Large Group				December 3

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Bible Teaching: Prophecies of Jesus	
Bible Passage: Isaiah 7:10-16, Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, Micah 5:2

Bible Teaching Summary 
All throughout the Old Testament, God promised that He would send a Savior to rescue the people from their sin. Immediately after the fall, God began speaking of His plan. He promised both Abraham and David that the Savior would come from their families. God spoke through the prophets, sharing that the Savior would be born in the town of Bethlehem to a young woman. The Savior would come as a baby but would grow up to rescue all people from their sin.

brite* Idea: God promised a Savior.

Memory Verse: Isaiah 7:14b
(She) shall bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel (God with us). 

[bookmark: _heading=h.48hflb9n75em]Focus Verses: Romans 6:23, Psalm 98:2
[bookmark: _heading=h.k8x5ha7bcsl7][bookmark: _heading=h.k8x5ha7bcsl7]
He Question: What is a Savior? 
A savior is someone who rescues from danger or destruction. The Savior God promised would rescue the people from their sins. 

We Question: Why do we need a Savior? 
We are separated from God because of sin. We all need a Savior to make a way for us to live with God forever.

Me Question: What does God want me to know about Him and what does this mean for my life?




Leader Tips: Repetition 

One of the ways to help a truth stick with kids is to ensure that they will remember it. If it’s in their memory, they are more likely to bring it to mind on a regular basis as well as have an opportunity to respond to and act on that truth. Repetition is one simple, well researched way to commit something to memory. Emphasize truths about God with your group through repetition. Share a truth more than once as well as it provides kids with opportunities to repeat it aloud, to share it with someone else, to write it down, and to represent it artistically (through a drawing, work with clay or paints, or using another medium). You can even try sharing the same truth a few times in a row using different words. Repetition will help kids to grow in familiarity with Biblical truths and these truths can take root in their lives.

Navigating a Broken World: Can the Bible be Trusted? 

In a 2020 survey, 60% of the adults surveyed indicated that they did not believe that the Bible was the Word of God with no errors in facts or history.* In past generations, the Bible was viewed as having authority, even by those who were not followers of Jesus. Today’s culture does not regard the Bible as truth. As a result, we can no longer assume that kids automatically trust that the Bible is true and our authority for life. There may be kids in your group who have already heard doubts about the reliability of Scripture. They may have been told by others or social media that the Bible is an ancient book, irrelevant to our world. In today’s lesson, you have the opportunity to help kids see that the Bible is reliable. Kids will learn that God made promises hundreds of years before Jesus came, that all came true. If God was faithful to keep His promises then, we can trust that all of His Word is true. 

*https://www.arizonachristian.edu/2020/04/07/is-the-bible-true-crc-survey-shows-americas-distrust-of-the-bible-undermines-its-worldview/ 











Large Group Experiences Overview
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]
Welcome: 
Supplies Needed: Whiteboard, dry erase markers, notecard, writing utensil, video player
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm][bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Find it in the Bible: 
Supplies Needed: Bible, teaching slides

Bible Teaching: 
All throughout the Old Testament, God promised that He would send a Savior to rescue the people from their sin.

Supplies Needed: Bible, whiteboard, dry erase markers, paper (1 sheet per team), markers, coin, 3 balls

Bible Teaching Review: 
Supplies Needed: Bible, teaching slides, video player

Bible Teaching Wrap-Up:
Supplies Needed: Bible, teaching slides, video player

















SPLASH FLOW
Note: Advance slide at hi lighted lines
Theme Slide 

Kid’s Enter
	Welcome and encourage to play games/interact with other kids and teachers

Gather kids into their age groups
	Do the “Belong” activity with the 2 groups 

Play Countdown when groups are winding down with their “Belong” activity and gather them into the main teaching area

Quick Welcome, ask to stand up, then Play worship videos

Video: “Born Is The King (It’s Christmas)”

Video: “Joy To The World (Joyful, Joyful)”


Offering

Theme Slide


Ask all to sit, then teach through “Bible Teaching” section below

Welcome Activity

Supplies: Whiteboard, dry erase markers, notecard, writing utensil, video player

Prep: None

Say: I am going to guess the future right here in front of you. I need a volunteer who is good at math. 

Select an older kid as a volunteer and give them the dry erase marker. 

Say: I’m going to stand with my back to the board. I’m going to give you a math problem in just a minute, but you are going to choose the starting number. I’m not going to see what you are doing, but I’m going to write on my notecard what number I think you are going to end up with.  

Write a “3” on your card but don’t show anyone. Hand your writing utensil to someone else. Turn away from the board and give the kid the following instructions. 

Say: Pick any number 1-10. Multiply that number by 2. Make sure you do your math on the board so everyone sees it. Now multiply that answer by 5. Next you’re going to divide your new answer by the number you started with. Last, subtract 7. Now circle your answer. 

Make a big deal of showing your card and showing how it matches. 

