your shoes and socks.

“Any questions? (Answer if needed.) Okay, let’s race! On your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Fun music
Cheer for the kids and comment on the action. Make sure each team goes through every player. Celebrate the winning team, but also let the other team(s) finish so everyone has a turn.

“Fantastic, everyone! You are speedy-fast dressers. I think you’re all officially race-ready. And now we’re nice and warmed up, just in time for worship!”

WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing and worship God together, watch this.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“Sometimes it’s tough for us to finish what we’ve started. But God is always faithful! He’s always there to help us. He sent Jesus to be our Savior and our Friend. As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:9 (NIrV), ‘God is faithful. He has chosen you to share life with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.’ Let’s praise God now as we sing.
AUDIO: “You Are Faithful” / track 6 from This Love 

Optional Video (Media Package): “You Are Faithful” Dance Moves Music Video
“That’s right! God started a good work in us. And we know that He’ll help us grow as we follow Him every day. Let’s thank Him for loving us so well!
AUDIO: “(I Want to Say) Thank You” / track 7 from This Love
“It feels great to tell God how thankful we are. You can all have a seat.” 
SLIDE: Theme Background
BIBLE STORY
Video: Bible Story
Leader Notes: Watch Bible Story Video, then determine what content you might want to use below to drive home the points made in the video.
Setting up the story
LEADER: “When Jesus was here on Earth, people often asked Him questions. But sometimes HE was the one who asked the questions. 

Hang card #1 (question mark) on the clothesline.

“In fact, there was one time when Jesus and His disciples had traveled from Galilee to Caesarea Philippi, and Jesus asked them a very important question. Check it out.”
Jesus’ FIRST Question
Open the Bible to Matthew 16:13 (NIrV) and read.

LEADER: “Jesus went to the area of Caesarea Philippi. There he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’
Hang card #2 (question mark) on the clothesline.

“Who knows who Jesus was speaking about when He said ‘the Son of Man’? (Pause to let them answer.) Yes, Jesus was talking about Himself! He was asking the disciples who people thought HE was.

“The disciples had some different answers. One of them said, ‘John the Baptist.’
Hang card #3 (John the Baptist) on the clothesline.

“Another spoke up and said, ‘Elijah.’
Hang card #4 (Elijah) on the clothesline.
“Someone else said that people thought He was Jeremiah . . .
Hang card #5 (Jeremiah) on the clothesline.

“. . . or one of the prophets.

Hang card #6 (prophets) on the clothesline.

“I know that might seem a little confusing. Why would people say that Jesus was someone else? Well, really, the people were comparing Jesus to these important figures from Jewish history—people who worked miracles and spoke God’s words. But Jesus was so much more!”
Jesus’ second Question
LEADER: “Jesus had another question for His closest friends.

Hang card #7 (question mark) on the clothesline. Then open the Bible to Matthew 16:15 (NIrV) and read.

“‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’
“I wonder what the disciples thought in that moment. I mean, they had seen Jesus feed thousands of people with one boy’s lunch. They’d seen Him heal countless sick people. They’d seen Him walk on water. They knew He was special.
“Peter spoke up. He said . . . 
Open your Bible to Matthew 16:16 (NIrV) and read.

“You are the Messiah. You are the Son of the living God.”
Hang card #8 (Messiah/Son of God) on the clothesline.

Jesus’ reply
LEADER: “Peter really nailed it with his answer. He was exactly right! Jesus IS the Messiah. He is the Son of God. Check out what Jesus had to say in response.

Open the Bible to Matthew 16:17-18 (NIrV) and read.

“Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! No mere human showed this to you. My Father in heaven showed it to you. Here is what I tell you. You are Peter. On this rock I will build my church.’
“Jesus was happy that His disciples truly knew who He was . . . but He also knew there were things that would take His friends and followers a while to understand. So He told the disciples not to tell anyone that He was the Messiah—not yet, anyway.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “For now, it was great that Peter had the courage to speak what he knew to be true among his friends. And when the time was right, he would go on to share the truth about Jesus with everyone he met.
“You and I can talk about what we believe, just like Peter did. We can share the truth of who Jesus is. We can talk with each other about God and ask questions when there’s something we don’t understand.

“Talking about God is an important part of our training plan! Here it is.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Practice talking about God.
Hang card #9 (your kids’ environment or church logo) on the clothesline.

“That’s what we get to do every week here at [your environment’s name]. We get to practice talking about God with each other! How cool is that? Let’s ask God to help us practice talking about Him.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for letting us hear about this important conversation between Jesus and His friends. It’s really cool how Peter had the courage to speak the truth that Jesus is Your Son and our Savior. Please help us be courageous like Peter. Help us speak up and talk about You with our family and friends. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
CLOSER
LEADER: “I’m so thankful that God has given us . . . (look around) each other! We can talk about God with our friends here at church, with our families at home, and with other people we know who follow God.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Practice talking about God. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Practice talking about God.”
LEADER: “That’s an important part of our training plan! It’s something that Jesus Himself showed us how to do.
“Jesus asked His friends some important questions so they could talk about what THEY really believed. And we can do the same thing today. We can talk about what WE believe. We can ask questions and discover more and more God, every single day.
“We can help each other [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. We can help each other understand all that God has done throughout history, as well as what He’s doing in our lives right now. When we [Bottom Line] practice talking about God, it’s a great way that we can grow stronger in our relationship with God—together.
“We get to put this part of our training into practice right now, as we talk about God in Small Group! Let’s jumping-jack our way over there!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Runner’s outfit

· Masking or gaffer’s tape
· Laundry baskets (one per team)
· Sets of race clothes/accessories; one set per team (The more oversized these clothes are, the better; they can all be borrowed from adults.)
· Shirt or tank top with race number affixed

· Shorts

· Socks

· Running shoes

· Sweatband

· Leader’s phone (if you’re keeping time for everyone instead of splitting into separate teams)

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun music for the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Based on your average attendance, determine how many teams you’ll need for the game. You want to have at least six kids per team, but no more than 12 or so, or the game will take too long.
· You’ll need one set of running clothes/accessories per team. Place each set in a separate laundry basket.

· Tape a starting line on one side of the room, and another line on the other side. The tape line should be long enough that all of your teams can stand behind it (in their own single-file lines). 

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “You Are Faithful” from This Love
· “(I Want to Say) Thank You” from This Love
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “You Are Faithful” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Bible Story Cards #1-8, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF (or you can freehand these on larger posterboard if you choose)
· Bible Story Card #9: a printed logo from your kids’ environment or church, also on cardstock
· Clothesline with clothespins or another way of hanging the cards
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Bible Story Cards #1-8 (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Print the Bible Story Cards on cardstock and set up a clothesline so you can hang them during the Bible story. Also print a logo from your environment or church. If you want to make the cards bigger, you can always use the LGV for reference and freehand the artwork on sheets of posterboard instead.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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