Say: Are you all impressed with how I could tell the future? Obviously, I couldn’t. It was just a math trick that will end in the answer “3” every time. I can’t guess the future, but God knows the future, and today we will learn about how things He said would happen, 100% did happen!

Intro Video 
  
Play the Intro video, then follow the script below. 

Say: Before she was even born, Carlos made Mia some pretty big promises, including that he would always help her when she needed him. And she definitely needed some help with the mess she made!  

Discuss: What is the best promise someone ever made to you? 

Say: Way before we were born, God knew that we were going to need help too. Our brite* idea today is: God promised a Savior.

Today we will answer these two questions:

What is a Savior?
Why do we need a Savior? 

And at the end of our time today, the question you will be able to answer is:

What does God want me to know about Him and what does this mean for me? 

































[bookmark: _heading=h.jbsgl4yc89dd][bookmark: _heading=h.jbsgl4yc89dd]
[image: ]Find It in the Bible

What is the Bible? 
The Bible is real and true. God gave us the Bible so that we could know Him. The Bible is filled with many books and stories, but it’s all a part of one BIG story—God’s Story. 
What is God’s Bigger Story? 
Creation: God is the Creator of all things, and He is very good.
Fall: Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God. Sin broke the world and people were separated from God. All people have sinned so the relationship with God is broken for each of us.
Redemption: People could not fix their sin problem on their own. God promised all throughout the Old Testament that He would send a Rescuer, a Messiah, to save the people from their sin. He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross to take the punishment for our sins.
Restoration: When we trust in Jesus as our Savior, our relationship with God can be made right again. We don’t do anything to earn it and we don’t deserve it. God restores us through His grace. One day, Jesus will return and restore the whole broken world, making it new again.

Play “These Are The Books Of The Bible” Song video 
The video can be viewed at this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwDywQ5qaqM or on our Brite page.

Where is today’s Bible story? 
Today we will look at several passages of Scripture from the books written by the prophets. God gave special messages to the prophets to give to His people. Different prophets lived during different parts of Israel’s history. Some warned God’s people to obey or they would be taken captive. Some wrote while the Israelites were taken over by their enemies. All of these prophets lived several hundred years before Jesus came. 
Open a Bible and show the kids the title page for the book of Isaiah. Then show them how to get to today’s Bible passage (Isaiah 7:10-16). 


Bible Teaching: 
Bible Passage: Isaiah 7:10-16, Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, Micah 5:2

Supplies: Bible, whiteboard, dry erase markers, paper (1 sheet per team), markers, coin, 3 balls

Prep: On the board write “Predictions and Prophecy.” Under the word “Predictions” number 1-5, straight down in a column. Under “Prophecy” number 1-5, straight down in a column. Give each team a piece of paper and a marker. 

Say: Speak in a game show host’s voice. Welcome to the game of Predictions and Prophecy, where together with your team, you’ll try to correctly predict what is to come. We’ll begin our game with “Predictions,” and first up is…a coin toss. In your teams, predict whether I will get a heads or tails in a coin toss. Have a recorder write your answer on your paper, but wait to hold it up until I say “Go.” You have 20 seconds. 

Count to 20, and then have everyone reveal their responses. Record on the board by #1 Predictions how many said “heads” and how many said “tails.” Toss the coin. Congratulate the teams who predicted correctly and circle the correct prediction. 

Say: Next up is… Adam and Eve: The first half of the Bible, the Old Testament, tells the story of God’s people and every person’s need for a Savior. 

Say: God created the world and it was good, exactly as it should be. And He made Adam and Eve as the first man and woman. In your teams, predict whether you think Adam and Eve were perfect or if they messed up. 

Count to 20, and then have everyone reveal their responses. Record on the board by #1 Prophesy how many said “perfect” and how many said “messed up.” Congratulate the teams who answered correctly and circle the right answer. 

Say: Adam and Eve disobeyed God, bringing sin and brokenness into His perfect world. God had a plan from the very beginning. 

Read Genesis 3:15 directly from the Bible, I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.

Say: God said one day an offspring of Eve’s would be hurt because of sin and evil, but He would be the One to defeat the enemy. God knew that Adam and Eve would sin; so He had a plan all along. He began revealing His plan to send a Savior to rescue us all from our sin. 

Say: Next up in our game… in your teams predict whether I can bounce this ball off that wall. 

Identify the ball and where you intend to throw it.

Count to 20, and then have everyone reveal their responses. Write their predictions by the #2 on the board. Perform the challenge. Congratulate the teams who predicted correctly and circle the right answer. 

Say: The Old Testament also tells us about the beginning of God’s family.  God also made special promises to Abraham. In your teams guess what God promised about Abraham’s family. 

Say: God promised Abraham that he would have many kids and grandkids. One day the whole world would be blessed by Abraham’s family. The Savior would be a descendant of Abraham. 

Congratulate the teams who predicted correctly. Record the number of teams who guessed correctly under #2 Prophesy. 

Continue the same process with the “3” under “Predictions.” For this challenge they’ll predict whether you can jump a certain distance.

Continue the same process with the “3” under “Prophecy.” For this challenge they’ll guess how many years that God’s people spent in the wilderness. The answer is 40 years.

Say: God’s people would continue to mess up and turn away from Him. Over and over again, God would rescue them, representing that one day He would send the ultimate rescuer to save them from the sin they couldn’t get rid of by themselves. 

Continue the same process with the “4” under “Predictions.” For this challenge they’ll predict whether you can balance a ball on your head while walking for 30 seconds.

Continue the same process with the “4” under “Prophecy.” For this challenge they’ll guess which of Jesse’s kids would be named king. The answer is David!



Say: God promised King David that the Savior would come through His family and would rule forever. 

Read 2 Samuel 7:12-13, When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.

Say: However, the people would continue to disobey God. Eventually, God’s people were overtaken by their enemies and taken from the land God had given them. God sent many prophets to warn the people to follow Him. God also used the prophets to tell the people more about the Savior He had promised. 

Continue the same process with the “5” under “Predictions.” For this challenge they’ll predict whether you can juggle 3 balls.

Continue the same process with the “5” under “Prophecy.” For this challenge they’ll have to give one detail about how God said the Savior would be born.

Say: The prophet Micah revealed where the Savior would be born. 

Read Micah 5:2 directly from the Bible, But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

Say: The prophet Isaiah shared that the Savior would come as a baby, born to a woman who was not married. He would be Immanuel, which means “God with us.” 

Read Isaiah 7:14b directly from the Bible, (She) shall bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel (God with us). 

Say: God promised that the One who would come to rescue us would be God Himself, coming near to be with His people to make a way for them to be with Him forever.

Congratulate all the teams for all their predictions and guesses.

Say: We made some predictions, but we didn’t know for sure whether we’d be right. Some of us who have been in church for a long time knew they’d be right on some of the answers, but that’s because it already happened. God is different in that He knew everything would happen before it did because it was part of His perfect plan.

POINT TO JESUS
People were separated from a right relationship with God because of sin. There was no way for us to fix that problem on our own. God loved His people so much that He had a plan from the very beginning to rescue us. Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God revealed what He would be like and what He would do. Jesus is the Savior the world had been waiting on, and He is the One who saves us from our sin today.
































Bible Teaching: Review 

Supplies: Bible, teaching slides, video player

Prep: None

Watch the Bible Review Video and then play the game below. 

Designate one side of the room as “True” and one side of the room as “False.” Encourage kids to answer each question by moving to the side of the room that shows their choice. Discuss each question.

1. God began revealing His plan to send a Savior at the end of the Bible.  (False)
Immediately after Adam and Eve sinned, God promised that He would one day send one who would defeat sin and evil. 

2. God promised that the Savior would come from Abraham’s family. (True)
As part of His covenant with Abraham, God promised that the whole world would be blessed by One from his family. 

3. The prophet Jonah told that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem. (False)
Micah prophesied that the small town of Bethlehem would be where the Savior was born.

4. Isaiah prophesied that the baby would be born to an old woman. (False)
God spoke through Isaiah to share that the Savior would be born as a baby to a young woman. 

5. Immanuel means “God is born.” (False)
Immanuel means “God with us.” Isaiah shared that the coming Savior would be among His people and would draw near to us. 

6. A savior is someone who rescues from danger or destruction. (True)
God disciplines those He loves. Because Jesus would defeat death, He can be the Savior God promised would rescue the people from their sins. 

7. Only really bad people need a Savior.  (False)
We are separated from God because of sin. We all need a Savior to make a way
for us to live with God forever.


Bible Teaching: Wrap-Up 

Supplies: Bible, teaching slides, video player

Prep: None

The brite* idea for the day is: God promised a Savior.

Memory Verse:
Choose an older kid to look up the verse and read it aloud to the group. Have the whole group repeat it together. 

(She) shall bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel (God with us). Isaiah 7:14b



Teaching Wrap-Up
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]He Question: What is a Savior? 
[bookmark: _heading=h.8u4m87e5nie1]A savior is someone who rescues from danger or destruction. The Savior God promised would rescue the people from their sins. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.s2sw4dygw4ln][bookmark: _heading=h.s2sw4dygw4ln]
We Question: Why do we need a Savior? 
We are separated from God because of sin. We all need a Savior to make a way for us to live with God forever.


As time permits… 

Gather kids into their 2 age groups
Do the “Believing” activity with the 2 groups 
	AND/OR
Do the “Becoming” activity with the 2 groups DEPENDING UPON TIME AVAILABLE

Prayer

God, thank You for Your promise of a Savior. Thank You that You had a plan all along and You shared it with Your people. Thank You that today we know that Jesus is the Savior Your prophets talked about. You are so faithful. Amen.
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